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PREFACE. 


HE Author of the following 
ſheets has endeavoured to 
unite amuſement with inſtruction, 
and to write the language of truth 
in a ſtile moſt likely to captivate the 
attention, leſt ſhe ſhould diſguſt and 
weary thoſe ſhe meant and wiſhed 
to improve; and to implant proper 
ideas in their minds, without en- 


tirely diſappointing i youthful 
EXPECLAEIONS. 


The miottos are all borrowed from 


3 Wine of her moſt favourite authors, 
mand likewiſe ſeveral of the ſtories, 


as ſhe found them applicable to the 


lubject; in order to give authority 
2 1 and 


F 


and additional force to her own opi- 


nions, by calling in thoſe of ſuperi- 


or, more experienced, and more able 


writers. She has likewiſe intro- 


duced ſome fables, a ſpecies of writ- 


ing to which ſhe was ever very par- 
tial, as being not only particularly 
intereſting, but inſtructive. A leſ- 
ſon of wiſdom of almoſt every kind 


may be found in the fables of Eſop, 
Gay, Moore, and ſeveral other wri- 


ters; amongſt which number Mo- 


zeen is not undiſtinguiſhed. 


To guard youth from error, nd; 


by ſo doing, ſhield old age from 


many of its moſt agonizing ſor- 


rows; to caution the thoughtleſs, 
humble the vain, and endeavour to 


reform the vicious, is ſurely neither 


an 
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P R E ACK 
an unneceſſary nor reprehenſible 
undertaking, in an age too prone to 
err. Though the following papers 


are particularly addreſſed to the 


young, the author flatters herſelf 
that thoſe who have eſcaped, or 
been enſnared by the dangers of 
vice, or the deluſions of folly, in 


7 the earlier ſtages of life, will find at 


leaſt ſome amuſement in peruſing 
them ; and that they will ſerve to 
ſtrengthen in them thoſe principles 


-and habits of virtue, prudence, rec- 


titude, and ſelf-denial, which time 
and experience will every day more 


and more ſerve to convince them 


are, not only invaluable, but abſo- 


lately neceſſary to happineſs. 


a 3 INTRO 


INTRODUCTION. 


MY DEAR CHILDREN, 
ROM the earlieſt period of 
becoming a mother, my mind 


has been inſenſible to any higher 
gratification, than what aroſe from 
performing the anxious, but at the 
ſame time the delightful duties, 
which are ſo intimately connected 
with the character of a parent.— 

My time has hitherto been chiefly 
dedicated to you : your happineſs 
has been my ultimate wiſh, your 
improvement my higheſt ſource of 
pleaſure and delight ; to have you 
conſider me as your moſt indulgent 
and faithful friend, my defire. You 
are {till ſo young as to require the | 


CQl- 


BE 


INTRODUCTION 0 
continuance of my care; and I am 
convinced it is not more neceflary 
to your happineſs, than I have 
found it conducive to my own. 


a 


The following papers were ori- 
ginally written ſolely for your in- 
ſtruction, leſt I ſhould be taken 
from you before you had arrived at 


an age to retain. in your remem- 


ZZ brance the tender admonitions of a 


mother, anxious to ſee you prudent, 
good and virtuous. A continued 


ſeries of ill health having rendered 


that event but too probable, it ſerv- 


cd to increaſe all the fears of mater- 


nal tenderneſs in my ſoul, yet at the 
ſame moment to renovate me with 
hope, and ſupplied me with reſolu- 


tion to employ the preſent hours for 


your 


— 


„ tern d er ron 


— 


your future advantage, and deter- 
mined me to publiſh them, as the 
only alternative left me for ſecuring 


to you the advice of a real friend, 


whenever deprived of her perſonal. 


- attentions... 


Another very intereſting induce- 


ment for making them public aroſe 
from the pleaſant reflection, that by 


ſo doing they might poſſibly be uſe- 
ful to others ; that the orphan, the 


uninſtructed, the thoughtleſs, ne- 
glected, or diſtreſſed, might find, in 


the monitions of the mother and 
the friend, a guide to direct their 


unguarded ſteps thro' the devious 


and dangerous paths of life. The 
earneſt deſire of being ſerviceable to 


my fellow-creatures, and in ſome 


degree. 
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INTRODUCTION * 


| degree ſupplying the place of a pa- 


rent to thoſe deprived of a Parent's 
tender care, armed me with trem- 
bling reſolution to encounter cen: 
ſure, rendered me indifferent to all 
illiberal reflections, and encouraged 
me to hope I ſhould meet with the 
indulgence of the generous and can- 
did for the attempt, however I may 
have failed in the execution of it. 
If at the time my pen has been 
employed for you, my children, it 
ſhould prove beneficial to others; 


ff it ſhould preſerve one innocent 
mind from being miſled by vice, 
JW from becoming the dupe of folly, or 
2 4 victim to the artful and deſign- 


ing, it will amply repay me for the 
hazard I run of being cenfured for 


| 


becoming. 


W INTRODUCTION. 


becoming a general, inſtead of a par- 


tial Monitor, and that ; in a language 
fimple and unſtudied , undiſtinguiſh- 


ed by learned quotations, and as free 
from all kinds of abſtruſe reaſon- 


ing, as the youthful heart ſhould be 


from guile. 


Attend then, I conjure you, my 


| children, to the advice of a mo- 
ther, to whoſe tender love and un- 


remitting attention you had a juſt 
and irreſiſtible claim; to a friend 


whoſe ſincerity you cannot doubt. 
I ſhall confider myſelf abundantly 


repaid, if they anſwer the purpoſe 
for which they were intended, that 
of aſſiſting to make you deſerving 


the care of your heavenly Parent; 
under whoſe guidance and protec- 


tion 


INTRODUCTION. ill 
tion even the unportioned and un- 
1 protected may find a never-failing, 
' XZ an everlaſting friend. 


That they may have this benign 
effect on you, and all who read 
them, by inſpiring them with the 
E emulation of virtue, and teaching 
| 2 | them © not to be overcome of evil, 
but to overcome evil with good,” 


is the ſincere wiſh of 


= Your tender and 


= 
* ; 


affectionate Mother, 
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PARENTAL MONITOR. 


RELIGION. 
Know then who bow the early knee, 
And give the willing heart to me; 
Who wiſely, when temptation waits, 
Elude her frauds, and ſpurn her baits ; 
Who dare to own my injur'd cauſe, 
Tho? fools deride my facred laws; 
Or ſcorn to deviate to the wrong, 
Tho? perſecution lifts her thong ; 
Know, that for ſuch ſuperior ſouls, 
There lies a bliſs beyond the poles ; 
Where ſpirits ſhine with purer ray, 
And brighten to meridian day : 
Where love, where boundleſs. friendſhip rules, 
(No friends that change, no love that cools!) 
Where riſing floods of knowledge roll, 
And pour and pour upon the foul. 
: | Da. Corrox's VisIONSs. 


TEE firſt. ſubject on which I mean 

to addreſs my readers ſhall be 
the ſteady practice of R 21.1610N; a 
ſubject which juſtly claims pre-emi- 
Vor. I, , nene 
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nence, not only for i its conſequences to 
us in our preſent, but for the ſecuring 


our happineſs in a future and more per- 


manent ſtate of exiſtence. 


Be ever unſhaken in the exerciſe of 
that Religion in which you have been 


brought up: adhere ſtrictly to its rules. 
Whenever you go into the church, re- 
member whoſe houſe you are going to 
enter, and ſuffer not the ſhort time ſet 
apart for the ſervice of your God to be 


miſapplied, by having your attention 


employed on the objects around you. 
Obſerve a decent ſeriouſneſs of behavi- 
our there, and let not the example of 
any one tempt you to behave irreverent- 
Iy in the ſacred houſe of God. 

Never let an idle curioſity prevail 


upon you to go from one place of wor- 


ſhip to another: it is often attended 
with diſagreeable conſequences. Be 
ſatisfied with the truth and purity of 
that religion | in which you have been 
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inſtructed, and leave others to ſerve 
their Maker in the way they chooſe, 

without having a doubt of their being 
happy if they act right, or without a 
wiſh to be acquainted with the myſte- 
ries or form in which they practiſe their 
duty. 

The mind unacquainted with the 
mild and prevailing precepts of reli- 
gion, is like a barren foil that lies 
waſte, or the extended defart, that af- 
fords neither ſhelter nor refreſhment ; 
which produces neither tree nor flow- 
er, nor contains one reviving ſpring to 
quench the thirſt or cheer the drooping 
heart of the weary and exhauſted tra- 


veller. | 
Would you be happy—Would you 
enjoy pleaſure unalloyed by the pangs 
of regret—Are you defirous of being 
virtuous, and treated with reſpe& ; of 
Having your character held in eſtima- 
tion by the world; and of taſting the 
B 2 . 


4 PARENTAL MONITOR. 


ſweets of an unreproaching conſcience 
Would you wiſh to deprive the tyrant, 
Death, of that ſting which has from 
his firſt appearance been the terror of 
all the ſons and daughters of Guilt— 


Be conſtantly regular in the perform- 
ance, of your religious duties : let not 


the world, nor any of its faſcinating 
pleaſures, rob you of a. pleaſure far | 


| ſuperior to any it has to offer you; but 


in ſo doing, avoid bigotry, ſuperſtition 


or gloomineſs. Real religion has no- 
thing to terrify its youthful votaries : 


her aſpe& is mild, ſerene, and placid, 


her ſentiments pure, liberal, and enliv- 
ening : ſhe forbids no innocent gratifi- 
cations, but by her ſoft compoſure gives 
redoubled enjoyment to the ſocial hour. 
Sincerity ſtands on her right hand, Can- 
dour on her left: ſhe diffuſes harmony 
and peace wherever ſhe preſides: Love 
and Good- will follow her footſteps : 


Envy flies away ane at her ap- 


proach, 
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proach, and every jarring and vicious 
_ paſſion is ſubdued into ee by her 
gentle influence. 

There is an ambition in almoſt every 
virtuous mind of keeping good com- 
pany: and amongſt people of high 
rank no expence is ſpared, no trouble 


evaded, when an opportunity offers, to 


be introduced to their ſovereign ; and 


they are anxious to add by their own 


ſplendour to the ſplendours of the 
Court, and to be honoured with the 
approbation and attention of that auguſt 


perſonage, to whom they are eager to bend 
the willing knee. Yet there is a Being, 


far, infinitely far ſuperior to the greateſt 


potentate on earth, before whoſe preſence 


you may venture to appear with leſs 
ceremony; and although your name; be 
undiſtinguiſhed by a title, or unknown 


to Fame, though your body be cloathed 
in rags, or waſted by diſeaſe, if your 
hearts be free from guile, and your 


. B „ minds 


Won 
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minds adorned with the ſimple robes of 
innocence, you may be fearleſs of meet- 
ing a cold or unkind reception, and 
"reſt aſſured that your petitions will be 
heard with mercy and condeſcenſion, 
your drooping hearts revived, and you 
will retire from. his preſence with 3 
ſweet ſerenity no earthly monarch could 

beſtow. | 
Who, then, would not avail them- 
ſelves of this glorious, this ſoul-enli- 
vening privilege, or would neglect every 
convenient opportunity of addrefling 
the King of kings, and holding in a 
manner a perſonal intercourſe with their 
Maker, the great and all-powerful 
Founder of this magnificent and won- 
derful univerſe; at whoſe fiat millions 
of lives depend; who in a moment can 
reduce you to the earth from which 
you firſt were formed, and with whom 
it reſts to raiſe you from earth to im- 
mortality? *Tis by prayer alone you can 
obtain 


P'XRENTAL MONITOR 7 
obtain this diſtinguiſhed - privilege. — 
Loſe not. then, for the frivolous amuſe- 
ment of folly, or the buſineſs of pride, 
ambition or wordly gain, an intercourſe 
fo ſublime and advantageous. Riſe not 
from your bed forgetful of the Being 
who has protected you in your ſlum- 
bers from the dangers of the night; 
nor ever think of retiring to reſt till 
you have recommended yourſelves to 


his care, who neither fumbers nor 


ſleeps, 


is conſidered as a crime in the eyes of 
men; and though not amenable to the 
rigour of the laws, is juſtly expoſed to 
cenſure. What puniſhment, then, muſt 


be due to thoſe unhappy beings, 'who ' 


can become regardleſs of the hand who 
formed them, inattentive to the com- 
mands of that God whoſe watchful 
providence protected their careleſs and 
OI ſteps in infancy, and ſupported 
| o' 4 them 


Ingratitude to our fellow creatures- 


« 74 
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them in maturer age ; who has been 
their rock of defence, whilſt ſurrounded 
with ten thouſand impending dangers; 
who has been their ſhield from the ar- 
row which flieth by day, and from the 
peſtilence which walketh by night; and 
who alone can raiſe them from the ſo- 
litary manſions of the grave! 

Sweet and compoſed are the ſlumbers 
of the righteous! Having commended 


their ſouls to God, they can retire to 
reſt without fear or apprehenſion of 


danger. If ſummoned to leave the 
world before they awake, they are pre- 


pared to give up a clear account: they 


have not put off till the morrow what 
the preſent day could effect. If ſor- 
row meet them on their way, their ſouls 


are armed with the placid influence 


of reſignation ; and in the ſtriꝙ per- 


formance of their duty they find con- 


ſolation in the moments of affliction. 


Integrity will not fail to encourage their 


perſe - 
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PARENTAL MONITOR. 0 
perſeverance in virtue, and hope will 
point to diſtant ſcenes of joyful reward, 
which will render them regardleſs of the 
thorns that are planted in the path of 
human life. 

How differently marked are thoſe 
hours which are likewiſe ſet apart for 
reſt to the unhappy votaries of vice? 
No peaceful ſlumber ſheds its poppies 
around their pillow : darkneſs to them 
is terror, and they fear to ſleep, leſt they 
ſhould awake no more, till the laſt 
alarming trumpet call them from the 
ſleep of death. Terrified at the mag- : 
nitude of that account, which, from 
having remained ſo long unſettled, they 
tremble to reflect upon, they go on, 
deferring it from time to time, till they 
either become inſenſible of danger, or 
incapable of performing a taſk which 
appears impracticable to accompliſn; 
and whilſt they deliberate they are in a 
continual dread of being ſummoned to + 
: - OE, DB. x:. | appear 


Ent been, ot gore Mp: gn. ME ES 
: g * * F * : 4 


10 PARENTAL MONITOR. 


appear before the awful tribunal of their 


God, with all their imperfections on 


their heads. 
Avail yourſelves, therefore, of the op- 


portunity, which youth, health, and time 


afford, to avert that moſt alarming of 
all human miſeries, a conſcience at war 


with itſelf. Whilſt youth enlivens 
your hearts, and health invigorates your 


faculties, employ them with ſincerity 
and truth in the ſervice of your Maker. 
Secure yourſelves an intereſt in the 


mercies of your Redeemer, and keep 


up a ſteady and unremitting intercourſe 


with your God by fervent and conſtant 
prayer: you will find the advantage of 


ſuch an intercourſe, in every trial you 
meet with here. "You will then have 


5 nothing to fear from his dread ven- 


geance, whoſe mercy you have deſerved: 


you can have no doubt of his love, 


Whoſe precepts have been the guide of 
your life; nor can you ſhrink from the 
ſcrutiny 
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ſcrutiny of thoſe actions which have been 
untainted with guilt. 5 

In jour laſt moments you muſt ex- 
pect to feel, like other mortals, the 
agonizing pangs, the tender conflicts 
of - expiring nature: but the ſharpeſt 
ſting of Death will be rendered point- 
leſs ; his worſt terrors will be unable to 
reach you. Amudit the pains you may 
have to ſuſtain, yu will have no fears 
1 of what is to come after death. Hap- 
= py, thrice happy is the mortal whoſe 2 
= piety thus: ſecures: him peace at the 
laſt cloſing ſcene of a weary pilgrimage! 

To think of Death without terror, and 
to ſee his approach with ret, 3 
_ the:invaluable privilege of \ IRTUB. 

. Awtul as. the thoughts of death are 
to us, frail children of the duſt, it is 
requiſite to keep it frequently in our : 
remembrance amidſt our buſisſt inter- 
courſe with the world + but it ſhould be 
recollected without melancholy: or deſ-— 


* 
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pondency. When we know of going a . 
journey of only a few miles, we natu- 
rally make a proper preparation againſt 
the time of ſetting out: and ſhall we 

be leſs careful in preparing for that mo- 
ment, which we know muſt come, and 
come to all? 7 
RxlLIOIoN ſmooths the rouphelt path 
of life, ſoftens the bed of death, and 


is the ſafe, the unerring guide to ever- 


5 4 Jo laſting happineſs : 2 therefore, my C 


dren; cheriſh its divine precepts in For 
hearts, and make them your ruling prin- 
ciples of action: they will repel the 
83 ſubtleſt attacks of vice in her moſt al- 
luring and captivating forms: keep the 
intereſting example of your Redeemer 
ever in view; be emulous to follow it, 
and you cannot fail to walk with ſafety: 
it will diffuſe cheerfulneſs on every ſcene 
around you, encourage your minds with 
the brilliant rays of hope, animate your 
ſouls with vigour, and prepare them for 
the ſociety of angels, even whilſt- they 
are 
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are incloſeck in che frail body of mor- 
tality, by imparting an enlivening fore- 


taſte of thoſe joys to which it is the only 


unfailing conductor: and though a life 
of undeviating virtue will not ſecure 


1 


from ſickneſs, ſorrow, or diſappointment, 


it will enable you to meet them with r re- 
| Aae and fortitude. 


Rank will demand reſpect, fortune 


will procure pleaſure, health will give a 


fFeliſh to the enjoyments of ſenſe : but it 


is Virtue and Religion only which. will 


_ purchaſe unfading pleaſures, and ſecure 
_ happy N 


* 


\ 


On piety, . is built; 


And on humanity, much happineſs; 


And yet ſtill more on piety itſelf. 

A ſoul in commerce with her God, is heaven; 
Feels not the tumults and the ſhocks of life, 
The whirls of paſſions, and the ftrokes of heart. 
A Deity believ'd, is joy begun ; 

A Deity ador'd „is joy advanc'd ; 

A Deity belov'd, 1s joy matur'd. 


Each branch of piety delight inſpires ;_ 
Faith builds a bridge from this world to the next, 


O'er death's dark gulph, and all its horror hides, | 
| Lovxc. 
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ADDTERSETY.” 
"Mt is Misfortune.comes, ſhe brings along 
The braveſt virtues, And ſo many great 


Illuſtrious ſpirits have convers'd with woe, 


To conſeerate diſtreſs, and make ambition 


THoOmM sow. 


* xling, the alluring: ſun-ſhine - of - 
proſperity, is a ſure. proof-of a good 


bear the buffeting ſtorms of Adverſity 


greater degree of reſolution, and even 
exalts the mortal above his nature. 
Yet ſuch meek fortitude, .ſuch- filent 
dignity of ſuffering, often paſſes through 
all the trying ſcenes of a trying life 
unnoticed, unregarded, unpitied. The 
e 


Have in her ſchool been taught, as are enough * 


Ev'n with. the frown beFong * ſmile of fortune. 


To 1 with. Salty the daz. 


heart and well informed mind; but to 


with unrepining reſignation” and equl. 
nimity of -- temper, requires a much 


guy's 72" 0p FT. 
? | 


1 
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| buſy inhabitants of the world are too 
much engaged after their own affairs 
to ſearch out the unfortunate and un- 
complaining ſufferer ; and think it quite 
ſufficient if they ſometimes find leiſure 
to liſten to the diſtreſſes of the for- 
ward and clamorous. 3 
We meet with many on whom for- 
tune has beſtowed her moſt liberal and 
indulgent favours, diſconcerted and 
made wretched by the ſlighteſt diſap- 
pointment: the moſt trivial and unim- 


1 portant events will be loudly pro- 


claimed with murmurings and repin- 
ings; and though poſſeſſed of almoſt 
every bleſſing the world can beſtow, 
they will preſumptuouſly complain of 
the diſpenſations of Providence, if they 
are deprived of a ſingle enjoyment, and, 
like wayward and ſpoiled children, will 
cry for the mereſt toy, whilſt they can 
diſregard the intrinſic value of a thou- 
ſand more deſirable bleſſings. 
„„ Adverſity 
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Adverſity will teach a better and 
more uſeful leſſon. Great evils render 
us ſuperior to all thoſe little repinings 
and trifling diſtreſſes which generally 
are felt by thoſe whoſe paths have 
been ſtrewn with flowers ; who, having 
met in their ſmooth and eaſy journey 

with few thorny difficulties, will ſtum- 
ble at a ſtraw, and tremble at every 
ſight appearance of danger. It will 
compel the heart to look into itſelf for - 
conſolation : it will make us indiffe- 
rent to a thouſand unavoidable cares, 
which terrify like giants thoſe who 
have been gaily fluttering on the ſmooth - 
ſurface of proſperity ; and who, by ne- 
ver having been tried in the purifying . 
furnace of afflition, remain totally and 
obſtinately unacquainted with them- 
ſelves, and the purpoſe for which they 
were created. Too happy, and too 
well ſatisfied with the flattering accom- 


modations this life aﬀords them, they | 
__ would. 


1 8 
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would gladly reſign all their hopes of a 
future and more durable ſtate of exiſt- 


2X ence, could they be permitted to remain 
in the preſent for any certain length of - 


Ws years. 


Far other, far more noble 14 ex- 


alted hopes will at times break in upon 


2 3 5 
re . IL 5 25 


and enliven the ſolitary gloom which 
= ſurrounds thoſe who are ſtruggling 
= with Adverſity. To the future they 


look forward with ſerene ſatisfaction: 


to the preſent they feel an heroical in- 


difference. Though peals of thunder 


roll over their heads, they are not ap- 
palled ; and though the forked light- 
nings flaſh around them, they are not 
afraid. They who have the moſt to 
loſe are the readieſt to fear; and what 
will ſerve to terrify the favourites of 


Þ fortune, will paſs unregarded by thoſe 


whom the torrent of Adverſity has 
taught to place their hopes and wiſhes 
on a more laſting and ſecure founda- 
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tion, which is not to be ſhaken by the 
ſummer's tempeſt, or the rough winter's 


ſtorm. If therefore you are indulged = 


Lit * with the bleſſings of proſperity, ſuffer 
3 them not to become a curſe, by mak- 
| ing v giddy, inſenſible, forgeiful, 
proud. Let them not tempt you to 
think you ſtand ſecure. The wheel of 
fortune 18 inceflantly going round. Tho 
placed on its top, your foot may ſlip, 
and you; like many others, may in a 
moment be hurled to its bottom. 
Neither let thoſe whoſe allotted por 
tion of the good things of this life is 
but ſmall, and who are ſentenced to 
contend with Adverſity, be tempted to 
deſpair. Though a trying, it is an ex- 
cellent ſchool of wiſdom, an admirable 
preceptor to train the ſoul for heaven. 
lt will ſhew the world in its true co- 
lours, and convince You of its inſtabi- 
lity. It will wean your hearts from its 
OY delights, and prove a faith-. 
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. 'F guard againſt its dangers. It will 
4 ew you the prudence and neceſſity of 
Fixing your hopes beyond its reach. 
*Warious and innumerable are the ave- 
| 8 ues through which Adverſity will find 
Its way to the heart; but if properly 
received, it has one grand reſource, one 
nfailing bulwark, in which ſecurity and 
conſolation may be found; namely, to 
g metet its trials with religious fortitude : 
„that will baniſh deſpondence, and 
5 become the kind parent of every ſoul 
reviving hope. —© Bleſſed are thoſe 
whom the Lord chaſteneth;' © who 
2 « is their refuge and defence in the 
hour of trial,” and whoſe God is the 

= © ſtrength of their confidence.” 


„ =. 


— 
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THE LOVE SF PLEASURE. 


A fatyriſt® in þ times, 
When Rome, like Britain, groan'd with 0 

Aſſerts it for a ſacred truth, 
That pleaſures are the bane of youth : 
That ſorrow ſuch purſuits attend, 

Dr ſuch purſuits in ſorrow end: 
That all the wild advent'rer gains, 
| Hre Pts penitence, and pains, 
Da. Cor rox 's Visioxs. 


f 


N jnordinite re of pleaſure often 
leads us into the moſt laſting and 
ſerious miſeries; it involves us in ridi- 
culous diſtreſſes, and encompaſſes us 

with difficulties from which the toil of 

years will not ſet us free, And too 
often a youth of pleaſure and extrava- 
gance is followed by an old age of con- 
tempt, poverty, and trouble. The moſt 
generous minds are ſometimes led aſtray 
5 by 


* Perſius, 
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I by this unfortunate predilection. To 
Fratify the preſent moment, they be- 
come regardleſs of the future: virtue, 
F wa friends, and fortune, are un- 
guardedly facrificed o the caprices of 
he hour; and though warned by the 
hapleſs example of thouſands, they run 
heedleſsly on in the purſuit of pleaſure 
till they deprive themſelves of the power 
to enjoy it. 
Unhappy obſlinaey! fatal Aluka 
thoughtleſs propenſity | Pleaſure has no 
charms, when it madly overleaps the 
bounds of diſcretion: all her gaudy 
flowers fade and wither when they ap- 
proach the baneful preſence of that hag 
called Vice. Even the moſt innocent 
1 pleaſures may be purſued till they be- 
ome a crime in themſelves, and a miſ⸗ 
fortune to our deareſt connections. 

To ſacrifice too large a portion of our 
precious time, the intereſt of ourſelves 


and families, the peace of thoſe who 
have 
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have a juſt claim upon our moſt pru- | 1 
dent and tender attentions ought to be 1 
reprobated and diſcouraged, and muſt 
ever bring a degrading reproach upon 
the underſtanding. - 

Pleaſure may hkewiſe be dare till 
it becomes a ſlavery and toil, and the 1 
ill effects of an intemperate uſe of it 
may be ſeen in the broken conſtitutions, 
the early old age of many of its unthink- 
ing votaries. Late hours and a perpetual 
round of diſſipation, are the well-known 
enemies to youth and beauty, whilſt the 
moſt brilliant and captivating pleaſures 
are dearly purchaſed with the loſs of 1 
health, that firſt and moſt invaluable of 1 | 
human bleſſings, which, like the ſenſi- 2 
tive plant, muſt be carefully watched to 
be preſerved, and if once neglected, or 
too roughly handled, may ever after 
ſhrink from the ſlighteſt touch. | 

There cannot be a greater reproach 


upon our underſtanding than an immo- 
derate 
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1 derate love of frivolous and idle amuſe- 
9 ments: they tend to enervate the ſoul, 
and to render it unfit for higher and 
3 more rational enjoyments : it- gives to 
the whole -behaviour an appearance of 
; levity, makes the mind more eaſily ſuſ- 
e ceptible of bad impreſſions, and ex- 
poſes the young and inexperienced to a 
multiplicity of dangers: for when the 
attention is chiefly occupied on the 
thoughts of pleaſure, but little progreſs 
can be made in any uſeful improvement. 
Miſtake me not: I am no enemy to 
pleaſure, but when it miſleads the 
mind from that ſteady reftitude which 
ought to be obſerved in our conduct: 
nor have I a ſingle objection to any 
Z amuſement that does not interfere with 
XZ our moral and important duties. We 
ZZ have a juſt right to fill up our leiſure 
hours with ſuch recreations as are agree- 
able to our taſte, if they are not ſuch 
as iure © our principles, health, or for- 


as Lads * we 
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tune; but we are highly blameable 1 : 
when we make it our chief buſineſs and 
ſtudy, and facrifice to pleaſure not only 2 
the ſocial and active duties of this life, 
but our hopes in that which is to come. 


To attempt writing too ſeriouſly on 
the ſubject of pleaſure, and giving a 
longer diſſertation, may diſguſt, inſtead 
of convincing my young readers; I 
will therefore introduce two ſtories 1 
applicable to the ſubject, which 19 
met with ſome years ago: they are 
told in a way ſufficiently humorous to 
8 entertain, and at the ſame time con- 
1 tain ſo much good ſenſe and ridicule as 
By cannot fail to convince both young and 
| 


old, married or unmarried, of the folly 
of purſuing pleaſure -beyond the limits 
of prudence and diſcretion. 


Calling to viſit an |. acquaintance of 
mine, that married a young lady whom 


PARENTAL | MONITOR. 25 


le | te had brou ght up to London, I 
d heard his voice very loud before 1 
y 7 ſaw his face. I not only heard 
him raving about with vociferation, 
but in a volley of words from the 
foot of the ſtairs, calling to his 
wife, in the delivery of which he 
convinced me he had the lungs of a 
Stentor.— Come down, Nancy, I fay : 
* will you never leave your dreſſing- 
c“ room? How do you think we can 
s poſſibly find time to go to all theſe 
# * places, unleſs you make more haſte ?”? 
le then ſtepped forward to me in the 
hall, ſhook me by the hand, and hur- 
ZZ ried back to the bottom of the ſtairs, 
Come, come, my dear, pr ythee make 
= © haſte; here is Mr. Martin.“ 
© To this fecond ſummons the follow- 
ing anſwer was very feebly articulated— 
LI am coming preſently.” 
| <©< Preſently !” replied he, with preci- 
pitation, . preſently * do, Child; 
9 777 
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him, whither he Was going in ſuch a! 


to Lever's, calling at all the exhi- 


„in Hyde-park, and a turn in Ken. 


and dine with a friend, who is to carry 


LN < manner at the Caſino.” 


— 
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e We ſhall be too late; you muſt come 24 


< this minute.“ 1 

Here, finding him filent, cath fn L 
want of breath than want of inclination, * 
I ſeized the favourable inſtant ' to aſk | 1 5 
hurry? 

« To twenty places at once,” ſaid 5 
he. We are to meet a party at 
oy Chriſtie” 83 from thence we are to go 3 


cc bitions which lie in Our way; 3 then, if 2 
we have time, we are to take an airing 


<« fington-gardens ; we are then to dreſs, 


cus to ſee Garrick in a capital character: 
<« we ſhall then go to Ranelagh, walka few 
« rounds, return home to dreſs for Mrs. 
5e Cornely's maſked ball, dance a coti- 
lion, toſs down ſome iced cream, and i 
* conclude the evening in a comfortable Z 
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<< Upon my word,” replied I, * this 


XZ < js doing buſineſs ; and your lady is a 


« very happy woman in finding you ſo 
<« ready to let her ſee every thing. 
* Why, you muſt know, my dear 


Sir, I hurry her about in this man- 


< ner, that ſhe may, by ſeeing every 
* thing, have, in a little while, no- 
<< thing more to ſee; I hope, at leaſt, 


| © that ſhe will be cured of farther 
* curioſity. As ſhe has (what I call) 


c an inordinate paſſion for ſights, it is 
< my ſcheme to give her eyes a ſurfeit, 
< to wear her down with the fatigues of 
« pleaſure, and to make her, merely 
from an inabihty to keep up the ſpi- 


* rited life of a woman of faſhion, in 
© this gay, giddy town, wiſh as earneſtly _ 
ce to return to the old manſion-houſe in 
„ Monmouthſhire, as ever ſhe did to 

cc quit it, fired with the accounts which 


„ ſhe heard from ſome female helter- 
< ſkelters in my neigbourhood, of the 
C2 "© e 
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< joys of London, of which ſhe had no 
idea when I married her : and, be- 
„ tween you and I, if I had foreſeen 
ee the change in her diſpoſition, in conſe- 
< quence of her faſhionable connections, 
< I believe I ſhould not have thought 
of her for a wife. Could I but make 


her heartily weary of London, and all 
its intoxicating diverſions; could I 


< but make her again ſatisfied with the 
c calm pleaſures of domeſtication, I 


e ſhould be the happieſt of huſbands.” 


Here he broke off abruptly ; for the 


lady, of whom he had been fo feelingly 
talking, made her appearance upon the 
ſtairs. She ſeemed, by the ſlowneſs of 


her motions, to be hardly able to ſet one 
foot before the other; and looked, in- 


_ deed, as if ſhe would ſoon be unfit 
For any ſublunary enjoyments. 


My friend, however, affecting not to 


obſerve her, exclaimed haſtily Come, 


15 come, 


PARENTAL MONITOR 29 


come, my Dear, how can you loiter ſo, 
hen you know we have ſo much to 


1 cc do?“ . 
Bleſs me, Mr. Dumont, „e the 
lady, upon her entrance into the parlour, 


1 almoſt breathleſs, * why will you hurry 


| * me ſo? If there is no time, I will 
te ſtay at home to-day.” 
“Stay at home!” replied he briſkly, 
s when we have fixed our party, and 
e promiſed to meet our friends!“ 
« ] muſt, indeed,” ſaid ſhe, ” for I 
“ have ſuch a head-ach—and indeed, 


Sir, continued ſhe, addreſſing her- 


ſelf to me, we did not come home 
“ from a dance at Lady Frolick's till 
« paſt five this morning; ſo that I am 
“really half dead for want of reſt. If 
you pleaſe, therefore, added ſhe, 
turning to her huſband, * I will ſtay at 
* home. You can go without me.“ 
By the paleneſs of the lady's looks, by 
the mildneſs of her manner, and by the 
e ceearneſt- 
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earneſtneſs with which ſhe articulated 
her requeſt to ſtay at home, (a requeſt 


of a ſingular nature from the lips of a 


woman of modern taſte), I could not 
help feeling myſelf ftrongly inclined to 


ſpeak in her behalf: I actually began 4 3 


to plead for her, but my friend only 
laughed at me for my pains.—““ 1 
& let her off now, (ſaid he, in a whiſ- 
e per) ſhe will want to go moſt eagerly 
ſome other time. It is very plain, 


(continued he) that you have never 


* been married, and are totally unac- 
cc quainted with the artifices of the ſex, 
or you would with half an eye have 
« ſeen through all this.” | | 


„Why, (replied I) in the flow low. 


% key) I do ſee that ſhe is almoſt worn 
eto a ſkeleton, and that you will in a 
little while want no carriage for her 
i But an hearle.”” 
* Pſhaw, (cried he) that's your ig- 
* norance : uu never Knew a woman 
| | die 
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d die of pleaſure in your life; they pre- 
tend to be ſick, indeed, and make a 


£ great fuſs ; ; but the moment they be- 
gin to recover, they want to go abroad 
« again and again. Now what I with 
« at preſent, is ſo thoroughly to ſatiate 
* © my gentlewoman, that ſhe may not 
& have the leaſt deſire to ſee London 
e any more. In ſhort, there is no 
© peace with a woman, till you have 
« made her quite tired of ſeeing and 
hearing. And fo, Tom, (concluded 
< he, with a raiſed voice, calling to his 
* coachman) draw up cloſe to the 
* door: your pg is ſo fatigued ſhe 
© can hardly walk,” 
HFaving aſſiſted my friend in placing 
the lady in her carriage, I ſeated my- 
| ſelf by her, at his requeſt, as he had 
deſired me to accompany them to 
_ Chriſtie's. There, ſoon after we had 
dragged our fatigued companion up 
ſtairs, my friend hurried her from one 
vr. Cc 4 end 
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end of the room to the other with 
** Look here, Nancy — ſee there, my 
* dear,” till the intreated him to let her 'F 
fit down. On his leaving her, at laſt, 1 
to ſpeak to a gentleman of his acquaint- 
ance, ſhe availed herſelf of bis with- 
drawing to open her heart, and to ſtate 
Ber cafe to me. Mr. Dumont (ſaid 
* ſhe) is one of the beſt natured men 
in the world, and the moſt generous 
of hufbands. He grudges no ex- 
* pence, he fpares no trouble to enter - 
* tain me, as he thinks, by carrying 
* me about from one place to another; 
e but there are ſo many ſine things to 
te be ſeen in London, that I am weary 
© of going after them, and believe that 
“ E-ſhall be harraſſed out of my life if 
* we ſtay much longer here,” 
Fou would be glad then, Ma- 
dam, (replied I) to return to the old 
C family ſeat, without deſiring to come 
* up again?” I would indeed, Sir, 
8 3 


2 N II AED; < 
> 3 BOY 0.3 


7 
* 4 
8 
. 
4 
4 
$35 
+1 
oy 
8 
2 
* 
a: 
n 
+ 
1 2 
1 77 
85 
* 
we? 
. 
. 
7s 
441 1 
5 
5 } 
b 13 
* 1 
[1 2 1 
4 
n 
1 
5 
. 
= 5 
6 
& 7 > 
Bs! 5 
33 - 
$834; 
: 7 
#17 
- 
15 
* 
>? 
1288 - 
% 1 
188 
4 
5 
5 


BEAT. ages . > \ 
E —— 
eee PEEL» 
” A. 
— — — 1 
—— = 1 
r 
: 5 _ 9 


PARENTAL MONITOR. SD 


(anſwered the); ; but though I have 
© begged Mr. Dumont, on my knees, 
to take me down into the country, he 
© has refuſed me; ſtill, however, with 
ſo much good nature, telling me that 
he was willing I ſhould ſee every thing 
«firſt, that I could not have the heart 
to be angry at what was meant to 
pleaſe me: yet, if you could only 
e make him believe me to be in ear- 
* neſt, when 1 entreat him to carry me 
* to Monmouthſhire, I ſhould be "Oy ; 
„ obliged to you.” T 
I told her I would certainly try ; hon | 
| 1 oing to my friend, and telling him 
that Mrs. Dumont was taken ill, we 
returned to the carriage. There I re- 
tated to him what had paſſed between 
us during his abſence. My deareſt 
girl,“ replied he, if you are really 
„ fincere, we will ſet off to-morrow - 
7 morning. „ < How could you thinx 
* me otherwiſe ?” ſaid. the with. win - 


855 ning 
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ning accents. © ll tell you, love, 1 
“ (anſwered he) having ſeen half the RF 
* women in town, eſpecially the mar- ® 
* ried women, mad after diverſions of J 0 
ee one kind or other, not only from | 
Ts morning till night, but from night A 
ee to morning again: having ſeen the 4 
„ Counteſs of Rattle, Lady Sneer, Mrs. | 
“Scandal, and Miſs Sly, ruining their 
66 conſtitutions, and injuring their cha- | 
4 racers, by hurrying from place ö 
c to place, in ſearch of Happineſs, 
© (who flies from thoſe who purſue her 
c abroad, and only viſits thoſe who wait | 
« patiently for her at home ;) having 
& heen well afſured alſo, that a late ce- 
e lebrated beauty, in a diſtinguiſhed 
< ſtyle of life, abſolutely died a martyr 
d to pleaſure and to paint; how could | 
„I be certain that my Nancy might | 
c not copy the manners of the leaſt | 
cc amiable of her ſex, from the Pre- | 
„ yailng influence of imitation ? De- 
& ſirous, | 
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4 „ firous, therefore, of trying an expe- 
K riment of my own, whether you 
«© would follow the above examples, 


H and others of the ſame kind, I had 


K recourſe to a ſtratagem from which 


cc wiſhes: — I am now the OF 


of men. 

The lady's reply was of ſuch a na- 
ture, that it rendered her doubly ami- 
able in the eyes of her tranſported 
huſband : they drove home immedi- 
ately, ſent apologizing cards to thoſe 


plan of operations for that day, and ſet 
off for Monmouthſhire the next morn- 
ing, as contented and happy a couple 
as can poſſibly be found in any part of 
his Majeſty; 8 dominions. . 


CO. ᷑ 1:4 


I promiſed myſelf ſucceſs, and I have 
4 ſucceeded agreeably to my utmoſt 


with whom they had ſchemed their 
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A TFaunt to a Maſquerade. 

* Writing'is ſometimes a reſource to 
© the ſorrowful, and I ſo well like every 

© moral ſcheme of detecting and ex- 

< poſing folly, that I cannot help tell- 
ing how great a fool I have been my- 

* ſelf within theſe four-and-twenty 
hours. Although I am, and ever 
was, a bookiſh man, yet I have a. 
dear, beautiful woman belonging to 
© me, who is addicted to viſit every 
public place, where books, and all 

© which belong to them, are totally out 
of the queſtion. As I was, the even- 
ing before laſt, reading the newſpaper, 
I happened to hit upon à paflage re- 
11 lating to Mrs. Cornely's mafque-. 
rade; upon which up ſtarted my 
wife in an ecſtacy, and proteſted that 
*-ſhe ſhould think herſelf in paradiſe, 
Lif 1 would permit her to purchaſe a a 
ticket, and alſo attend her myſelf. — 

* Women, and even wives, have ſome- 

; times 
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© times a winning way of making a 
© propoſal not to be withitood. A pipe 


— 1 J 7 5 
„ 
£ —_—_ 3 
- >, 13 : 3 4 E — # . 
_ $ 2 8 52 6 « 7 8 ti 4 E c ” . 5 = ; 
2 9 obacco im O Complacen 
e * „ 
„ 5 
* "SEA * - 
=Y MY 
1 


and it hits my particular conſtitution 
© ſo happily, that if I am ever fo way 
«ward; or waſpiſh, at the time of light- 
© ing it, half a ſcore whiffs ſoften me 
into good humour; and before I have 
had the firſt knock-out of the aſnes, 
I am ſo perfectly brought round, that 
I can refuſe nothing that is ſubmitted 
by way of boon to my kindneſs. 
© Mrs. Giddygad took me juſt at this 
criſis; my lips were wedded to the 
pipe, and ſhe prevailed with the man 
of ſmoak to-go to the maſquerade. 
The tickets coſt me- I am aſhamed. 
to fay what; the dreſſes ſtood me, in 
hard money, the fam of impoſſible 
to utter it; the maſks, hats, hoods, 
* feathers, and other fooleries, mounted 
the aggregate ſum to- zounds and the 
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devil, worſe and worſe, — In ſhort, 
© after we had made ourſelves as much 
© like two devils as poſſible, inſomuch 
* that we turned away in diſguſt from 
© each other, the happy hour arrived, 
and we ſet forward in this frightful 
© ſituation, for the Pegfarer of a m 

© querade. 

But, that the buſineſs might be 

* quite in the ton, it was ſuggeſted by 
* an acquaintance to my wife, how pretty 
it would be, if ſhe would give a call 
at one or two of thoſe private houſes 
thrown open for the reception of 
© maſks.” To one of theſe manſions we 
_ © repaired : it was a vaſt pile of polite 
building; the liveries were jemmy, 
and the ſtair-caſes were geometrical. 
Up theſe we aſcended, my wife with 
the levity of Mercury, and I with the 
© lethargy of Somnus, and both of us 
« as ugly as Satan, The doors of the 


6 great room were thrown open, freſh 
Tg maſques 
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, maſques were announced, and ve 
5 were uſhered to the notice of—what, 


reader, doſt thou ſuppoſe? — Why, 


* to the full ridicule of about two hun- 
* dred people, who appeared juſt what 
God Almighty and the perfumer made 


them. Not a maſk but ourſelves in the 


* whole room. Not a ſingle fool out 


of his own proper character but us. 
The Maſter of the Ceremonies, and 
of the houſe, advanced very politely 
© to enquire us out, hoping he ſhould. 

© have the pleaſure of ſeeing our faces. 


My poor, dear wife, attempted to be 
* witty, and ſqueaked out in the true 


1 © maſquerade key, that ſhe would not 
© unmaſk. We were the butt of every 
| © body about us :—O- how I bleſſed the 
tender mercies of Providence, that all 


this ridicule was levelled at us, under 
the likeneſs of ſome infernal culprit, 


in the Tartarian regions. But, plague 


take her! my * lounges to go on 
with 
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© with her wit, and would have talked * 
in character, as ſhe called it, to every 
0 body preſent, although the deuce a 
© perſon was there who was a match for 
two ſuch imps of diiguiſe and darkneſs.” 
© We were now given to ed... f 
that it was a private houſe for private 
t eircles. By the ſoul of ſenſibility that 
© 19 in me, if the ſtrings of my maſk . 
had now flipt their knot, I muſt have 
© beed a dead man. What, thought 1 
© to myſelf,” have I prematurely daſhed. 
the honeſt aſhes out of my pipe; have 
1 left my beloved library of well- 
choſen books, have 1 put my raſn 
hand into my purſe, and have E paid 
for coach-hire, dreſs hire, man hire, 
and boy-hire, to introduce myſelf 
uncalled, and unwelcome, into a pri- 
vate houſe? Have 1 done all this in 
order to diſturb a room. full of peo- 
ple, who never ſaw either me or my 
maſk before, ſince they had eyes? 
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o ſpare words, I muſt obſerve 
XZ *« that I made ſome advances to the 
= « door, in my way to which my poor, 


dear Grace Giddygad whiſpered to 
me that we had miſtaken the houſe. — 
Humph ! faid I. I caught at the 
door, and with my ſpouſe ruthed along 
like lightning, through a file of foot- 
men, who, ſuppoſing us to be wel- 
© come gueſts, ran with great officiouſ- 
neſs to ſeek for our carriages and ſer- 
vants., The word of call was given 
at the foot of the. geometrical ſtairs, 
and continued without interruption 
through the whole lane of livery-men.. 
The maſks ſervants and carriages, ihe 

maſks ſervants and carriages, cried they. 


© —Bold founding words, and as I 


could ſee by my Grace, not diſpleaſ- 
ing. —She humoured the fplendid im- 
- poſition, and ſaid they were in blue 
and filver. Odd's death, Sir, it was 
all a cheat; all the blue we had was 
1 * 
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about our own ugly dreſſes; and as 


to ſilver, heaven help us Though we 
had enough to pay for an hackney 


coach on our going, it was perfectly 


requiſite that we ſhould return by 


the ſame conveyance, for ſome of 
the moſt excellent and prevailing 


reaſons that ever were urged up- 


on any occaſion. Violent and long 
were the echoing reverberations of 

the maſks ſervants and carriages.” 
They might have been ſummoned all 
night. And yet, how to diſcloſe the 
- miſerable, ſhabby truth ! After all this' 
parading, I was upon the brink of a 


diſcovery, that would have ſubjected 


us to the moſt accumulated ſarcaſm.” 


Friend, ſaid I, as to our carriages and 


ſervants---I---I---1 ſuppoſe.-------** You 


© ſuppoſe (replied Grace, dreading the 
% conſequence)----the fellows ought to 


5 loſe their places: They hear us now, 


E all the while, the poſitive and obſti- 


C< nate 


* nate raſcals, and won't anſwer us. 1 


_ 


40 


the dirt of the * s drudgery hanging 
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deſire, Sir William (ſhe knighted me 


in an inſtant) I defire, Sir William, 


you will {trip off their liveries, and 


in great anger, turn them out of doors 


this very night.“ What was to be 
done ? Thane the deception, and 
promiſed to be in as great a paſſion as 
was neceflary ; vowing I would not 
ſuffer either of the villains to fleep 
another night under my roof. I kept 
my word, and the matter was all very 


coolly ſettled, without a buſtle ; for 
where there is no body to quarrel with, 
why ſhould a man ſcold outrageoully ? 


The ſervants began to take part even 
againſt our ſervants ; and one of them 
was ſo exceedingly civil, as to ſet off 
to tell his maſter our calamity, that 


we might go home like ourſelves, in 


his own chariot. - In the mean time, 
as it happened, our hack, with all 


© at 
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* 


at its wheels, and ſplaſhed over its body, 
was driven up pretty near us. Truth 
to ſay, we were both aſhamed to own 
any acquaintance with it. There was 
© by this time a noiſe upon the ſtairs; 
© the moment of retreat was before us. 
vehemently vowing to ſtrip our ſer- 
* vants to the ſkin, as ſoon as they 
© ſhould come home, we reſolved not 
© to ſtay for them, and, contrary to all 
© perſuaſion, padded it away upon the 
* pavement, in maſquerade.” : 
F hope my young readers will make 
proper obſervations on the above ſto- 
ries; and, by avoiding the follies they 
meant to ridicule, eſcape the mortifica- 
tion and inconvenience, which muſt ever 
attend an improper and too expentive - 
love of Taman 
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RETIREMEN T. 


The mind not taught to think, no uſeful ſtore 

To fix reflection, dreads the vacant hour: 
Turn'd on itſelf, its numerous wants are ſeen, 
And all the mighty void that lies within. 

Yet cannot wiſdom ſtamp our joys complete, 

*Tis conſcious virtue crowns the bleſt retreat ; 
Who feels not that, the private path muſt ſhun, 

And fly to public view t* eſcape his own : 

In life's gay ſcenes uneaſy thoughts ſuppreſs, 

And lull each envious care in dreams of peace. 
Midſt foreign objects not employed to roam. 
Thought, ſadly active, ftill corrodes at home: 

A ſerious moment breaks the falſe repoſe, _ 
And guilt in all its naked horror ſhows. 
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WAN the gay hours of life are 
paſt, many will court RETIRE-/ 
MENT, and as eagerly fly the cheerful 
haunts of men, .as they once ſought to 
| find them. Ah! why not fometimes 
retire from the world before it retires 
from us? Why not accuſtom ourſelves 
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to a habit of converſing with our own 


hearts, before the tempeſtuous voyage 


of life is too far advanced to render our 


ſeceſſion from the world a matter of 
_ neceſſity to ourſelves, and indifference 


to others. By ſometimes withdrawing 
from the gay ſcenes with which we are 


ſurrounded, we give ourſelves an oppor- 


tunity of diſcovering their futility, and 
by partaking them frugally, we enjoy 
them with a double degree of reliſh and 
ſatisfaction. By ſuch temporary ſeclu- 


ſions we have ſufficient time to look 


into our own minds, and to ſettle our 
accounts with conſcience ; which if we 


defer doing too long, grow ſo compli- 


cate, and difficult to make out with ac- 
curacy, that, like bad book-keepers, 
we omit recollecting many articles it 
would be greatly to our intereſt ſhould 


not remain unſettled. 


| Retired pleaſures are by far the moſt 


laſting and atisfaRory ; ; leſs hurtful to 


health, 
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health, leſs injurious to fortune, and 
more congenial to peace of mind, than 
the buſtling and unſatisfying pleaſures 
of a diſſipated world. A few conge- 
nial, ſincere and generous friends are 
neceſſary to make lite pleaſant, and a 


few ſimple amuſements ſufficient to fill 


up our leiſure time. We could not be 
ſaid to live, without ſociety : a life of 
abſolute ſecluſion from our fellow crea- 
tures would be as unpleaſant as it would 
be ſingular and uſeleſs. We were formed 
to ſerve, enliven, and be friendly with 
each other : and this ſocial and benign 
purpoſe may be accompliſhed without 
living . perpetually in a crowd, or be- 
ing conſtantly engaged. I know none 


more to be pitied than thoſe who have 


no hours they can call their own. They 
may be juſtly ſaid to make a toil of plea- 
ſure, and a bankrupt of their time. 


Air and exerciſe are not more neceſ- 


tary or conducive to the health of the 
body, 
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body, than retirement to the benefit and 
vigour of the mind. A few hours ſet 


apart every day for ſerious reflection, 
will neither injure the complexion nor 
impair the conſtitution; nor will ſuch 
retirement from the world hurt the 
ſpirits, or deprive us of a proper love 
For ſociety; on the contrary, it will 
give us a better taſte, and a higher 
reliſh for the amuſements and relaxa- 


tions we find it convenient and pleaſant 


to allow ourſelves ; whilſt the perſon 


who can find time to attend to every 


body and every thing but themſelves, 


may juſtly be ſaid to enjoy nothing; 


and by continually running from one 
ſcene of diverſion to another, meet 
neither pleaſure nor amuſement at any. 
Ever weary, without having any thing 
to do, and always buſy, without one ue 


ful employment. 
- Whilſt thoſe who are content to par- 


take the Pleaſures of life with modera- 


tion, 
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tion, may really be faid to enjoy them 
truly. And even thoſe who are en- 
gaged in the toils and buſineſs of lite, 


in order to procure ſupport for them- 
ſelves and families, may ſteal a few hours 
from ſleep, to retire from the cares and 
anxieties of the world, to improve their 


minds, and (if I may uſe the expreſ- 


fion) converſe with themſelves. Others, 
who are bleſt with affluence or inde- 
pendence, can withdraw as often as 
they pleaſe to enjoy this moſt enviable 


and uſeful indulgence, in order to pre- 


pare and arm their minds with forti- 
| tude and reſignation to encounter the 
trials of life. It is neceſſary ſometimes 


to exclude ourſelves from the world, in 


order to reliſh it properly, to reconcile 
ourſelves to what Providence has thought 


fit to deny us, and to reflect with grati- 


- tude on the many bleflings his bounty 
| has beſtowed. Then will diſcontent be 


baniſhed from our hearts, and either in 
Vor. 1 — the 
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the buſtle of the world, or the boſom 
of retirement, we ſhall find ourſelves 
equally diſpoſed to be 1 eng and ſa- 
tisfied. 


5 
How wretch'd that unfurniſh'd mind, 
Which, to each vain purſuit inclin'd, 
Is ever bent to roam! 
Oh! be that reſtleſs ſtate abhorr'd ! 
Seek not for happineſs abroad ; 
She's only found at home ! 


Le ſages, who, with anxious care, — 
Rov'd thro' the fleeting tracts of air, 
A vacuum to find; 
Wiſer had ye employ'd your kill, 
With ſolid ſenſe and worth to fill 
© Phe vacuum of the mind. 


Let choice, not virinkled ſpleen engage 
The mind to quit the world's gay ſtage, 
Where folly's ſcenes are play'd. 
Sour diſcontent and pining care 
Attaint the fragrance of the air, 
= | Diſturb the ſilent ſhade. 


p | +: Mr. Cuaoper's Ode to Solitude. 
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Mothers, tis ſaid, in days of old, 
Eſteem'd their girls more choice than gol 1 
Too well a daughter's worth they knew, 
To make her cheap by public vie c,: 
= {Few who their diamonds value weigh, 
5 Expoſe thoſe diamonds every day) 
5 Then, if Sir Piume drew near and ſmil'd, 
The parent trembled for her child: 
The firſt advance alarm' d her breaſt, 
And fancy pictur'd all the reſt. 
But now no mother fears a foe, 
No daughter ſhudders at a beau. 
Da-. Cor rox's Visions. 


| ST: however it may of late 
have been exploded, unpatro- 
niſed, and driven to the neceſſity of 5 
concealing itſelf from the pointed ob- 1 
ſervation of -unfeeling ridicule, or the | 
rude ſtare of incorrigible impudence = | 
(the ugly maſk of ignorance and de- [| 
pravity); though abuſed as an auk- 1 
ward and untaſhionable incumbrance, | 
De | and 
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and baniſhed from many of our pub- 


lic places, leſt it ſhould be any reſ- 
traint on the votaries of diſſipation, 
has ſtill a friend and ſecret admirer in 
every virtuous boſom. EDT 

In my opinion, there cannot be a 


more captivating or intereſting object 


than a young. girl, who with timid mo- 
deſty enters a room filled with a mixed 
company. The bluſh, which diffuſes its 
.crimſon on her. cheek, is not only the 
moſt powerful charm of beauty, but 
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does honour to the innocence of her 


heart, and has a peculiar claim on the 
tender and penerous feelings of every 
ſuſceptible mind. Her artleſs confu- 
ſion and retiring delicacy merit indul- 
gence, and demand univerſal reſpect; 

whilſt the inſolent joke, rude double 
entendre, or fly inſinuation that her 
affectation may be ſeen through the roſy 
veil it has artfully borrowed, deferves 
Aanſtant chaſtiſement and general con- 
| tempt. 
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tempt. To inſult or diſtreſs modeſty, 
is too commonly the en humour 
of unbluſhing vice. 

It has of late years been thought ne- 
ceſſary to introduce young people early 
into what is called Life, in order 
that this ruſtic and beautiful diffidence 
might not oppoſe them to the obſerva- 
tion and ridicule of the faſhionable 
world. Miſtaken notion! cruel inno- 
vation on the ſweet ſimplicity of youth 
and innocence! What an opinion does 
it give a rational and thinking mind 
of modern refinements, which have ſo 
dangerous tendency !_ 

In former ages, a modeſt and difh- 
dent woman was ſure to meet with ge- 
neral reſpect, and appeared to have a 
juſt demand on every one for protec- 
tion. Vice then fled, to conceal its ug- 
lineſs and deformity from the penetrat- 
ing eyes of the world and the wily 
libertine, the upprincipled gambler, or 
—— 1 the 
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the known votaries of Bacchus, were 
ſhunned, as monſters formed to deſtroy : 
whilſt the poor victims cf their baſe- 
neſs, unable to ſupport the humiliating 
diſtreſſes which their own weakneſs and 
the frailties of others had brought upon 
them, atoned by years of penitence 
and voluntary obſcurity, for a few hours 
of guilt, fol ly, and believing Re - 
neſs. 

But the countenance and indulgence 
which has for ſo long a period been 
extended to faſhionable ſeduQion, has 
rendered too many regardleſs of cen- 
ſure, and fearleſs of conſequences. The 
unhappy daughters of frailty, by being 
often ſeen, ſeldom rob us of a tear; 
and at the time their miſeries are be- 
held with contempt or indifference, by 
their own ſex, and are either encoura- 
ged or inſulted by the other, they are 
deprived of hope by cruelty, or bribed 
into a continuance in guilt, till they 

185 become 
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become too hardened for repentance z 
and often, after a life of miſery, end 
their wretched exiſtence the victims of 
folly, perſecution, deſpair and want. 
Hapleſs children of Indiſcretion! 
- Whilſt the good, humane, and benevo- 
| lent behold. your ſufferings with an eye 
of tender compaſſion, and pray for your 
reformation, your own hearts will not 
be ſo indulgent to your failings, you 
will ever, at times; in the bitterneſs 
of anguiſh, lament your firſt deviation 
from the ſafe, ſerene and pleaſant paths 
of modeſt innocence ; and in the ſerious 
moments of reflection (for ſuch mo- 
ments there will be found to ſteal up- 
on you, could you even ſecure your- 
ſelves a conſtant reſidence in the houſe 
of joy) regret the heart-rending pangs 
your imprudence brought on your un- 
fortunate parents: and till the cold 
hand of death has cloſed thoſe eyes 
which once ſparkled with the ſoft ema- 
DP·;rv 
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/ nation of unſullied purity, lament your 


difregard of the divine precepts of reli- 


gion, the baſis of every virtue. 
May this true, though painful deſ. 


cription, of thoſe unhappy females, who 


have fallen into the ſnares of guilt, 
check a too eager deſire after pleaſure in 
the youthful mind unſpotted with a 


crime! May it ſuppreſs all impatient 


deſires of being early introduced into a 


world from which they have ſo much to 


fear, and fo little to hope! 

Look into yourſelves, learn wiſdom, 
and acquire experience, before you ven- 
ture into the dangerous vortex of be. 
guiling pleaſure. If you cannot find 


contentment in the ſweet ſecurity of do- 


meſtic enjoyments, be aſſured you will 
never find happineſs abroad. 
I cannot take leave of this ſubject 


without introducing a few paſſages from 


the Oeconomy of Human Lite, a work 
| uy 
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every page of which contains a leſſon | 
of wiſdom. 35 

« Give ear, fair daughter of love, to 
the inſtructions of prudence, and let 
the precepts of truth fink deep into 
© thine heart; fo ſhall the charms of 


© thy mind add luſtre to the elegance 
= © of thy form; and thy beauty, like the 


© roſe it reſembleth, ſhall retain its 


© '{weetneſs when its bloom is withered. 


In the ſpring of thy youth, in the 
* morning of thy days, when the eyes 
of men gaze on thee with delight, and 


nature whiſpereth in thine ear the 


* meaning of their looks; ah! hear 


with caution their ſeducing words, 


a 


guard well thy heart, nor liſten to their 


* ſoft perſuaſions. 
Who is ſhe that winneth the Bett 
* of man, that ſubdueth him to love, 
* and N in his breaſt? 
Lo! yonder ſhe walketh in maiden : 
„ 1 
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- ſweetneſs, with innocence in her mind, 
and modeſty on her cheek. 

Her hand ſeeketh employment, her 
foot delighteth not in gadding abroad. 

she is clothed with neatneſs, ſhe is 
fed with temperance ; humility and 
* meekneſs are as a crown of glory c cir- 
* cling her head. 


On her tongue dwelleth muſic, the 


ſweetneſs of honey floweth from her 
* lips. 
© Decency is in all her words, i in her 
© anſwers are mildneſs and truth. 

« Submiſſion and obedience are the 


> leſſons of her life, peace and happineſs 


© are her reward. 


Before her ſteps walketh Prudence, 


© and Virtue attendeth at her right hand. 


Her breaſt is the manſion of good- 


© neſs, and therefore ſhe OR! no 
+ evil in others. 

* Happy were the man that ſhould 
make her his wife, happy. _” child 
* that Tong call her mother.” 
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HAPPINESS. 


Oh Happineſs ! our being's end and aim 

Good, Pleaſure, Eaſe, Content, whate'er thy name; 

That ſomething ſtill which prompts, th' eternal ſigh ; 

For which we bear to live, or dare to die, | 
Which ſtill ſo near us, yet beyond us lies, 
O'erlook'd, ſeen double, by the fool, and wiſe. 

Plant of celeſtial ſeed ! if dropt below, 

Say in what mortal ſoil thou FRY to grow. 

| | Pop RE. 


VI. are all eager after Hayes; 3 
Me ſeek for it in ten thouſand 


different forms and ſituations; but alas 
we return from the purſuit weary and 
diſappointed. To be happy is not the 
lot of many: to be contented is in 
every one's power. It was never de- 

ſigned by Providence that perfect hap- 
pineſs ſhould be found on earth: and fo 
blind and undiſcerning are we, mortals, 
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we often loſe the bleſling, 1 in the me- 
thods we take to obtain it. 

The avaricious man. will toil early 
and late, and expect to find happineſs 
in the abundance of his wealth; but the 


anxiety which he feels, to preſerve the 
riches he has acquired, prevents the en- 


joyment he expected; whilſt his unwil- 


lingneſs to part with the ſmalleſt por- 
tion of his treaſures, proves, that happi- 
neſs is not to be obtained by wealth. 

The warrior will go in ſearch of hap- 
pineſs in the rough and thorny paths of 


glory: but ſhe is of too timid, too gen- 
tle a nature to be found amidſt the hor- 
rors of devouring war, and retires af- 
frighted from carnage and cruelty. She 


delights not in thoſe ſcenes of blood and 


devaſtation, which will too often carry 
the hero on to conqueſt, and from which 


he returns without the treaſure he vain- 
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Royalty, pomp, rank, power, and am- 
bition, the regal dome, the ſculptured 


' marble, the painted cieling, the gilded 


furniture, the diamond's blaze, often 


ſurround thoſe who are ſtrangers to Hap- 


pineſs, Look at yon humble cottage : 


its unambitious, its guiltleſs inhabitants, 


are far more likely to poſleſs the trea- 


| ſure. They venture not to mix with the 


throng that are hurrying into the broad 
and crowded road of ambition. Ex- 
empt from the tumults and ſtratagems 


of a buſy world, they find Happineſs in 


the peaceful vale of unaſpiring humility ; _ 


and by having no nice refinements, no 


artificial, no unneceſſary wants or wiſhes, 
obtain a larger portion of her favours 
than thoſe who ſeek her amidſt the gau- 


dy externals of faſhionable life, and the 
burthenſome forms of etiquette. Reli- 


gion ſtands at her right hand, Virtue at 
her left : ſhe is attended by Truth and 


her 
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her boſom friends. If you wiſh to find 


n 
n F * 1 
r e ere Web at PS 3,00 OR NG — 


Happineſs, you muſt have the ſame. at- 
tendants, or, be aſſured, you will never 
ſucceed. | 
But expett not penn © ROY in: 
any ſtation : it never can be. yours, till 
the“ mortal has. put on OST 
e the corruptible- incorruption.” Be 


content to reſign the preſent, and fail 


not to uſe. your unwearied endeavours 
to ſecure the future. Thin is the par- 
tition that ſeparates this life from the 
next. The ſucceeding hour may ſum- 


mon you from earth: therefore deſpair 


not. Though you are ſurrounded with 
affliction, tortured by pain, or labour- 


ing under all the hardſhips and miſeries 


of poverty, if you have faith in your. 
Redeemer, and have inſured the favour 
of your God, you walk on a ſure foun- 


dation; your ſearch is ended; you have 
diſcovered the ſecret by which alone 


the prize can be gained, your happineſs 
i 
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is ſecure, beyond the power of any 


thing on earth to deſtroy. By conquer- 
ing the fear of death, the grand eſſential 
is obtained : earth's fleeting grandeur 
may paſs away : you may be ſeverely 
tried, whilſt you ſee the infamous and 
| guilty proſper: time and death may 
have robbed you: of thoſe you loved 


more than life: the world may ſlight 
you, and your friends, like thoſe of 


holy Job, abuſe and forſake you : ſtill 
you will be bleſſed, compared with the 
miſerable being, who, enjoying every 


good this world can give, has loſt his 


dependence on his God, and his hope 


of an happy immortality. 


Fearleſs he ſees, who is with virtue crown'd, 
The tempeſt rage, and hears the thunder ſound ; 
Moft truly noble, who, contemning fate, 
In midſt of ſpears and javelins keeps his ſtate; 

- Compos'd and firm he fiands, nor ſhrinks to feel 
The piercing arrow, or the pointed fteel : 

Diſdaining chance, regardleſs he looks down, 

Ever the ſame, whether ſhe ſmile or frown ; 
Serenely as he lived reſigns his breath, 
I 3 half — nor grieves at death. 
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The following excellent allegory is 
ſaid to be the production of an ancient 
and reſpectable poet. | | 
When Jupiter took into his hands 
the government of the world, the ſeve- 
ral parts of nature, with their preſiding 
deities, did homage to him; one pre- 
ſenting him with a mountain of winds ; . 
another with a magazine of hail; and 


a third with a pile of thunderbolts. 


The ſtars offered up their influence; the 
ocean gave in his trident, the earth her 
fruits, and the ſun his ſeaſons. Among 
the ſeveral deities who came to make - 
their court on this occaſion, the deſti- 
nies advanced with two great tuns, car- 
ried before them, one of which they 


fixed at the right hand of Jupiter, as 


he ſat on his throne; and the other 
on his left. The firſt was filled with 
all the bleſſings, and the other with all 
the calamities of human life. Jupiter, 
in the beginning of his reign, finding 
i 306: 
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the world much more innocent than it 


is in this iron age, poured very plenti- 


fully out of the tun that ſtood at his 
right hand; but as mankind degene- 


rated, and became unworthy of his bleſ- 


ſings, he ſet abroach the other veſlel, 
that filled the world with pain and po- 


verty, battles and diſtempers, jealouſy 
and falſhood, intoxicating pleaſures and 
untimely deaths. He was at length ſo 
very much incenſed at the great depra- 


vation of human nature, and the re- 
peated provocations which he err 


from all parts of the earth, that having 
reſolved to deſtroy the whole ſpecies, 


except Deucalion and Pyrrha, he com- 


manded the deſtinies to gather up the 
bleſſings which he had thrown away 


upon the ſons of men, and lay them up 


till the world ſhould be inhabited by a 
more virtuous and deſerving race of 


mortals. The three ſiſters immediately 
ae to me earth, in ſearch of the | 


ſeveral 
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ſeveral bleſſings that had been ſcattered 


on it, but found the taſk which was en- 
joined them to be much more diſſicult 
than they had imagined. The firſt 
places they reſorted to, as the moſt likely 


to ſucced in, were cities, palaces, and 
courts; but inſtead of meeting with 
what they looked for here, they found 
nothing but envy, repining, uneaſineſs, 
and the like bitter ingredients, of the 


» 
ww 
oy 


left hand veſſel, Whereas, to their 


great ſurpriſe, they diſcovered content; 


chearfulneſs, health, innocence, and 


n 


other the moſt ſubſtantial bleſſings of 


life in cottages, ſhades, and ſolitudes. 
There was another circumſtance, no leſs 


unexpected than the former, and which 
gave them very great perplexity in the 


diſcharge of the truſt which Jupiter had 
committed to them. They obſerved 


that ſeveral bleſſings had degenerated 


mities had N into bleſſings, ac- 


cording 


into calamities, and that ſeveral cala- 


SIM 
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cording as they fell into the polen 


of wiſe or fooliſh men. They often 
found power, with ſo much inſolence 


and impatience cleaving to it, that it 


| became a misfortune to the perſon on 


whom it was conferred. Youth had 


often diſtempers growing about it, 


worſe than the infirmities of old age. 


Wealth was ſometimes united to ſuch ſor- 
did avarice, as made it the moſt uncom- 
fortable and painful kind of poverty; 
on the contrary, they often ſaw pain 


made glorious by fortitude, poverty loſt 
in content, deformity beautified with vir- 
tue. In a word, the bleſſings were fre- 
quently found like good fruits planted in 


a bad ſoil, that by degrees fall off from 
their natural reliſh, into taſtes altogether 


inſipid or unwholeſome ; and the calami- 
ties, like harſh fruits, cultivated in a 


good ſoil, and enriched by proper grafts 
and inoculations, till they ſwell: with 
_ generous and delightful juices. 


There 
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There was ſtill a third circumſtance 
that occaſioned as great a ſurpriſe to the 
three ſiſters as either of the foregoing, 
when they. diſcovered ſeveral bleſſings 
and calamities which had never been 
in the tuns, that ſtood by the throne 
of Jupiter, and were notwithſtanding as 
great occaſions of happineſs or cogent 
as any there. | 

Theſe were that ſourlous crop of bleſ.. 
ſings which were never ſown by the 
hand of the deiry, but grew of them- 

| ſelves out of the fancies and - diſpoſi- 
tions of human creatures; fuch as dreſs, 
titles, place, equipage, falſe ſhame, and 
groundleſs fear, that ſhoot up in Ys 
weak, and irreſolute minds. | 
The deſtinies, finding themſelves in- 
ſo great a perplexity, concluded, that it 
would be impoſſible for them to exe- 
cute the commands that had been given 
them according to their firſt intention ; 
for which reaſon they agreed to throw 
all 
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all the bleſlings and calamities together 5 
into one large veſſel, and in that man- 


ner offer them up at the feet of Jupiter. 

This was performed accordingly; the 
eldeſt ſiſter preſenting herſelf before 
the veſſel, and introducing it with an 
_ apology for what they had done, as 
follows: 

Oh Jupiter, ſaid hs, we have ga- 
< thered together all the good and evil, 
the comforts and diſtreſſes of human 
life, which we thus preſent before thee 


in one promiſcuous heap: we beſeech 
© thee that thou thyſelf wilt ſort them 


out for the future, as in thy wiſdom 
thou ſhalt think fit; for we acknow- 
© ledge that there is none beſide thee, 


that can judge what will occaſion grief 


bor joy in the heart of a human crea- 
© ture, and what will prove a bleſſing or 


da calamity to the perſon. on whom K 
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GRATITUDE AND AFFECTION DUE 


TS PRECEPTORS. 


Delightful taſk ! to rear the tender thought, 

'To teach the young idea how' to ſhoot, 

To pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 

To breathe the enlivening ſpirit, and to fix 

The e purpoſe 1 in the glowing breaſt. 
THOMSON- 


ö J* Feel ſo irreſiſtable an Ampulle to ad- 


dreſs the younger part of my read- 
| ers on this truly intereſting ſubject, as 
I cannot think of ſuppreſſing, that they 
may underſtand the nature of thoſe 
obligations they owe to all - entruſted 
with their education, in order to their 
ever retaining a proper reſpe& and gra- 
titude for thoſe who undertook to form 
their yielding, but untutored minds. 
It is, undoubtedly, very delightful 
To teach the young idea how to ſhoot.” 


The 


DARENTAL MONITOR. + 


"The ſweet thought was truly parental. 
To the truth of the poet's obſervation 
every fond parent's heart will give cor- 
roborating teſtimony, by a thouſand 
_ pleaſant ſenſations, often felt, but not 
to be deſcribed. But to them who have 
the care of a number of young people, 
without thoſe tender and all ſubduing 
ties which unite the parent to the child, 
and which render that a taſk, which 
nature and affection, on the other hand, 
converts to a pleaſure, it is far differ- 
ent: it is an arduous undertaking. 1 
know of no labour more fatiguing, no 


charge more important, no confinement 
more irkſome, than attending to the 


ene 


education of youth; particularly of thoſe 
whoſe wayward diſpoſitions, perverſe 


” tempers, and unruly conduct, delight in 
diſtreſſing the heart of the good pre- 


ceptor, or wring with diſappointment 
and ſhame that of the careful and watch- 


ful governeſs. 
| It 
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It is not always in the power of every 
parent to undertake the education of 
| their children: neither is it incumbent 
| on them. Buſineſs, the numerous avo- 

| | * cations of an active life, and often the 
want of abilities, are ſufficient reaſons 


for their yielding them up to the care 
of others : and happily for the young 

ö people of this nation, there are a num- 

ber of ſuch excellent ſeminaries of 


learning, as render it leſs neceſſary for 
parents to perform that part of duty 
themſelves.— There are likewiſe a thou- | 
Jand advantages to be met with in a | 
public education, which are not to 
be found at home; on the contrary, |M 
many. arguments. might be uſed in be- 
half of private tuition : but where 
= there are only one or two young people, 
if the ſpirit of emulation is in a great 
[ meaſure loſt, and they have much fewer 
opportunities of forming connections, 
VT which are often of great ſervice to them 
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in their progreſs through life, and by 


from many pernicious and improper 
indulgences, and made more fit to en- 
counter a harſh and not very indulgent 
world. On the contrary, it may be 


But as thoſe who ſet bad examples 
ſeldom paſs unpuniſhed, TI am inclined 
to think, the degradation which they 
ſee them expoſed to ſuffer has a much 
greater and more laſting influence upon 
the mind, in deterring them from 
vicious practices, than any account 


of truth or fiction, reſpecting the pu- 


niſhment of vice, or the pleaſant rewards 


of a contrary conduct. 
I know many worthy clergymen who 
have undertaken the important charge 
of © rearing the tender thought,” who, 
You. I. | 1 am 
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being ſent from home, they are weaned 


argued that they are more in danger 
from the influence of bad exmaple. 


which they may read of in the records 
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I am convinced, make the ſtrict dif- 
charge of their duty the buſineſs, the 
ſtudy, and the pleaſure of their lives. 

They are entitled to the reſpe& of the 
old, and the gratitude of the young. So 
_ uſeful and beneficial an employment, 
inſtead of degrading, adds greatly to 
the importance and dignity of their 
—_— = 

I likewiſe know many of my own ſex, 
who have equally and zealouſly per- 
formed the duties of their ſtation, in 
the education of young women, who 
have proved very ſhining ornaments to 
the preſent age, and may be quoted as 
examples of genius and worth to future 


generations. | 
Next to the parent, and neareſt 
relatives, the worthy preceptor and 
the tender and careful preceptreſs are 
entitled to your grateful affection; 
and to obſerve their precepts is as 
much your duty, as it is theirs to 


enforce them: pay then a juſt and 
Attentive 
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attentive reſpe& to their admonitions': 
obſerve their leſſons, obey their com- 
mands, and by fo doing render their 
undertaking of advantage to yourſelves, 
and as little troubleſome to them as 
poſſible : be thankful for every indul- 

gence they beſtow, and think them not 
_ unkind for thoſe which are denied, be- 
cauſe improper. Complain not of them 
if you meet with humiliation, or pu- 
niſhment, when you are in fault; for 
be aſſured, to the feeling heart endued 
with ſenſibility and good ſenſe, it would 
be more pleaſant to reward than puniſh, 
And whoever amongſt you are fo fortu- 
nate as to have been placed, or till 
continue under the care of amiable and 

worthy people, anxious for your making 
a progreſs in wiſdom or virtue, con- 
fider them as having an equal claim to 
your love, eſteem, gratitude, and atten- 
tion, as they have to the ſalary allowed 
| for your board. And in eyery future 
E 2 : period 
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period of your lives you ſhould remem- 


ber thoſe with affection, who reared 
ce the tender thought, and taught the 


© young idea how to ſhoot,” till it 


bloſſomed into virtue, and reached the 


lofty ſummit of wiſdom and uſeful 


knowledge. 


When you have left the ſchool, and 
are going to enter the vortex of a world 


to which you are new, repay the labours 
of your preceptors by convincing them 
that you retain the remembrance of 
their inſtructions, and reward theſe 


your parental friends by letting them 
enjoy the ſweet ſatisfaction of ſeeing the 


truth of their well directed precepts ex- 
emplified in the intereſting conduct of 


a pure and blameleſs life. 


G ON. 
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CONSCIENGCE. 


 OTarracn'rovs Conſcience ! while ſhe ſeems to ſleep 

On roſe and myrtle, lull'd with ſyren ſong ; 

While ſhe ſeems, nodding o' er her charge, to drop 

On headlong appetite the ſlacken'd rein, 

And give us up to licence, unrecall'd, 

Unmark'd ;—fee from behind her fecret ſtand, 

The fly informer minutes every fault, 

And her dread diary with horror fills. - 

Conſcience, what art thou? Thou tremendous pow'r! 

Who doſt inhabit us without our leave; 

And art within ourſelves another ſelf ; , 

A maſter ſelf, that loves to domineer, - 

And treat the monarch frankly as the ſlave, - 

How doſt thou light a torch to diſtant deeds ? 

Make the paſt, preſent, and the future frown ? 

How, ever and anon, awake the ſoul, 

As with a peal of thunder, to ſtrange horrors, 

In th's long reſtleſs dream, which idiots mug, 

Nay, wife men late ter with the name of lite 
10 © 


ONSCIENCE, what art thou?“ 
The jeſt of fools, a ſcourge to 

the profane, a terror to the unbe- 
E33 7 mn. : 
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liever. Again, what art thou? A 


friend, a true conſoling friend, to the 


virtuous ſufferer, an unceaſing reward 
to the good, a monitor to thoſe who will 
liſten to the language of fincerity, a 

ſupport and generous benefactor to thoſe 
who cheriſh the ſoul reviving hope of 
everlaſting life. Attend, therefore, my be- 
loved children and young readers, who 
are unhackneyed in the ways of vice, or 


the practice of deceit, to the ſilent but 


faithful admonitions of Conſcience, 
which is undoubtedly an emanation of 


the Deity, and which, though unſeen by 
mortal eye, was ordained to be a check 
a upon our unruly paſſions, a curb to our 
improper deſires, a ſecret, but an am- 
ple rewarder of every good action, 


though it paſſed unheeded by the world. 


Thoſe who affect to laugh at what they 
call an imaginary monſter, and the bug- 


bear of age and ignorance, be aſſured, 
have often in ſecret felt its terrors, and 


N trembled 
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trembled at the ſcorpion ſting of a 


wounded conſcience in the ſtern mo- 
ments of ſelf-convittion. 7 
The Atheiſt, who can dare to tip 


the exiſtence of a God; and the Deiſt, 


who would wiſh to deceive himſelf with 


the hopes of ſinking into everlaſting ob- 


livion, who has been blind to every 
living and convincing proof of convic- 
tion, who, becauſe he dreaded to give 


up his account, would be fatisfied to 
die like the vegetable tribe, rather than 
have it called for, and whoſe intereſt it 


would be to expire, like the beaſts that 
periſh, and are thought of no more,— 


Such deluded wretches have often been 
obliged;” in their laſt moments, to ac- 
knowledge the power of Conſcience, and 


would gladly have given all their 


_ worldly- poſſeſſions to have effected a 


reconciliation with that reſtleſs agent, 
which they had, through life, pretend- 


ed to deſpiſe, and which they diſre- 


„ garded 
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garded and denied at the very inſtant 
they felt themſelves unable to ſilence irs 
reproaches, or abate the poignancy of 
that anguiſh their own reflections occa- 5 
ſioned. 
Tr, therefore: you wiſh to have your 
mind at peace with itſelf, you muſt keep 
a clear and fair account with Conſci- 
ence : cheriſh the inviſible gueſt ; and 
if it ſhould be troubleſome, when you 
act contrary to what is right, attempt 
not to rob your boſom of a faithful 
friend by diſregarding its ſecret admo- 
nitions. Settle your account with it as 
ſoon as poflible : and be aſſured, you 
will find yourſelves amply repaid by the 
complacency, compoſure, and ſatisfac- 
tion it will ſpread over your minds, 
when you have repented your fault, or 
performed a good and virtuous action, 
for which it will never reproach you— 
a ſure prob of the care of that guar- 
| dian 


— 
n n C5 IRS —_—_ - 
8 Mg 2 1 n 2 
> 4 N 2 ed Mo. * nn; 


PARENTAL MONITOR. | Br 


dian Providence who is ever watchful 
over the creatures he has formed. 
Let the Atheiſt deny his God the 
Deiſt, like a prodigal and ſpendthrift, 
give up his hopes of an everlaſting in- 
heritance in the regions of the bleſſed 
or the libertine boaſt of his inſenſibility 
to' the monitions of conſcience, and 
| prophanely ridicule its power Diſbe- 
| i heve their united affertions—hiten to 
none of their pernicious and dangerous - 
arguments. Let no one, by his delu- 
ſtiee ſophiſtry, rob you of the delightful, 
: N the all- cheering hope of being happy for 
euer, and in fo doing deprive you of 
| every chance of ſecuring that invaluable 
inheritance. \. The. miſery which often 
attends vice and unbelief, even in this 
World, carries with it a ſufficient proof 
of their being obnoxious and diſpleaſing 
to the great Author of our being; and 
therefore, if virtue is neceſſary to our 
happineſs, whilſt we are = pilgrims | 
E53 on 
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on earth, it naturally follows that virtue 
alone muſt be the guide to an happy 
immortality. 
| Many will complain of having * 
ſions given them with which they were 
ſentenced to wage perpetual war re- 
duce them to their proper ſtations; 
peace will quickly enſue, they will then 
prove your friends, and firm allies. 


When reaſon like the ſkilful charioteer, 
Can. break the fiery paſſions to the bit, 
And, ſpite of their licentious ſallies, keep 
The radiant track of glory; paſſions, then, 
Are aids and ornaments. Triumphant reaſon, 
Firm in her ſeat, and ſwift in her career, 
Enjoys their violence ; and, ſmiling, thanks 
Their formidable flame, for high renown. | 
5 YouNG. 


To conquer our paſſions is the pro- 
vince of reaſon, and ought to be the 
ſtudy and endeavour of every rational and 
thinking being. We were undoubted- 

a BEI. | 5 35 by 
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ly placed in a ſtate of probation, to ren- 
der us fit and more deſerving of im- 
mortality. Gold is purified ſeven times 
in the fire; and as the ſoul of man, 
when it has been properly tried in the 
furnace of affliction, or ſtood firm a- 
gainſt the lures of proſperity, is far 
more valuable than the gold of Ophir— 
ſurely it deſerves as careful a proceſs. _ 
We are all taught to believe that our 
rewards will certainly be proportioned 
to our endeavours and deſerts. Here, 
then, is a fine field opened for the moſt 
laudable, the moſt noble and laſting 
ambition. Leave the ſubtile caſuiſt to 
his arguments, the unbeliever to his 
deluſions and doubts: be it your only 
ſtudy to act the part of a Chriſtian, and 
a faithful follower of Jeſus Chriſt. 
„ What a fool art thou,“ ſaid the 
young libertine to the hermit, © if there 
is not another life after this ?”—< But 
= how much greater fool, art thou,” 
. E 6 . replied | 
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replied the hermit, if there ſhould be 
one!“ No philoſopher, after the moſt ab- 
ſtruſe ſtudy, produced an argument that 
carried greater weight. Remember the 
hermit, and give the fame anſwer if 
any one attempts to ſhake your faith, 
by ridiculing the practice of ſelf-denial, 
or the purity and innocency of your 

life. 
1 cannot conclude this paper with 
greater ſatisfaction to myſelf, than by 
introducing the Hymn compoſed by 
Milton, in which Adam and Eve call 
upon the whole creation to join with 
them in praiſing their common Maker. 
*Tis fo ſublime a compoſition, that it is 
not poſſible it ſhould be read without 
producing in the minds of every one an 
awful idea of the Deity to whom it was 
addreſſed; and at the ſame time it con- 
tains fuch a delightful deſcription of 
his infinite benevolence, and the gran- 
deur of his deſigg in «adds formed this 
| mag- 
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magnificent univerſe, as muſt filence 
every doubt of his continued mercy— 
„when this great globe itſelf, and all 
£ which it inherit, ſhall diſſolve, and, 
„ like the baſeleſs fabrick of a viſion, 
& leave not a wreck behind. 4 | 


| Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Almighty, thine this univerſal frame, 

Thus wond'rous fair! thyſelf how wond”rous then! 
Unſpeakable, who ſitt'ſt above theſe heavens, | 
To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen 
In theſe thy loweſt works ; yet theſe deckie 
Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 

Speak ye who beſt can tell, ye ſons of light, 

Angels; for ye behold him, and with ſongs 
And choral ſymphonies, day without night, 

Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in heaven, 

On earth, join all ye creatures to extol 

Him firſt, him laſt, him midſt, and without end. 

Faireſt of ftars, laſt in the train of night, 

If better thou belong not to the dawn, 

Sure pledge of day, that crown'fſt the ſmiling morn 
With thy bright circlet, praiſe him in thy ſphere, 
While day ariſes, that ſweet hour of prime. 
Thou ſon of this great world both eye and ſoul, 
Acknowledge him thy greater, ſound his praiſe 
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In thy eternal courſe, both when thou climb'ſt, 
And when high noon has gain'd, and when thou fall'ſt. 
Moon, that now meet*ſt the orient ſun, now fly'ſt, 
With the fix'd ſtars, fix'd in their orb that flies, 
And ye five other wand'ring fires that move 
In myſtic dance, not without ſong, reſound 
His praiſe, who out of darkneſs call'd up ligat. 
Air, and ye elements, the eldeft birth. | 
Of nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform; and mix 
And nouriſh all things; let your ceaſeleſs change - 
Vary to your great Maker ſtill new praiſe. 

Ye miſts and exhalations that now riſe ' 
From hill or ſteaming 'ake, duſky or grey, 
Jill the fun paint your fleecy ſkirts with gold, 

In honovr to the world's great Author riſe ! 
Whether to deck with clouds th? uncolour'd ſky, - 
Or wet the thirſty carth with falling ſhowers, 
Riſing or falling ſtill advance his praiſe. 

His praiſe, ye winds, that from four quarters blow, 

Breathe ſoft or loud; and wave your tops, ye pines, 
With ev'ry plant in ſign of worſhip wave. 
Fountains, and ye that warble as ye flow 
Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praiſe, 
Join voices, all ye living ſouls ; ye birds, 

That ſin ging up to heaven's gate aſcend, 
Bear on your. wings and in your notes his praiſe, 

Ve that in waters glide, and ye that walk | 


| Tye earth, and Ratcly tends or lowly creep; 
Witneſs, 
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Witneſs, if I be ſilent morn or even, 

To hill or valley, fountain, or freſh ſhade | 
ade vocal by my ſong, and taught his praiſe, 
ail! univerſal Lord! be bounteous ſtill”. - 

To give us only good ; and if the night 

Have gather'd auglt of evil, or conceal'd, 

Diiperſe it, as now light diſpels the dark. 

: _ M11 ToOx, 
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Mr | Addiſon's beautiful Hymn on 
GRATITUDE, likewiſe deſerves your ſe- 
rious attention, Such compoſitions 
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the mind, they cannot be peruſed too 


Hymn on GRATITUDE. 


HEN all thy mercies, O my God, 
My riſing ſoul ſurveys, 
Tranſported with the view, I'm loſt 
In wonder, love, and praiſe. | 
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O how ſhall: words with equal warmth 
The gratitude declare, 
That glows within my raviſh'd heart 52 


But thou canſt read it there. 


Thy Providence my life ſuſtain' d., 
And all my wants redreſt, 
When in the ſilent womb I lay, 
And hung upon the breaſt. 


To all my weak complaints and cries © 
Thy mercy lent an ear, 
Ere yet my feeble thoughts had learnt 


To form themſelves in pray'r, 


5 Unnumber'd: comforts to my ul 
| Thy tender care beſtow'd, 
Before my infant heart conceiv'd 
From whom thoſe comforts How'd.” 


When in the flipp'r ry parks of youth: : | 
With heedleſs ſteps Iran, 

Thine arm unſeen convey'd me ſafe, , | 

And led me up to man. OO: 


- Through | 
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1 | Through hidden dangers, toils, and 1 
It gently clear'd my way, 

And through the pleaſing ſnares of vice, 

4 | | More to be fear'd than they. 


When worn with ſickneſs, oft haſt thou 
With health renew'd my face; 

And when in ſins and ſorrows ſunk, 
1 my foul with grace, : 


Thy bounteous nad with * bliſs 
Has made my cup run o'er, 

F And in a kind and faithful friend 

f . Has doubled all my ſtore. 
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Ten thouſand thouſand precious gifts. 
My daily thanks employ z 
Nor is the leaſt a cheerful heart, 
That taſtes. thoſe gifts with joy. 
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Through every period of my life 
Thy goodneſs I'll purſue ; 

And aſter death in diſtant worlds 
The glorious theme 1 renew. 
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When nature fails, and day and night 
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Divide thy works no more, | = 
My ever grateful heart, O Lord, 4 
Thy mercy ſhall adore, "I, 


Through all eternity to Thee 

A joyful ſong P11 raiſe ;- 

For O! eternity's too ſhort 
To utter all thy praiſe. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF TIME. 


The bell ſtrikes one. We take no note of time 


But from its loſs. To give it then a tongue 
Is wiſe in man. As if an angel ſpoke, 
I feel the ſolemn ſound, If heard aright, 


It is the knell of my departed hours: 
Where are they ? With the years beyond the flood, 


Procraftination is the thief of time; " 


YounG, 


F O make a proper i of that ſhort 

and uncertain portion of time 
allotted us for our mortal pilgrimage, 
is a proof of wiſdom; to uſe it with 


_ ceconomy, and diſpoſe of it with care, 


is the province of prudence and diſ- 
cretion, Conſider. this addreſs on ſo 


important and intereſting a ſubject, 


with the utmoſt attention, and let but 


a very ſmall portion of your time eſcape 
without 
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without making it ſubſervient to the 
wiſe Purpoſes for which it was given 


you: 'tis the moſt ineſtimable of trea- 


ſures. 


Obſerve the wary and Wen ling mi- 


ſer how carefully he conceals his ſhin- 
ing hoard; with what a brow of anxiety 
and care, with what guarded caution 
he ſecures his beloved gold. Poor, 
miſguided ſon of error! to loſe the 
ſubſtance for the ſhadow ? Whilſt watch- 


ing the riches which his grovelling 


ſoul delights to contemplate, but which 
his niggard ſpirit will not let him en- 
joy, time flies unmarked, unnoticed: 
that far more invaluable treaſure is 
ſquandered with profuſeneſs and inat- 
tention. From the ſordid miſer, from 


the unthinking ſons and daughters of 
frolick and diſſipation, learn wiſdom, 


Leave the one to loſe his precious mo- 
ments in ſecuring his uſeleſs wealth, 


and 888 others 2 pity to their equally a 
per- 
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pernicious and unprofitable follies. Be 


warned by their example, and ſnatch 
the precious minutes as they fly, to im- 


prove yourſelves in uſeful knowledge : 


venture not to waſte one hour, leſt the 
next ſhould not be yours to ſquander: 


| hazard not a ſingle day in guilty or 
| improper purſuits, leſt the day which 


follows ſhould be ordained to bring you 


an awful ſummons to the tomb; a 


fummons which youth and age are 


equally liable to receive. 


You will find a conſtant employment 


of your time conducive to health, happi- 


neſs, and pleaſure; and not only the ſureſt 


guard againſt the dangerous encroach- 


ments of vice, but the beſt recipe for 


contentment. Seek employment, lan- 
guor and ennui ſhall be unknewn. 


Avoid idleneſs, baniſh floth ; vigor and 


cheerfulneſs will be your enlivening 


companions : admit not guilt to your 
hearts, and terror ſhall not interrupt 
_— — your 
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your ſlumbers. Follow the footſteps of 


virtue: walk ſteadily in her paths; ſhe 
will conduct you through pleaſant and 
flowery ſcenes to the Temple of Peace; 


the will guard you from the wily ſnares 
of vice, and heal the wounds of ſor- 
row and diſappointment which time may 


inflict. 
Virtue has a numerous train of plea- 


ſures, a number of faithful and incor- 
ruptible attendants. A mind at peace 
with itſelf, and a ſtranger to intentional 
guilt, 1s not only a never-failing friend 
in the hour of trial, but a perpetual 
| ſource of placid delight, whilſt we are 


rapidly going down the ſtream of time. - 


Though the world ſhould frown, and 


the tempeſt threaten from afar, all 


within ſhall be ſerenity and harmony : 


though diſcord ſhould walk abroad, 
though peſtilence and famine ſhould 
depopulate your native kingdom, the 


clamors of the one, and the horrors of 
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the other, however grievous and un- 
_ pleaſant, will neither impreſs your ſouls 


with fear, nor rob them of conſcious 
peace. 

By being conſtantly and Kally em- 
ployed, the deſtroyer of mortal happi- 
neſs will have but few opportunities of 
making his baneful attacks, and by 
regularly filling up your precious mo- 


ments, you will be leſs expoſed to dan- 


gers, and in a manner guarded againſt 
the numberleſs ſnares and errors in 


which idleneſs would pern in- 


volve you. 


Yet think not, my | children; nor let 


any of my young readers ſuppoſe," I 


am fo rigid and auſtere as to with them 


continually engaged in the warfare and 
practice of ſelf-denial. Kind Provi- 


dence exacts no rigid diſcipline : nor 


does the Almighty liſten with a more 
favourable ear to the prayers of the 


Poor enthufi ae] Monk, hurried over at 
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a time when his nature requires re- 
poſe, than he does to thoſe who mix 
with ſociety, and enjoy the harmleſs 
pleaſures of the world. The duties of 
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ſocial life are ſtrongly inculcated in that 1 
ſacred volume, with which, I hope, 


you and all my readers are well ac- 2 
quainted, but which the miſerable and | 
| gloomy inhabitants of the monaſtery 

muſt have ſtrangely miſunderſtood. 

From no innocent amuſement ſuit- 
able to your ſex, age, and ſituation, 
would I wiſh you to be excluded. Be 
| cheerful as the birds of fpring : but 
remember, if you wiſh to be ſo, you 
muſt be good and virtuous. Be lively | 
and as full of gambols as the ſportive 
lamb ; but be as harmleſs. Be gentle 

as the dove, and imitate her ſweetneſs. 

Be courageous as the hon ; but let 

your courage be under the guidance 

and direction of mercy. Endeavour to 
ſoar like the eagle; 5 but let your en- 
deavours 
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deavours to excel, originate from virtue 
and a deſire of doing good. 
Chooſe your companions with cau- 
tion, and be not unſteady in your attach- 
ments. Let not rank or ſituation deter- 
mine-your choice of them. Let them 
be ſuch as you can love for their good 


qualities, and whoſe virtues you are de- 


ſirous to emulate. If they are humane 
and benevolent, be aſſured, you will not 
find them envious, or prone to what is 
uncharitable and mean: if they are good- 
humoured and unaſſuming, you will ex- 
perience no mortification from their 
pride ; if they will tell you of your faults 
with candour and ſincerity, cheriſh them 
in your boſoms as a treaſure; they will 


not baſely ſlander you, or endeavour to 


iefſen your good qualities when you are 
abſent. If ſuch as I have deſcribed like 
your ſociety, court their friendſhip, and 
encourage them to love you by the cheer- 
tulneſs and ſincerity with which you 
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welcome them to your heart and. habita- 


tion. 


Fly with caution and determined re- 


ſolution the ſlanderer, the babler, or ma- 


licious railer, and never venture to re- 
poſe any confidence in one whom you 
hear traduce or ſpeak ill of a friend, 
with whom you have ſeen them appear 
on amicable terms: for be aſſured you 
will ſhare the ſame fate, whenever an 
opportunity offers for the purpoſe. I 


remember hearing an anecdote, which is 


too b to my 99 ET to 
be omitted. 

A lady, who went to "EY an after- 
noon with a few ſocial friends, was much 
diſappointed, as well as the reſt of the 
party, by the entrance of one remarkable 
for her talents in the art of detraction. 
She had not ſat long, before ſhe exhi- 


bited a ſpecimen of her abilities, by giv- 


ing the company a ludicrous account of 


a friend, whoſe houſe ſhe had Juſt left; 
and 
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and then proceeded to give a ſimilar one 
of many others, who were ſo unfortunate 


as to be reckoned amongſt the ae 


of her dear friends. 


The lady, whoſe pleaſure had been in- 


terrupted by the entrance of this peſt to 


ſociety, aroſe, and, after taking a polite 
leave of the miſtreſs of the houſe, turned 
to Mrs. Slander, and, with a gentle tone 


of voice, told her, ſhe would not rob her 


of her time, or longer deprive her of an 


opportunity of giving a farther proof of 


her excellent talents, by taking her of: 

But begged ſhe would ſpeak as favourably 

of her as poſſible, when ſhe was gone. 
The reproof was juſt : =it was felt for 


a moment; but minds of that unfortu- 


nate turn are not eaſily cured of a diſeaſe 
which too often proves infectious to the 
minds of others, and which, in my opi- 


nion, chiefly originates from idleneſs, 


and the want of knowing how to o make A 


proper uſe of Time. 
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Obſerve a regular habit of reading, 
and a love of it will ſoon be acquired. 


Reading will prove an unceafing amuſe- 
ment for your leiſure Time, and a plea- 


ſant reſource in the hours of ſorrow and 
diſcontent, an unfailing antidote againſt 


languor and indolence: but let your pa- 
rents, or judicious and careful friends, 
regulate your taſte in the choice of your 
books. Venture not to truſt to your own 


judgment; for it is among books as a- 
mong human characters; many would 
prove dangerous and pernicious adviſers. 


Intermix amuſement with inſtruction. 


Many of our Engliſh novels contain mo- 
ral and entertaining leſſons, and many 
of the characters are worthy of imitation: 
others there are, would tend to miſlead 
your imagination, and give rife to a thou- 
ſand erroneous opinions and ridiculous. 


expectations. The SpeQators, the works 
of Richardion, Brooke, Burney, Cooper, 
Moore, Lee, ny be read wich delight, 


and 
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and cannot fail of improving your minde, 
and of affording you the higheſt enter- 
tainment. For your more ſerious read- 
ing, chooſe Voung, Blair, Chapone, Gre- 
gory, Thomſon, and the Cconomy of 


Human Life. Obſerve the precepts they 


contain, and be aſſured, if you follow 


ſuch excellent guides, you cannot fail of 


acting right, and rendering yourſelves: 


uſeful and exemplary members of ſo- 


ciety. 
In every cheerful min a natural love 
of ſociety is undoubtedly implanted ; and 


not only a deſire of mixing with the 


world, but the mind will at times ſicken 
and languiſſi for amuſement. The thea- 


tre, in my opinion, affords one of the 


moſt rational of our public amuſements. 
A good tragedy (I mean ſuck in which 
the horrid and dangerous repreſentation 
of ſelf-deſtruftion is not introduced) if 
it robs you of a few tears, will not fail to 


frengthen your mind with. fortitude, and 
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in the moments you are weeping at 
fictious woe, ſoften your heart and 


intereſt your feelings in behalf of real 
diſtreſs, whilſt the ſentiments of the 
poet will improve your ideas, capti- 
vate your attention, awaken and call 
into action your ſenfibilty,” 

A good Comedy is equally rational, 


and to the young and happy may prove 


more entertaining, whilſt it gives them 
proper notions of genteel life, by re- 
preſenting the vices and follies counte- 


nanced and practiſed amongſt the dif- 


ſipated and gay part of the world. The 
eſent age affords an infinite variety of 


moral and excellent comedies, which, 


if not quite ſo brilliant in point of wit 
as thoſe of Cowley, Cibber, Beaumont 
and Fletcher, are far more intereſting, 
and freer from a multiplicity of indeli- 
cacies, than thoſe of the above-men- 
tioned authors. 1 85 


Maſquerades 
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Maſquerades, though frequented by 


people of the firſt faſhion, may too juſtly 


be called the bane of every religious 


and moral virtue, There the diſſipated 
great will condeſcend to mix with the 


vulgar little, the virtuous with the im- 


modeſt, the artleſs with the profligate. 
In thoſe nocturnal revels, ſchemes are 


often formed to betray the innocent, pol- 
lute the marriage bed, and complete the 


ruin of unſpotted purity; and too 
often the converſation kept up in the 


aſſumed characters operate moſt power- 


fully againſt modeſty and decorum. 


Let not then the ſplendour of the 


rooms, the brilliancy of their decora- 


tions, or the novelty of the ſcene, 


ever tempt you, my young friends, to 


venture thither. Shun thoſe deteſ- 
table meetings as you would a peſti- 


lential diſeaſe, and if ever requeſted to 
enter thoſe abodes of darkneſs and diſ- 
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guiſe, be reſolute in your refuſal, and 
make that reply which the lady does 


to Comus, upon an invitation of the 


like import: I will not taſte ſuch 
* treaſonous offer; none but ſuch as are 


* good can pive good things, and that 


« which is not good is not delicious to 
a well-governed appetit; therefore 
* again I will not—when vice can bolt 
© her arguments, and virtue has no 
tongue to check her pride.” ? 


ves! let the rich deride, the proud diſdain 


Theſe ſimple bleſſings of the lowly train, 


To me more dear, congenial to my heart, 
One native charm, than all the gloſs of art; 
Spontaneous joys, where nature has its play, 


The ſoul adopts, and owns their firſt-born ſaay ; 


Lightly they frolic oer the vacant mind, 
Unenvy'd, unmoleſted, unconfin'd. 

But the long pomp, the midnight maſquerade, 
With all the freaks of wanton wealth array'd, 


In theſe, ere triflers half their wiſh obtain, 


The toiling pleaſure fickens into pain; 
| And 
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And, &en while faſhion's brighteſt arts decoy, 

The heart diſtruſting aſks, if this be joy ? 
 GoLDsmiTH's DESERTED: VILLAGE. 


Never fail to ſet apart a portion of 
your time to ſooth and ſympathiſe with 
the unfortunate, to alleviate the miſe- 
ries of the diſtreſſed, to pour the balm 
of comfort into. the wounded heart, 
and wipe away the tear from the af- 
flicted. Recollect, even in your gayeſt 
moments, that you, like the reſt of 
your fellow-creatures, are ſubject to all 
the miſeries, errors and infirmities, which 
fleſh is heir to. 
Benevolence and phases are 


Virtues the moſt generous and captivat- 


ing, the moſt exalting to human na- 
ture: they are bright emanations of the 
Deity, which extend their divine in- 


fluuence to all around, and, like the rays 


of the ſun, diffuſe univerſal cheerful- 
neſs, enliven the dungeon's dreary 
KS — gloom, 
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gloom, and inſpire hope 4 the ſoli- 


tary inhabitant of a priſon. Though 


it is not in the power of every generous 


mind to extend that divine philan- 


thropy, as that bright luminary Mr. 


Howard has done, to the remoteſt 


confines of the globe, or to practiſe 


that general benevolence which has 


long been the ſhining characteriſtic of 
a CooPER ; yet every one has it in his 


own power to find room in his boſom 

for fo heavenly a gueſt, and to let it 
be the ruling principle of his life and 
actions. Benevolence does not con- 
fine itſelf merely to the relieving the 
bodily wants of our fellow- creatures: 
it goes much farther: it extends to the 
preſervation of their ſouls. 

Never find time to condemn or tri- 
umph over the fall of others, or to exult 
in their humiliation: but grudge not, 
when called upon to admire their virtues, 
ox to rejoice in their proſperity. 
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I cannot conclude this paper, without 
inſerting a few obſervations, and a letter, 
with which I was much pleaſed. 
The accounts in ſome of the papers 
of many ſuperb maſquerades, put me 
in mind of a converſation I had ſome 
years ago with a particular friend, a 
man of ſentiment and worth, a ſu- 
preme deſpiſer of what the great world 
call pleaſure, but who extracted the 
moſt ſublime happineſs from a con- 
ſtant attention to the beauties of na- 
ture, which, as he uſed to ſay, were 
always within his and every one's 
me - 

* When (faid he) one conſiders FOR 
man is a creature of imitation, one 
cannot but ſuppoſe, that if people of 
* conſequence would combine, they 
© would find it juſt as eaſy, and infi- - 
* nitely more conducive to real plea- 
« ture, to make ſuch amuſements faſh- 
-N ionable as would conduce to health, 
F 6 without 
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without the riſk of diſſipating their ; 


< fortunes, as thoſe which are ſure to 


be the ruin of both; beſides that the | 


retroſpect would certainly, to people 
* of real good ſenſe, yield greater en- 
* tertainment. 
* The preſent turn of coaverlation 5 18 
collected from the wonders every day 


produced in the great city. Has 
your Grace honoured the Pantheon 
with your prefence fince the lights 
were new placed? Has your Lordſhip 


£ ſeen Cox's Muſeum ſince the new ad- 


8 dition of figures? 
Nov, ſuppoſe it ſhould once ws 
© come a faſhion to enquire, whether 


* one ſaw the moon riſe laſt night in 
* clouded majeſty ?” Whether the com- 


* pany had obſerved: the amazing luſtre 
© of the ſtars the preceding evening 'S 
„Or the northern lights ſome time 


* ago? It is natural to believe that this 
*. converſation would have exactly the 
| « ſame 
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© ſame effect of raiſing the curioſity of 
the hearers, and of prompting them 


to attend to the beauties obſerved by 


others, of which they would as much 
© regret the having miſſed the ſight, as 


0 a ball at Carliſle-houſe. 


In fact, the glorious proſpect of the 


2» firmament in a moon- light night, ſur- 


© paſſes in beauty and ſublimity every 
* other object that can be conceived, 
yet is diſregarded for no other reaſon 


\ © than that which ought to have the 
© contrary effect; the benevolent reflec- 
© tion that we enjoy it in common with | 


every individual. 


< I will ſhew you. (ſaid he) a letter 


© of invitation which my ſiſter, who you 


© know always loved to be at the head 


of the faſhion, received from a friend 


<< . Yorkſſure.. 
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* My dear madam, ng ls 1 
« AS you have ever wondered at 


«my fingular taſte, in preferring a life 


e of retirement to that of the charming 
“ buſtle, as you term it, of the gay 
« world, you will, perhaps, be equally 
« ſurpriſed when I inform you, that I 
de have laid a plan for an uninterrupted 
« ſucceſſion of amuſements for the en- 
* ſuing ſummer, which far exceed your 
e pantheons, operas, &c. &c. ; 
At firſt, perhaps, the different hours 
« which I have ſettled, will appear ra- 
ce ther vulgar; but when we conſider 
e that novelty heightens every pleaſure, 
“ and that whatever is adopted by the 
8 gay world, by becoming the faſhion, 
e ſoon loſes its vulgarity, that objection 


« will be eaſily ſurmounted. 


After having premiſed thus much, 
« hope your ſhock will not be vio- 


Dy lent, when I tell you, they will be- 
gin at five—in the morning. 


"The 
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„The place is ſo contrived as to 
© hold ſeveral thouſand people, and 


the furniture ſuch as cannot be 


ce matched in London. One immenſe 


"« lamp will light the whole to a de- 


< orce that will make thoſe innumera- 
e ble luſtres you are uſed to ſee, appear 
ce almoſt total darkneſs. The floor will 
„ be covered with a beautiful green 


velvet, interſperſed with flowers of 
© moſt exquiſite workmanſhip ; the 


„ hangings ſuch as no tapeſtry can 


equal, and both that and the carpet- 
ing are ſtrewed with an infinity of 


* gems of the firſt water. I have for 
« ſome years paſt been preparing a 
collection of eſſences, which have the 
property of exhilarating the ſpirits 
“ to an amazing degree. In humble 
„ imitation of French cookery, they 


are ſo equally blended as to appear 
« but one exquiſite perfume, although _ 
* compounded of the "OO variety. 


„ The 
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“ The fragrance of the primroſe, the 


violet, the roſe, the pink, eſſence of 


„bean flowers, &c. &c. as well as 


from every aromatic ſhrub that can 
ee be named, will, at different times, 


<« perfume the place. 


The concert, which in the. num-- 
E ber and. ſkill of the. performers, will 
"*:axcecd,. beyond all compariſon, any 
which was ever performed in Lon- 
don, will be opened every morning 
„with“ The Lark's Shrill Note, by 
Signora Mœvius.— Then a plaintive 
« duet. between Signor Columba and 
“Signora Turterella. Next will be a 
„ grand chorus, by the following in- 
e imitable performers, Signors Merle,. 
« Pinſon, Chardoneret, Grive, Linote, 


« &c. the baſs by Signor Rookero. 


„ That I may not entirely depart 
„from the London faſhion, 1 have : 
“ hkewile prepared an evening's enter- 
— tainment to clefe the pleaſurable 
«6 day, 


2 
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„ day, on which there will be a con- 
© cert of another kind, and the place 


illuminated in a manner entirely dif- 


„ ferent from that in the morning. 


„There wil! be one large globe, ſur- 
* rounded by an innumerable quantity 
of ſmall ones, hung in beautiful forms 
* upon a cieling of bright azure, 
* fuch as no dye can produce. Be- 
*« fides the lights above, there will be 


. © ſeveral moveable ones diſperſed a- 
„ bout the ſides. The firit piece of 
_ © muſic will be performed by Sig. 


«© Mouch and Signora Moucherora; 
„then a ſolo by Signora Philomella, 
< which will laſt the greateſt part of 


- This night, yet with ſuch - variety, that 
_* all will regret when it is over. 


„While the company are taking a 
„ repaſt in the houſe, I have endea- 
« youred to procure the favour of 


_ © Eolus, who has promiſed, if the wind 
is fair, to bring over his harp for 


6 6 the 
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the entertainment of the company. 


* I have likewiſe engaged the nymph 
Echo, who undertakes, for one night, 


„ if I will provide only one performer, 


“ to fill up the concert with aerial be- 


CC ings, more harmonious than any. the 


“ moſt admired perfomers from Italy. 


If you can determine to leave the 
town for a month, and make the ex- 


e periment, which amuſement, that of 
London or Yorkſhire, deſerves to bear 
* the bell, you will be joyfully re- 
& ceived by 


e. 


ON 
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ON V1s1TI1NG. 


I love my houſe, and ſeldom roam; 
Few viſits pleaſe me more than home. 
I pity that unhappy elf 
Who loves all company but ſelf, 
By idle paſſions borne away 
To op'ra, maſquerade, or play: 
Fond to thoſe hives where folly reigns, 
And Britain's peers receive her chains; 
Where the pert virgin lights a name, 
And ſcorns to redden into ſhame, 
DR correo $ VISIONS. 


I KNOW 8 more TE EACH and | 
unprofitable both to health, ſpi- 
rits, and a proper uſe of that ſhort 
portion of time which is allotted us, 
than for young people to be conſtantly 
engaged in a round of viſiting, in 
which too often neither the heart nor 
any of its tender affections are inte- 
reſted: it is, at beſt, to ſacrifice a real 
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good to a frivolous and unſatisfying 
uſe of thoſe precious moments which 
might be better and more ſerviceably 
employed. In early youth, the more 
limited your acquaintance the better, 
and the leſs danger you will be in of 


finding yourſelves deceived. You will 


in the progreſs of life meet with many 
whom you will feel a propenſity and 
generous inclination to love, and a num- 
ber with whom you cannot bring your- 


ſelves to aſſociate with pleaſure, or to is 


make yourſelves acquainted. If therefore 
you are bleſſed with two or three real 


friends, conſider yourſelves as being par- 


ticularly fortunate, and reſt ſatisfied with 
having drawn ſuch invaluable prizes in 


5 te lottery of life. 


To be ſecluded from the world I 


| would not wiſh you ; but to be always 


engaged would be a ſtill greater miſ- 
fortune. The mind by that means 


would be rendered ſo diſſipated, and the 


taſte 
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taſte ſo vitiated as to loſe all reliſh for 


the retired hour of ſober reflection, 


which ought to be frequently ſet apart 


to enable you to look into yourſelves, 


to read your own hearts, to infpe& your 


affairs, and to corre& whatever has been 


thoughtleſs or faulty in your conduct. 

_ Converſation is now almoſt exploded 
from the circle of viſiting parties, and, 
by-a ſtrange innovation and alteration 
of faſhionable etiquette, the card-table 
occupies the attention of almoſt every 


party who pay or receive viſits ; and the 


good or ill ſucceſs of the game is the 
chief topick. If any one attempts to 
ſtart a different ſubject, you will ſee, 


by the frowns and ſhrugs of the com- 


pany, they are thought guilty of high 
treaſon againſt the immortal Hoyle, 
and are looked upon as babbling nui- 
lances to the profound lovers of. whuſt 
and quadrille, 


To 
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Jo obſerve likewiſe the effect which 
the loſing a few ſhillings will have on 


the minds of thoſe, who will, without 


reflection, give away their precious 


time, and without regret loſe the all- 


cheering breezes of the fineſt ſummer 


evening to fit murmuring or exulting 


round the narrow boundaries of a card- 


table, will at firſt moſt probably ex- 
cite your wonder : for it has ever been 


a matter of aſtoniſhment to me, that 


ſo trifling a mortification, and one too 
to which we have voluntarily expoſed 
_ . ourſelves, can be ſuffered to have fo 


degrading an effect upon the temper ; 


and if I were to hear ten thouſand of 


theſe ſelf· devoted ſufferers complain- 
ing of Fortune, I ſhould, like her 


blind ladyſhip, be inacceſſible to pity. 


Attempt not, therefore, to play at 
cards, till you can loſe your money 


with compoſure and good-nature, or 


win that of others with polite indif- 
„ 1 ference: 
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ference: but never, on any account, 
venture to play for more than a tri- 


fling ſtake, let your ſituation in life be 


what it will. To accommodate your- 
ſelves to the humour of others, you 
muſt ſometimes join the card- table: 
but let no one perſuade you to play 


for more than you can afford to loſe 


without inconvenience or regret: ne- 
ver be prevailed upon to facrifice ſo 
large a portion of your time to com- 
plaiſance, as would interfere with the 
exerciſe of any domeſtic duty. 

To people in the middle rank of 
life, frequent engagements with compa- 
ny have often been attended with conſe- 
quences fatal to their affairs, and the 
ridiculous ambition of little folks aſ- 
ſociating with the great, has, no doubt, 
added many a name to the liſt of bank- 


rupts. 
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J once knew a couple that were 
happy and contented, till this unfor- 
tunate ambition took poſſeſſion of their 
minds: from that ill-fated period every 
thing went wrong, and their affairs, 
like their ideas, were equally unfortu- 
nate. Their houſe muſt be altered, 
their rooms enlarged; ſtuff furniture 
gave place to ſilk, delf was removed 
for china, glaſs and ſilver glittered on 
the ſide-board, the ſmell of tallow can- 
dles became offenſive, and therefore 

wax lights muſt be introduced. In 

the article of dreſs, the whole family 

muſt be improved: the young ladies 
and gentlemen muſt never be ſeen but 
in ſilk, mvſlin, tambour, or gauze, 
ſaſhes hanging down to their ſhoes, 
and often dragging on the ground, 
plumes of feathers nodding from their 
hats, and caps ernamented with flow- 
ers. The lady herſelf never choſe to 


wear any thing but rich ſilks or ſattins, 
- and 
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and, by way of excuſe for her folly, de- 


clared they were cheaper than trumpery 


- luteſtrings; whilſt Mr. Campbell fi- 
gured away in embroidered waiſtcoats 
and white ſilk ſtockings: their houſe 


was burthened with ſervants to attend 


the crowds of company which conſtant- 
Iy filled their rooms, and who ſecretly 


—— 


lickly jaoghed s at their vanity. A car- 
riage, too, was kept for the convent. 


ence of returning their numerous viſits ; 


and what was, if poſſible, ſtill more 
ridiculous, whilſt the real good of a 
comfortable fortune was. wailting, and 
happineſs ſacriſiced to the unmeaning 
and unſatisfactory folly of parade and 


ſhew, this unhappy and fooliſh couple 


felt themſelves aukward and uncomfort- 
able from having ſtept out of their 


place, and from acting out. of their 


real character. A few fleeting years 
terminated their career of folly and ex- 
T travagance 
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travagance—an execution was entered 
on their goods—and a commiſſion of 

bankruptcy ſettled the whole account. 
Being reduced to the neceſſity of be- 
ginning the world anew, they had been 
taught by dear-bought experience, to 
ſet a proper value upon the neceſſaries 
of life; they therefore carefully avoided 
venturing again to taſte any of its lux- 
uries. Induſtry and care took place of 
idleneſs and diſſipation: ſhnew was baniſh- 
ed for ſubſtance, perſeverance and ſuc- 
ceſs once more bleſſed them with eaſe 
and plenty, ſolid ſenſe kept pride from 
making any innovations in their way 
of living, and they are content to pay 
a proper reſpe& to their ſmiling ſupe- 
riors, without withing to be inrolled 
amongſt the liſt of their acquaintance : 
the young maſters and mifles thrive as 
well, and feel as much at their eaſe, in 
cotton or ſtu, as they had ever done 

in filks or muſli ns, whilſt their mother 
1 7 finds 
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finds herſelf very comfortable, and is 
now content to viſit her neighbours in 
a white dimity gown. 

To mix with our ſuperiors is un- 
doubtedly very deſirable on many ac- 
counts, if we have a ſufficient command 
over ourſelves to keep our wiſhes and 
defires within the proper bounds of pru- 
dence and diſcretion : but never let a 
vain ambition of being noticed by the 
great render you meanly ſervile to their 
humours, or ſubſervient to their vices. 
The character of a toad-eater, flatterer, 
or ſycophant is truly deteſtable: tis 
a degradation of human nature, and 
thoſe who can meanly ſtoop to ſacrifice 
their principles to their ambition, could 
as eaſily, and with leſs trouble, ſacrifice 
their beſt friend to any one who could 
pay a higher price for their adulation 
and hypocriſy. To aſſociate with thoſe 
of an equal ſtation with yourſelves, or 
even thoſe of a rank immediately above 

- 2 you, 
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you, is undoubtedly commendable : 
but of all abſurdities it is the firſt to 


copy the manners of the great, by en- 
deavouring to appear upon an equality 


with them beyond what your income 


will afford: it is worſe than living in a 


deſart, of which the following little 


hiſtory 1 is a faithful but fad example. | 
A young half-pay officer, who reſided 


at York, ſpent a fortune of four hun- 


dred pounds a-year in treating all the 
great folks in the neighbourhood, and 
thoſe who arrived from London on oc- 
caſional viſits to that city. 


Aſter the laſt acre was eaten up, on 


finding the neighbourhood looked very 
cold upon him, he and his lady came up 
to town to ſee their noble and honour- 


able friends, to paſs the winter with 


them, and with an eager expectation of 


the Captain getting on full pay: but of 


near fifty cards which he delivered, 
three viſits only were returned, which 
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were followed by 4 ſingle invitation, 


and this was given by an old debauchee 
on account of his wife, who was young, 
handſome and engaging. She however 
was proof againſt proſtitution, and 


ſhuddered at ſeduction. What was the 


conſequence ?— [he Captain mortgaged 
his half-pay to a Jew, and died of a 
fever within a few weeks—an the King's 


Bench priſon. The unhappy widow 


returned into Yorkſhire to an ill- natur- 


ed ſiſter, where ſhe did not long ſur- 
vive. She leſt behind her three help- 


leſs children, who were ſent to the 
poor-houſe, and from thence reſpe&t- 


fully apprenticed by the pariſh to the 


moſt ſervile and laborious trades and 
occupations. 
Let not, therefore, the Aeſteß of aſ- 


ſociating with the higher ranks of life, 
or of appearing what you are not, 


miſlead you from the ſafe and peaceful 


path of. unaſpiring rectitude. Envy 


G 3 not 
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not the ſplendor of the great, covet 
not their enjoyments, look not upon 
their diamonds, with a defire to poſſeſs 


them; with not for their luxuries, which 


too often are in the introduction of vari- 
ous diſeaſes; be not deſirous of feeling 
the weight of their embroidered cloaths, 


or lolling in a fplendid equipage: a 


coach is often the gilded vehicle which 


conveys man) a languid body that 


conceals an aching, diſcontented, or 


guilty heart. If you have not ſo much 


wealth as many others, be aſſured, you 
have fewer cares, and though you are 


i ; 741 — es ; 
obliged to walk many a weary ſtep, 


remember that exerciſe is the parent of 
health, and that health is the firſt of 
human bleſſings, and gives a pleaſing 
reliſh to every innocent enjoyment. 
The following letters being applicable 
to the preſent ſubject, is a ſufficient 
reaſon for inſerting them in this place. 


1 
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To the PARENTAL MoNIToOR. 


: Madam, 


© AS I know of none to whom 1 can 
more properly apply than yourſelf, 
your preſent employment being to 
* give advice to the young and inex- 
* perienced, I will not attempt to make 
any excuſes for troubling you with ; 
© this letter. 
I am a young woman, who have 
not yet ſeen eighteen years of life, 
and having been brought up in eaſe 
and idle gentility, and my mind filled 
with notions of one day poſſeſſing a 
* handſome fortune, am, by the ſudden 


death of my parents, for ever deprived 


* of all my flattering and high-raiſed 
expectations, and without either 
friends or fortune, am left to find my 
bs way through a dangerous world, with- 
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* out experience, or a ſufficient know- 


* ledge of myſelf or others to determine 


how I am to conduct myſelf with ſafety, 


and to eſcape the dangers which I may 


have to encounter in a long and Weary. 


+ pilgrimage. 
Few, I fear, will be found, that 


will trouble themſelves to guide and 
* direct the young and unfortunate. IT 1 


have already ſome reaſons for theſe 
* alarming apprehenſions. The ſudden 
* turn of my affairs has already produced 


6a ſtrange alteration in the behaviour of 


people in general, and even my rela- 


tions and moſt intimate friends treat 


* me with a coldneſs and diſtant reſerve 
* that chills my ſoul with anguiſh. 

* Amongſt the reſt of my misfortunes, 
* a young. gentleman, who had for 


* ſome time, with the approving conſent 


* of my friends, paid his addrefles to. 


me, and who pretends to feel the 
© moſt lively and diſintereſted affection; 
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© he could not think of marrying a wo- 
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whoſe reſpectful and flattering atten- 


tions had made an impreſſion upon a 
heart, from which it will be the work 


of years to eraſe a paſſion, artleſs, but 


ſincere, has with unfeeling cruelty, in 


the firſt moments of diſtreſs, thrown 


aſide the maſk of tenderneſs, and 
ſhewn himſelf, without diſguiſe, a a 
villain, On my confirming what the 
world had before been eager to inform 


him, he, without. heſitation, © declared, 


man without a fortune, eſpecially one 
who had been brought up in ſo elegant 


and expenſive a ſtile: but on obſerv- 
ing the ſilent tear of nee 


down my cheek; (a weakneſs I could: ' 
not refrain and-was unable to e 


he had the daring effrontery to offer 
me a ſettlement, declaring, that, al- 


though, from © prudential -motives, he 


mult. marry a woman with a handſome 


8 * 8 fortune, 
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fortune, I ſhould ſhare it with him, and 
be the ſole poſſeſſor of his love. 


Alas! madam, you can have no 


idea of the contending agonies I ſuf- 
* tered in this painful and humiliating 
* moment. With all the courage and 


© reſolution which injured love and af- 


« fronted virtue could afſume, I rejected 
© his diſhonourable and abandoned pro- 


© poſals, deſiring him never to ſee me 

© more. He left the room, telling me 
I was a perfect Tragedy Queen, and 
that, he feared, I ſhould find my 


© immaculate virtue but a very indiffe- 
© rent proviſion to gratify the calls of 
© vanity. | 


© No ſooner was he gone, than a ff. 


< ter, ſome years younger than myſelf, 


entered the room, to enquire if Mr 


Grant had come to appoint a time 
for our marriage. I told her, with 
< unwillingneſs, what had paſſed. We 


1 mingled our tears together, whilſt her 
| 6 * helpleſs a 
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© helpleſs ſituation at that moment 


c ſeemed to affect me even more than 


2» my own. 


Thus, totally 3 with the 
means of ſupporting ourſelves, deſert- 
* ed almoſt friendleſs, we requeſt your 
advice. Unfortunately, our parents 
had too much falſe pride, too high 


© notions of gentility, and the honour 


* of their family, to bring a diſgrace 
* upon it, by having us put to any buſi- 


© neſs, or taught any uſeful employment, 
by which we might now have been 


enabled to have procured ourſelves a a 


© comfortable ſupport. Nature and re- 


£ ligion have implanted in our. ſouls a a 
love of virtue, and a ſincere deteſtation 
* of vice; and though we have had but 


few opportunities of improving our 


minds, we have liſtened with attention 
to thoſe excellent precepts which are 
to be often heard. from the pul- 
pit. Live we muſt.: but we ſhall 

6 chuſe 


«| 
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© chule to live in honeſt poverty er 
(than in guilty affluence. 


If you will be kind enough to favour. 
us with your advice, and if in your 
power recommend us to ſome ladies in 


the circle of your acquaintance, as at- 
| © tendants or humble companions, we 
will make it our unremitting ſtudy to 


« deſerve their friendſhip and protection, 
© and endeavour to make up for what we 


© want in knowledge by our afliduity and 


© unwearied attention to oblige, and will 


* ever think ourſelves bound to pray for 
os the Parental Monitor. 


< HENRIETTA BEVII.“ 


To the PARENTAL MoniToR. 


of 8 
* WITH ſome degree of confuſion 


I take up my pen to inform you that I 
L am going to be married to a man old 


enough 
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| enough to be my grandfather ; one for 


hom ] feel no affection, who is not 
only infirm and ugly, but I have al- 
ready diſcovered has a thouſand faults, 
and as many ridiculous abſurdities. 
he truth of the hiſtory ſtands thus: 
© he is rich, and thinks himſelf in love: 
© ] am poor and proud, and have unfor- 
« tunately what the world calls a delicate 
and refined taſte. I like to live at my 
« eaſe, dreſs fine, play high, and to be 


* ſeen at every publick place. I have 
© likewiſe a vaſt inclination to ride in my 


© own coach, which this old fright could 
afford to keep me, and I doubt not 
© but with your aſſiſtance 1 can prevail 
* upon him to indulge me in ſo reaſona- 
ble a requeſt. 

I ſhould therefore eonbden myſelf | 


© under a laſting obligation to you, if 
© you would write a letter or a paper for 


© the Parental Monitor, which I find he 
means to buy for my uſe and improve- 
ment 


134 PARENTAL MONITOR. 


© ment (but which unleſs you are very 


© entertaining I ſhall never have patience 


© to read.) Entitle it a Letter of Ad- 


C vice to all Old Bachelors that have an 
© jnclination to be married, and let the 


following be your ſubjects. 
Exclaim with the eloquence of a 


© Socrates againſt covetouſneſs : call it 
© downright idolatry, and a flagrant 


breach of the - commandments ; for 
though my venerable lover reckons 
: himſelf religious, charitable, and hn- 


© mane, he is mean, 2 8 and un- 


« feeling. 


« Deſcribe jealouſy: as a torture ſupe- | 
© rior to any contrived by the Spaniſh 
* inquiſitors : paint it as a green, yel- 


c low, or blue eyed monſter, or give it 
© any other colour you may like better: 
© for you muſt be ſenſible, good madam, 


that jealouſy is not only a troubleſome : 
© and inconvenient, but a very unplea- 
4 _ humour to Indulge in this delight- 


ful 
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» ful age of liberty and Tailnonable free- 


dom. 
Adviſe erery one to govern their 


own paſſions, before they pretend to 


direct others how to govern theirs. 
For the mereſt trifle he raves like a 


madman, and being very deaf, tis im- 


poſſible to convince him he is wrong 


till he has talked himſelf out of breath. 


* Recommend going to watering 


places, public diverſions and viſiting, 


* as conducive to health and long lite ; 
for though he has a diſlike to ſociety, 


© and would always ſit moping at home, 


© like a drone in its hive, he has a parti- 
© cular antipathy to death. Declare that 
it is your intention to go to Bath as 
* ſoon as you grow rich ; for that the 
people in that ſweet place cannot find 
time to die, but loſe all their com- 

« plaints and infirmities in its ſalutary 


« ſprings. 


Mention 
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© Mention dreſs; recommend faſhion, | 

* taſte and elegance to the ladies; hint 
that an ample allowance ought to | 
* be made them to purchaſe whatever 
is new: do not forget to mention 3 
that gentlemen ſhould pay a proper 
attention to their appearance. This 
lover of mine is quite a ſloven, and 4 
generally wears a ſuit of cloaths a hole 5 2 
year. 


« Tell the men that are verging to 
« their grand climaQerick, that they 
a ought to be particularly good humour- 
ed and indulgent to the foibles of 
© youth, eſpecially thoſe who are married 
© to women much younger than them- - | 

* ſelves : but don't dwell too long upon 
this ſubje&, teſt it ſhould an him . | 
too much. | 

Dear madam, do not fail doing your 
utmoſt to improve and humanize this 
* ſtarched piece of antiquity. One 
would not, you know, be willing to 
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© be perpetually contradicted, or put 


* out of humour with their chains. 


When we are married, if he proves re- 
* fratory to our united admonitions, I 


will not fail to ſend you an account 


| * of his vagaries, which may perhaps 


* furniſh you with materials to form a 
character for one of your novels, or 
* you may bring him out upon the ſtage. 

If you comply with my requeſt, I will 
certainly purchaſe whatever you pub- 


- © liſh, and ever remain your grateful and 


- obliged friend, 
6 CATHERINE Havens, 


To Miſs Catherine Haughty the 


Parental Monitor ventures, as a friend, 


to give the following advice—Thinks 


it will be better not to give any hints 


to her lover, directly or indirectly, till 


the hymencal knot is tied, leſt he 
hould take an alarm and withdraw 


his addreſſes, in order to avoid the 


danger 
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danger which at preſent he may not 
apprehend, and by fo doing diſappoint _ 
Miſs Haughty of a huſband and a 
coach. As ſoon as ſhe has fecured the 


prize, the lady's own letter may have 


as good an effet in reforming her 
_ enamorato as any thing that could be 
ſaid on the ſubject, and therefore will 
be very much at his ſervice. The 
Parental Monitor muſt likewiſe take 
the liberty to obſerve, that the only 
way for old or young to find happi- 
neſs, either in the ſingle or married 
life, is to have their conduct free from 
cenſure or ſuſpicion, their wiſhes and 
deſires confined within the bounds of 
prudence and diſcretion, and virtue 
ſufficient to prevent their ſacrificing 
their principles, perſon and inclina- 
tions to the gratification of their pride, 
vanity or ambition. The Parental 
Monitor, ſo far from being deſirous 
of obtaining a character for the cloſet, 
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or the tage, at the expence of a fellow 
creature, would ſcorn to diſtreſs the 


honeſt heart, or intentionally give 


pain to the moſt unworthy, and re- 
commends it to Miſs Haughty to re- 


flet, whether her lover's greateſt fault 
is not his having made choice of a 


lady ſo ſenſible to the flattering com- : 


pliment he is inclined to pay her, at the 


expence of his own happineſs, unleſs his 


fair enſlaver is determined in future not 


to be quite ſo clear ſighted to his faults 
and ſo blind to her own. 


* 


22 


%, 
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LAW . 


What whiſpers muſt the beauty bear ! 
What hourly nonſenſe haunts her ear! 
Where'er her eyes diſpenſe their charms, - 
Impertinence around her ſwarms, 

Did not the tender nonſenſe ſtrike, 
Contempt and ſcorn might look diſlike ; 
Forbidding airs might thin the place; 
The ſlighteſt flap a fly can chaſe. - 

In beauty faults conſpicuous grow ; . 

The ſmalleſt ſpeck is ſeen on ſnow. 


Bravrr is a captivating, but fad- 


ing flower, which often leads its 


the parental roof! Happy for them 
that the watchful eye regards them with 
rigid 


P72 


youthful poſſeſſors into many dangers, .. | 
many diſtreſſes. Happy is it for thoſe 
who are diſtinguiſhed for their outward 
charms, that they are ſheltered under 
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rigid circumſpection. Few, in the 


early periods of life, are inſenſible to 


flattery, or deaf to the voice of adula- 
tion. Beware of the Hatterer : be not 
deceived by fair ſpeeches. Be aſſur- 


ed, the man who wiſhes to render you 
vain of your outward charms, - has a 
mean opinion of your ſenſe and men- 
tal qualifications. Remember, too, that 
a young girl, vain of her beauty, and 


whoſe chief ſtudy and employment is 


the decoration of her perſon, is a moſt 
contemptible character ; and that the 
more you are diſtinguiſhed for the 


charms of your face and the graces of 
your form, the more you are expoſed 


to cenſure and to danger. The roſe is 


torn from its parent ſtem in all its pride 


of beauty : the jeſſamine is ſcarcely 
permitted to bloſſom before it is pluck- 
ed, and no ſooner are their beauties 
faded, than the mercileſs hand which 
was eager to obtain them throws them 
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away with contempt ; whilſt the prim- 


roſe, the humble violet, the lily of the 
valley, and the ſnow-drop, leſs expoſed 


to obſervation, eſcape unhurt, and un- 
| Injured by the ſpoiler's hand. 


Learn, fair daughters of Beauty, from 


the lily to court the friendly ſhade; 


and from the primroſe be convinced, 


that your beſt ſecurity may be found in 
retirement. If you wiſh to be ad- 
mired, be ſeldom ſeen; and if you are 
deſirous of having a ſincere . lover in 
your train, let virtue, modeſty and 
{ſweetneſs be the only lures you make 
uſe of to enſnare. You may then, 
perhaps, by your good qualities, retain 
the heart which was at firſt a captive to 
your beauties; and when time has rob- 
bed you of the graces and the innocent 


cheerfulneſs of youth, ſecure a ſincere 
and tender friend to conſole you in the 


hours of affliction, and watch over you 
when deprived of thoſe charms that 
— firſt 
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firſt made him ſolicitous to obtain your 
love.  - 1 5 
Repine not, my young readers, tho 
your virtues be concealed in a homely 
form. If you have fecured the virtues 
of the mind, you need not envy others 
the beauties of the face. And ye, who 
are decorated with every outward grace, 
be not vain of ſuch fading externals ; 
but tremble, leſt they ſhould tempt the 
deſigning to lead you into error. 


= | Hadfyou leſs beauteous been, you'd known leſs care; 
| Ladies are happieſt moderately fair. 
| „ ErREREOGE. 


ws 


Neglect not, then, in the giddy hours 
of youth, to make your mind a fit 
companion for the moſt lovely form. 
Perſonal charms may pleaſe for a mo- 
ment ; but the more laſting beauties 
of an improved underſtanding and in- 
teligent mind can never tire. We are 
ſoon weary of looking at a picture, 

| . though 
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though executed in the moſt maſterly 
ſtile: and the woman who has only 
beauty to recommend her, has but lit- 
tle chance of meeting a lover who will 
not grow indifferent to a mere portrait, 
particularly when its colours are faded 
8 by the ſubduing hand of time. Then 
it is that modeſty and ſweetneſs of 
temper are to be particularly obſerved; 
and the loſs of beauty will not be re- 
gretted even by the man they 2 made 
your captive. 


See, lovely fair, yon bluſhing roſe: 

All hail the beauty as it blows. 

Vain of her charms, ſhe courts the ſun, 
And foon her gaudy race is run. 
Obſerve, in yonder penſive dale: 

The white-rob'd lily of the vale : 
Pure emblem of the ſpotleſs maid, 
 Adorn'd with flowers that cannot fade. 

_ Virtue, bright ornament of Fs 
Sincerity, unbluſhing truth: 

Through all life's ſeaſons theſe will pleaſe, 

In all life's ſtorms ſecure Leart”s eaſe, 


THE 
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THE 


ROSE AND THE BUTTERFLY. 


AE day's early dawn a young Butterfly ſpy d 


| A bluſhing young Roſe, and he wiſh'd her his bride. 
Their faith was ſoon plighted, as lovers will do: 


He ſwore to be conſtant, ſhe vow'd to be true. 


When wedded, away the wing'd gentleman hies, 
From flow'ret to flow'ret he wantonly flies: 


Nor did he reviſit his bride till the ſun 


- Had lefs than a fourth of his journey to run. 


The Roſe thus reproach'd him—Already fo cold? 
How feign'd, O you falſe one, the paſſion you told! 
I ſaw when you gave the baſe vi'let a kiſs— 
How, how could you ?oop to a meanneſs like this? 
Shall a low, little wretch, whom we Roſes deſpiſe, 
Find favour, O Love, in my Butterfly's eyes? 

On a tulip, quite tawdry, I ſaw your foul rape 3 
Nor yet could the pitiful primroſe eſcape : 

Dull daffodills, too, were with ardour addreſs'd, 
And poppies ill ſcented you fondly careſs d.— 

The coxcomb was piqu'd, and reply'd with a ſneer, 


That you're firſt to complain, I commend you my dear: 


Vork. I. 1 . But 
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But know, from your conduct my maxims I drew, 
And if I'm inconſtant I copy from you. 

I faw the boy Zephyrus rifle your charms, 

I ſaw how you iimper'd, and fmil*d in his arms: 
The honey-bee kiſs'd you, you cannot diſown, 

You favor:r'd likewiſe, O diſhonour ! a drone. 
Beſides, tis a fault that you cannot deny, 

Your ſweets were made common, falſe roſe ! to a fly. 


This law long ago did Love's providence make, 
That ev'ry coquette ſhould be curs'd with a rake, 


THE PANTHER, THE HORSE, 
AND OTHER BEASTS. 


HE man who ſeeks to win the fair, - 
N [So cuſtom ſays] mult truth forbear; 
Muſt fawn and flatter, cringe and lye, 
And raiſe the goddeſs to the ſky, 
For truth is hateful to the ear; 
A rudeneſs which ſhe cannot bear. 
A rudeneſs: Yes. IT (peak my thoughts; 
For truth upbraids her with her faults. 
N How 
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How wretched; Cloe, then am L. | 
Who love you, and yet cannot lie ! 
And ſtill, to make you leſs my friend, 
I ſtrive your errors to amend ! 
But ſhall the ſenſeleſs ſop impart 
The ſofteſt paſſion to your heart, 
While he who tells you honeſt truth, 
And points to happineſs your youth, 


Determines by his care his lot, 


And lives neglected and forgot? 


ER 


Truſt me, my dear, with greater eaſe 
' Your taſte for flatt'ry I could pleaſe, 
And ſimilies in each dull line, 1 
Like glow-worms in the dark, ſhould thine 2 
What if I ſay your lips diſcloſe : 
The freſhneſs of the op'ning roſe ? 
Or that your cheeks are beds of flowers, 
Enripen'd by refreſhing ſhow'rs ? 
Yet certain as theſe flow'rs mall fade, 
Time every beauty will invade. 
The butterfly, of various hue, 
More than the flow” r reſembles you ; 
H 2 = Fair 
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Fair, flutt'ring, WF ns buſy thing, 
To pticaſure ever on the wing; 

Gaily coquetting for an hour, | 
To die, and ne'er be thought of more. 


Would you the bloom of youth ſhould laſt ? 
'Tis virtue that muſt bind it fait ; 
An eaſy carriage, wholly free 5 


From ſour reſerve, or levity; 


Good-natur'd mirth, an open heart, 

And looks unſkill'd in any art; 

Humility enough to own 

The frailties which a friend makes known ; 
And decent pride enough to know 

The worth that virtue can beſtow. 


Theſe are the charms which ne'er decay, 
Though youth and beauty fade away; | 
And time, which all things elſe removes, 
Still heightens virtue and improves. 


You'll frown, and aſk, To what intent - 
This blunt addreſs to you is ſent ? 
III fpare the queſtion, and confeſs 
I'd praiſe you if I loy'd you leſs : 
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But rail, be angry, or complain, 


I will be rude whilſt you are vain. 


Beneath the lion's peaceful reign, 
When beaſts met friendly on the Plain, 
A Panther of majeſtic port, 


(The vaineſt female of the court) 


With ſpotted ikin, and eyes of fire, 
Fill'd every boſom with deſire. 
Where'er ſhe mov'd a ſervile crowd 


Of fawning creatures cring'd and bow'd : 
Aſſemblies every week ſhe held, 


(Like modern belles) with coxcombs fll'd; 
Where noiſe and nonſenſe, and grimace, 
And lies and ſcandal fill'd the place. 


| Behold the gay, fantaſtic thing, 
Encircled by the ſpacious ring. 

Low bowing, with important look, 
As firſt in rank, the Monkey ſpoke : 


© Gad take me, madam, but I ſwear | 


No angel ever look'd ſo fair; 
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© Forgive my rudeneſs, but I vow 

© You were not quite drvine till now. 

* Thoſe limbs! that ſhape! and then thoſe eyes 1 
O cloſe them, or the gazer dies 


| dias. 2 1 pug, for goodneſs huſh; 
I vow and ſwear you make me bluſh; 

I ſhall be angry at this rate ; 

Tis fo like flatt'ry, which I hate. 


The Fox, in deeper cunning vers'd, 
The beauties of her mind rehears'd ; 
And talk'd of knowledge, taſte and ſenſe, 
To which the fair have vaſt pretence : 
Yet well he knew them always vain 
Of what they ſtrive not to attain z 
And play'd ſo cunningly his part, 
That pug was rivall'd in his art. 


The Goat avow'd his am'rous flame, 
And burnt for what he durſt not name; 
Yet hop'd a meeting in the wood 
Might make his meaning underſtood. 


Half 
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Half angry at the bold addreſs, _ 

She frown'd ; but yet the muit confeſs 
Such beauties might inflame his blood; 
But {till his phraſe was ſomewhat rude. 


The Hog her neatneſs much admir'd ; 
The formal Aſs her ſwiftneſs fir d; | 
While all to feed her folly ſtrove, 

And by their praiſes ſhar d her love. 


The Horſe, whoſe generous _ : diſdain's 
Applaule by ſervile flatt'ry gain'd, 
With graceful courage ſilence broke, 
And thus with indignation ſpoke ; 


When flatt'ring monkies fawn and prate, — 
© They juſtly raiſe contempt or hate; 
For merit's turn'd to ri licule 
© Applauded by the grinning food, 
© 'The artful fox your wit commends, 
© To lure you to his ſelfiſh ends; 
From the vile flatt'rer turn away, 
For knaves make friendſhips to betray. 


H 4 © Diſmiſs 
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© Diſmiſs the train of fops and fools, 

And learn to live by wiſdom's rules; 

© Such beauties might the lion warm, 

Did not your folly break the charm ; 


For who would court that lovely ſhape, 
© To be the rival of an ape?” | 


He ſaid, and ſnorting in diſdain, 
Spurn'd at the crowd, and ſought the plain. 


Moore. 
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DRESS AND FASHION. 


Let idle flatterers, miſerably gay, 

« In dreſs and trifles, waſte their uſeleſs clay: 

« Seek thou from beauties, form'q on virtue*s rules, 

& Th” applauſe of angels, not the gaze of fools.”? _ 
| CARTER's POEMS. 


DES appears to be the grand ar- 

| ticle of contention and envy a- 

 monglt the fair ſex; and therefore Dreſs 
ſhall be the ſubje& of this paper. 

I don't know any ſet of people, how- 
ever envied, more to be pitied than the 
fluttering votaries of that capricious 
dame, called Faſhion ; whoſe vagaries 
are endleſs, and whoſe taſte and humour 
are ſo uncertain, as ſcarcely to be relied 
upon for an hour; ever fertile at inven- 
tion, her mazy and tempting wiles are 
dangerouſly alluring to the young, the 
artleſs, and beautiful; many a ſpotleſs 
character has been ſacrificed at her gaudy 

| HS deco- - 
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decorated ſhrine ; many a fair reputation 
loſt, to obtain the feathers and the flowers 
of Faſhion ; ſo difficult is it to ſet proper 
bounds to vanity, or to ſay to pride, So 
far you ſhall lead me, and no farther. 
However trifling or unpleaſant this 
ſubje& may appear to the lovers of Dreſe 
who ſtudy more to adorn their perſons ' 
than improve their minds, it is, in my 
opinion, become, at this period, a matter 
that deſerves their moſt ſerious conſi- 
deration : *tis an epidemical diſeaſe that 
appears to have infected all ranks of peo- 
ple. Numerous are the evils it has oc- 
caſioned, from the peer to the humble 
mechanic, from the dutcheis to the 
chamber-maid. Many unhappy young 


women has the love of Dreſs brought 


vpon the town, more the victims to their 
own vain pride, than to the artifices and 
deſigns of mankind. | 
Ever, therefore, cautiouſly avoid the 
extravagance and extremes of Faſhion, 
| and 
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and let your appearance be directed by 
your circumſtances and fituation. Can 
any thing be more abſurd and out of 


character, than to fee a young girl at an 
aſſembly, or any other public place, 


dreſt in a ſtile as if entitled to expect ten 
thouſand pounds to her marriage por- 


tion, when, perhaps, if enquiries are 


made, a few hundreds are all that her 
friends will have it in their power to 
give her? Such an improper appearance, 


inſtead of being any recommendation, 


is almoſt the certain method of prevent- 


- ing her making a decent and comfort- 


able eſtabliſhment in life. What pru- 
dent man would think ſeriouſly of unit- 


ing bimſelf with a young woman ſo likely 
to ſpend his fortune, or the produce of his 


induſtry, upon the decoration of her per- 


fon, which, if pretty, requires not the 


borrowed aid of ornament, and, if plain, 


would be leſs expoied to obiervation, by 
being ſimply and plaialy drelt ? 


HS Con- 
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' Conſider, my children, and young 
friends, how trifling the value of that 


reſpe& which dreſs extorts ? Look at the 


vain peacock ; you may admire his plum- 
age for a moment, but you are ſoon wea- 


ry of doing ſo. Obſerve the gaudy but- 


terfly ; but recolle& how ſhort its ſtay, 
| how trifling and uſeleſs its life, how un- 


lamented and unmarked its departure ! 
Learn induſtry of the humble ant; 
_ contemplate the bee, and be taught wiſ- 
dom. 8 = 
The abſurdities of Fasn1on, in the 


preſent whimſical times, are carried to 


ſuch a length of folly and extravagance, 
that I cannot paſs them over without 
confeſſing, I think them cenſurable: 
yet, believe me, I am not actuated 
by any other motive, than an honeſt de- 
fire of preſerving the rifing generation 
from ſo dangerous and pernicious a foi- 
ble, and to prevent, if poſſible, the young 


and inexperienced from facrificing too 
much 
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much of their time or fortune to a falſe 
and vitiated taſte. Common ſenſe dic- 
tates my ſentiments on this ſubject, and 
benevolence urges me to defy cenſure, 
whilſt I am anxiouſly endeavouring to 
inſpire my young readers with more uſe- 
ful and important ideas, ſuch as will fit 
them for the nobler and better purpoſes 
for which they were deſigned by their 
Creator. 

In regard to our 1 a nice 
medium ſhould be obſerved, and all ex- 
tremes carefully avoided: the fewer 
whimſical caprices or ornaments, a- 
mongſt the middling claſs of people, 
in the article of Dreſs, the better. 
Neatneſs, ſimplicity, and frugality, 
ſhould be the only counſellors conſult- 
ed by thoſe, whoſe ſituations are ſuch 
as demand a proper attention to ceco- 
nomy. Even the ſons and daughters 
of rank and affluence would be leſs ex- 
poſed to and often eſcape ridicule, did 

they 
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they confine their appearance to the 
rules laid down by reaſon and common- 


ſenſe. The example of the great will 
ever be followed by the little. An ex- 
penſive Faſhion has often proved a hea- 


vy tax upon the induſtrious father of a 


numerous family. 
Nor are the lordly ſex exempt from 


this epidemical vanity : the effeminately 
ornamented figures we often | ſee a- 


mongſt our young men, contraſted with 
the more maſculine appearance of many 


of our young women, makes it a matter 


of ſome difficulty to diſtinguiſh (ſince 
this ſtrange innovation of Preſs took 
place) one ſex from the other. So va- 

rious and unaccountable are the decep- 
tions lately practiſed, that nature ſeems 


to be entirely out of Faſhion, and her 


lilies and roſes thought of but little 
value. 


I much admire to ſee a fine exhibi- 
tion of . ; but never wiſh to ſee 


any 
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any painting on the human face; *tis the 
deſtroyer of beauty, the enemy of health, 
and a kind of pantomimical trick ; 
which, whilſt it deſtroys the moſt bril- 
liant eyes, renders thoſe of others very 
clear-ſighted in diſcovering the cauſe 
of their defect. 
I his ſubje& reminds me of Hamlet's 
ſpeech to Ophelia. I have heard of 
your painting, too; well enough: 
* God has given you one face, and you 
* make yourſelves another: Lou jig, 
© you amble, and you liſp, and mick- 
name God's creatures, and make your 
e wantonneſs your 1gnorance—Go to, 
I'll no more on't; it doth make me 
«© mad.” 

Artifice 18 not likely to pleaſe. A 


_ falſe face may be ſuppoſed the covering 


to a falſe heart. It would be infinitely 


leſs trouble to make yourſelves by nature, 
what you vainly attempt by art. Were 


any one of theſe ſelf-deſtroying beauties 
©! +a 
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to loſe by neceſſity what they do by 
choice, they would think themſelves the 


| moſt wretched beings on earth. 


What renders an improper and extra- 


vagant fondneſs for dreſs more abſurd, 
is, that it does not go off with youth, 


but appears to encreaſe, and gather 


ſtrength with our years. To attempt 
appearing young when we are no longer 
ſo, only ſerves to expoſe old age to ridi- 
cule, and deprive it of that reſpectful 
attention to which it has a juſt claim. 
Before I take leave of my readers on 
this ſubject, I muſt entreat they will en- 
deavour to appear like what they really 
are, and forſake the mean practice of 
deception, not only in their dreſs, but 
in their actions. It would ſoon produce 
an amazing, but pleaſing and uſeful al- 
teration in the world. Do not miſtake 
me, my young friends; for I do not 


mean, by what I have ſaid on this ſub- 


ject, that young women ſhould negledt, 
or 
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or become totally indifferent to, the de- 
coration of their perſons: by no means; 


but they ſhould carefully avoid all ex- 
tremes, particularly when inimical to 
neatneſs. Pyramids of frippery and 
falſe taſte, paints, powders, wool, and a 
number of &c. ſhould be left to the 


Hottentots: they only ſerve to diſguiſe 


and disfigure beauty, and may juſtly be 


called a provoking innovation on na- 


ture. | 
Loet therefore a too great love of ya- 


nity and dreſs be baniſhed from every 
mind—a deſire of uſeful knowledge, 
good humour, humility, and cautious 
prudence fill up the vacancy. Mar- 
riage will then regain its former honours, 


conſequence and reſpet —modeſty re- 


aſſume its original faſcinating power, 


and virtue again be reckoned the bright- 


eſt and moſt becoming ornament of 
woman: whilſt inconſtancy, ſeduction, 


pride, repentance and ſhame, ſhall be 


ſen· 
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ſentenced to Hide their baleful heads in | 


the cave of oblivion. 


The following papers, which J acci- 


dentaily met with, being applicable to 
this ſubject, I have taken the liberty to 


introduce them : read them with atten- 
tion, and you cannot fail to be ſtruck 
285 the leſſon they meant t to convey. 


4 few curſory Things on the modern SF f 


rualion of the Fair Sex. 
“ The great improvement ( as they are 
pleaſed to call it) they have made in 
politeſſe, for this laſt century, exceeds 


all imagination; for inſtead of that 
formal, and that ridiculous method of 
ſpending their time that prevailed in. 
good Queen Beſs's days, thanks to a 
neighbouring country for providing 


our ladies with means to employ their 
time in a much more uſeful and ra- 


tional manner. But the former, poor 


crea- 
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creatures, were to be pitied for their 
ignorance, and the impolite age they 
lived in. They knew of no happineſs 
out of their own families: their ſole 
ſtudy was to make home as agreeable 
as poſſible. 

The happineſs of our modern reſin- 
ed ladies is conſined to a different 
ſphere. Home to them, without cards, 
&c. and a continual round of diverſions 
is encouraged, or at leaſt allowed, is al- 
ways the place of the greateſt miſery ; 
and it ſeems a tax laid upon them by 
Providence, that amongſt ſo much gaiety 
and folly, they ſhould not entirely for- 
get themſelves, but have ſome little 
time for recollection. The morning 
generally elapſes before they riſe ; ſo that 
they verify the remark of a country lad, 
who, when he came to town, and reſided 
in the polite part of it, told his friends, 
he liked London very well, but there 


was no forenoon. The remaining part 
of 


f 9 


any cramp words that ſhe did not know 


164 PARENTAL MONITOR, 


of the day 1s ſpent in amending the de- 
fects of nature, and in dreſs, till their 


dear evening arrives; when, cameleon- 
like, with artificial faces, and in diffe- 


rent colours, they go the ſame round of 
amuſement they have done every night 


for a twelvemonth before. I ſhall beg 


leave to introduce to your acquaintance 
the character of two ſiſters. 


« Flirtilla is a gay, lively, giddy girl; 


ſhe is what the world calls handſome ; 
the dances and ſings admirably, has 
ſomething to ſay on every topic that 


is ſtarted, and an eaſy flow of words, 


that paſs upon the world for wit. By a 


retentive memory ſhe can repeat a few 
verſes out of every faſhionable poet, and 
ſomething out of Shakeſpeare. Theſe 


the is ſure to introduce on every ſub- 


ject, and has thereby acquired the cha- 
racter of a perſon that has read much. 


If in looking in her dictionary ſhe finds 


the 
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the meaning of, when in company ſhe 
is ſure to turn the converſation, that, 
at all events, ſhe may introduce them. 
In a word ſhe loves company, and 
ſtrictly obſerves the faſhions. No won- 
der, then, if with theſe good qualities 

ſhe is a chief toaſt amongſt the beaux. 
Amelia, the lovely Amelia, makes 
home her greateſt happineſs. Nature 
has not been ſo laviſh in her charms as 
to her ſiſter ; but ſhe has a ſoft pleaſ- 
ing countenance, that plainly indicates 
the goodneſs of the heart within. Her 
perſori is not ſtriking at firſt, but is 
more dangerous to the heart of every 
ſenſible man than that of her ſiſter : for 
her modeſt deportment, and her ſweet 
diſpoſition, will daily gain ground on 
any perſon that has the happineſs of 
converſing with her. She reads much, 
and digeſts what ſhe reads. Her ſe- 
reuity of mind is not to be diſturbed 
* the "Pe of a party of 
plea· 
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pleaſure, nor her ſpirits agitated by the 

ſhape of a cap, or the colour of a rib- 
bon. She ſpeaks but little when in 
company ; but when ſhe attempts, every 
one is huſh, and attends to her as an 

oracle. She has one true friend, with 
whom ſhe paſſes her days in tranquility. 
I ſhall leave it to my readers to judge 

which of theſe two liſters 1s Fe moſt 
amiable. 


ee Lyce carries in her face 
M-mento mori to each public place. 

In vain the cock has ſummon'd ſprites away, 
She walks at noon, and blaſts the bloom of day 
Gay rainbou fiiks her mellow charms infold, 
And Cp of Oe ce, but herſelf, is old. 


YoUNG. 


As J and my ſiſter were drinking our 
tea yeſterday in the afternoon, an old 
acquaintance, whom I had not ſeen for 
| ſome time, was announced. Upon my 
enquiring after his family, he told me 


they were all pretty well, except his 
Wife, 
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wife, whom he could not poſſibly make 
an old women. Looking very carneſtly 
at him while Bell was ſcalding her 
fingers in le»ning forwards, from the 
eagerneſs of her curioſity to know whe- 
ther ſhe heard right), I faid, in return, 
that he differed from moſt married 
men; who wiſhed, I believed, to have 
their wives as young as they could be. 
Perhaps they do (anſwered: he), but I 
am not of their opinion, in regard to 
* this affair. I have been married many 
years, you know, and as I find myſelf 
growing old, I wiſh to ſee my wife a 
ſuitable companion to me. Now, Mrs. 
Evergreen, unfortunately for me, hap- 
© pens to be of a different way of thiak- 
ing: ſhe chuſes toxendeavour to make 
* herſelf as unfit for me as ſhe can, by 
dreſſing and behaving more like a girl 
| © of ſixteen than a woman of ſixty. In 
* vain have I complained, remonſtrated, 
and even petitioned, with a humility 
5 not 
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not very characteriſtic in a lord and 


* maſter. (Here Bell {fared again.) 


Were I to throw myſelf at her feet, I 
© ſhould not, I dare ſay, obtain any re- 
* dreſs ; her conſtant anſwer is, That 


there is no appearing in public with- 


© out looking like other people.“ To 
this aſſertion I conſtantly reply, that 
© old women have no buſineſs in pub- 


lic, and that ſhe cannot, by the moſt 
© vigorous exertion of all her abilities, 


© with the aſſiſtance of the moſt fertile 


fancy, make herſelf look like other 


people, that is, like thoſe who are 
younger and handſomer than ſhe is, 


and conſequently the amiable objects 


© of her imitation : adding, that the old 


and ugly dreſt out in the extremity 


© (and, literally ſpeaking, height) of the 
* faſhion, make ſuch prepoſterous figures 
as to merit a prohibition from every 


place to which they hurry for the ex- 
© poſure of their perſons. . Did theſe ve- 


© nerable 
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< nerable females but know that the men 
only laughed at, or rather deſpiſed 
them (the abſurdity of their conduct 
is indeed only calculated to raiſe con- 
© tempt), the acquirement of ſuch know- 
© ledge would, I imagine, work a refor- 
mation in them. For my own part, I 
am quite ſick when I walk in the Park, 
* or ſpend an evening at Ranelagh, to 
* ſee ſuch a number of decayed nymphs, 
© worn-out goddeſſes, and ſuperannuated 
angels: but if a man cannot prevent 
his own wiſe from rendering hei ſelf ri- 
* diculous, how can he expect other 
© people to pay any regard to him ?? 
Here Bell, who had liſtened to him 
with a conſiderable deal of patience (as 
a female) attempted to interrupt him, 
by aſking if he thought it neceſſary to 
confine all women within doors, after a 
certain age. ot 

* By no manner of means, madam, 


5 (replied he) no; Tet them take all the 
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© air and exerciſe they can, without any 


* reſtrictions; but let them alſo take 
© their airings, and their duſtings, in a 
* proper dreſs, and in a proper man- 
ner. Let them ride or walk in hats 


or bonnets, and with cloaks and 


* gowns ſuitable to their ages and in- 
firmities, and diſcover no deſire to 
parade in the Park, in tight jackets 


and ſhort petticoats, narrow tuckers, 
© and no handkerchiefs, cork rumps, 


© ſweeping trains and elevated heads, 
the curls of which look like ſo many 
* ſnakes, and make them appear Me- 
« duſas, frightful enough to petrify the 


*man who beholds them, while the 


© reſt of their hoary locks, decorated 
with gauze, tinſel, feathers, and flow- 
ers, give them the appearance of dolls 
* at a fair.— There is no man, Miſs 
Townly,“ (continued he) who ad- 
© mires your ſex more than I do, when 
they exhibit themſelves in a manner 


© agreeable. 
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© agreeable to their age and ſituation in 


* life: when they, to an elegant ſim- 
* plicity of dreſs, join an enchanting 

* propriety of behaviour: then, indeed, 
they are irreſiſtibly attractive; and while 
© they allure the eye, they captivate the 
heart. But Mrs Evergreen, madam, 
you muſt be ſenſible, has long been 
* paſt the ſmalleit hopes of charming 
* by her exterior. I do not expect her 
* to bury herſelf alive; I only with her 
© not to offend the living, by throwing 
b © herſelf in a line with the youthful 

* and the gay: ſuch, however, is her 
paſſion for dreſs, ſuch is her rage for 


* ornament, that ſhe will waſte two or 


* three hours every day under the 
hands of her hair-dreſſer, and miſ- 
* tpends that time with her millener and 
* mantua-maker, which, if properly em- 
ployed in reading and converſation, 
might make her an agreeable and 
* even 4 defirable companion. On ie 


8 contrary, 


1% PARENTAL MONITOR. 


© contrary, ſhe only renders herſelf diſ- 
< guſting to me, and contemptible in the 
eyes of others. Yet, to convince you 
that I am not rigid and ſevere in my 
© cenſures upon old women, I actually 
* indulged Mrs Evergreen this ſeaſon - 
with two maſquerades, becauſe I 
thought ſhe might there gratify her 
* violent inclination for ſhew and fantaſ- 
* tical appearance, without expoſing her 
* own character, or injuring mine; but 
* ſhe abſolutely defeated my honeſt de- 
© ſign, by chuſing to repreſent a ſhep- 
© herdeſs at the firſt, and a Flora at the 
DOE” © 3 
Here Bell lifted up her hands and eyes, 
and Mr Evergreen thus proceeded. 
Upon my honour, Miſs Townly, I 
* ſpeak nothing but the ſerious truth: 
* you and my friend (turning to me) 
look as if you judged hardly of me; as 
* if you imagined I wanted a young fool, 
© becauſe I cannot bear an old fool; but 
.C I 
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I ſwear by every thing that is dear to 


me, could I but bring my old Ever- 


green to a rational way of acting, I 
* ſhould be the moſt contented man 
in the world. She does not want un- 
1. derſtanding, i in general; why then will 
© ſhe not make herſelf miſtreſs of the 
* uſefu] art of growing old with a good 


grace? I will allow that the acquiſition 


of ſuch an art may be difficult at firſt, 
but as age comes gradually upon us, 


and not on a ſudden, there is, ſurely, 


© ſufficient time allotted for any woman 


to relinquiſn the triling gewgaws fit 


* only to engage the attention of mere 
girls, and to aſſume the dignity of the 
* matron, by which ſhe may, by appear- 


ing in a becoming, appear alſo in an 


* amiable light. But the generality of 
* women are guilty of capital miſtakes, 
under the influence of their paſſion for 
admiration. They are too apt to ſup- 

Po that dreſs ought to be the Princi- 
| 1 I + Dy c pal 


A 


hy 
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pal object of their conſideration ; not 
recollecting, that he who is ſtruck with 
„the youth and beauty of a woman, 
© fearce pays the lighteſt attention to 
* her dreſs, if ſhe does not force it, by 
* ſacrificing, in the embelliſhment of her 
© perſon, elegance to magnificence, and 
© finery to taſte, —Then, and then only, 
are the eyes of a lover turned towards 
© thedrapery of his angel; but while he 
is dazzled with the glare of decoration, 
_ © he is far more pained than pleaſed with 
* her meretricious proceedings. On 
© the other hand, the female, though _ 
« the is far advanced in life, who has 
bonce been fondly loved and eſteemed, 
© and who has, by the conſtant pro- 
* priety of her dreſs, and the confiſtency 
of her conduct, fixed her lover her 
friend, will keep him ſteadily attached 
to her to the end of her days.—And, 
believe me, Miſs Townly, that neither 
© the youth, nor the , nor the wit, 
Bor 
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© nor the wealth of a woman, will pre- 
© ſerve a man's heart, if ſhe has not more 
© ſubſtantial allurements in her poſſeſ- 
ſion; theſe allurements muſt ariſe 
* from a continued endeavour, animated 
by a continued deſire, to make herſelf 
© in every reſpe& a ſuitable companion 
to him: ſhe may then retain his love. 
* when her bloom is paſt, and pre- 
« ſerve the friend as well as the rational 
r 1 
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INGRATITUDE. 


A worthleſs fort there are of human kind, 
No oath can tie, no gratitude can bind; 
In whom the ſeeds of envy grow ſo ſtrong, 
No link of friendſhip can ſecure em long. 

' Your table, ſtable, library and ſtore, 
Free for their uſe, they'll ſtill be craving more 3 
Freſh grants are ſu'd for, which if left undone, 


| A1 moment rends the waft that years had ſpun. 
MO EZ EEx. 


NGRATITUDE is a crime of {fo 
dark and deteſtable a nature, that 

the mind in which it is permitted to 
inhabit muſt be totally abandoned by 
every generous virtue, every noble ſen- 
timent. It is degrading to human na- 1 
ture, and muſt be diſpleaſing in the 
ſight of heaven. To forget favours 
_ conferred in the moments of diſtreſs ; 
to look coldly in proſperity on thoſe 
8 Who 
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who ſtood by us in the time of adver- 
ſity ; to affect not knowing them, as is 
too often the faſhion and inſolence of 
pride, is truly ſhocking | We turn with 
contempt from the portrait of ſuch a 


monſter in the human form, and feel 
both horror and diſguſt. Vet there 
are, there ever was, and will be ſuch 


people. Aſſociate not with them: for, 


be aſſured, the ungrateful can have no 


virtues that will recommend them to 


your friendſhip, or make them deſerv- 
ing of your regard. 

A falſe and little-minded pride will 
lead many, when they are at any pub- 
lic. place, to overlook, and appear not to 
know, thoſe they imagine inferior to 


themſelves; though perhaps, in private 
parties, they even condeſcend to make 


profeſſions of friendſhip, and viſit up- 
on the moſt ſocial. footing.” An affront 
of this kind is ſo mortifying to the heart, 
that it is very ſeldom entirely forgot- 
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ten ; and though we deſpiſe the perſon, 
we feel an indignation ſcarcely to be 
confined to ſilent contempt. : 
What then muſt be the feelings of 
the generous boſom wounded by the 
| ſcorpion ſtings of Ingratitude ! but far, 
far more diſtracting are the pangs 
which attend thoſe who practiſe it: and 
very ſeldom does it go long unpuniſh- 
ed, even on earth: pity that it ever 
ſhould, as ſuffering ſeems to be the only 
means of driving from earth a vice that 
would even diſgrace the infernal regi- 
ons : better, far better to be wounded, 
than reproached with the crime, which 
no excuſe can palliate, and of which 
no plea can be heard in extenuation at 
the bar of unerring juſtice. . 
How awful, how alarming is the 
thought, that few of us, erring mortals, 
but are repeatedly, both in our words 
and actions, ungrateful to our divine 
Farent, our benevolent Beneſactor, to 
whom 
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whom we are indebted for ſuch a vaſt 
variety of innumerable favours, and on 
| whom we depend for their continu- 
ance! How 1s 1t poſſible we can, for 
one ſhort moment, be forgetful of that 


Almighty Being who has beſtowed on 
his creatures ſo many bleflings, or 
bring ourſelves to act contrary to his 


precepts and commands? Whenever 


our hearts are wounded by Ingratitude, 7 


let the reflections it will neceſſarily pro- 
duce bring to our recollection how 


much we are indebted to Providence; 


and inſtead of murmuring or repining 


at the diſappointment and mortifica- 
tion we feel, let it inſpire us with the 


moſt lively gratitude to the Great 


Founder of the univerſe, to whom we 


owe ſo large a debt of it as can never 


be repaid by mortals? © 
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THE TOASTS 


ATAN one day [one night I mean, 
AF For days in hell are ſeldom ſeen] 
At Pandemonium in ſtate 
Among his peers carouſing fat, 


To celebrate our parents fall 
In draughts of liquid fire and gall : 
The toaſts in bumpers flew around; 

The palace roofs the toaſts reſound, 
And all was noiſe, yet all unite 

To pelt heaven with their blunted ſpite: 
Beelzebub gave his harlot Pride, 
To match whoſe charms he hell defy'd. 
Envy by Baal then was given, 

Foe to herſelf, to earth and heav'n. 
Av'rice was Mammon's toaſt, a vice 
Wou'd make a hell of paradiſe. 

My toaſt, cries Aſhtaroth, ſhall be 

That Janus prude, Hypocriſy, 


And 
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And mine, quo! Belial—Idleneſs, 
Whoſe charms both men and fiends confeſs ; 
Dear Idleneſs ! to whom we owe 
Myriads on myriads here below. 
Dagon gave Falſhood, a mean jeſt, 
Still maſk'd and cloth'd in rainbow veſt ; . 
A Will o' th' Wiſp, that leads aſtray, 
A coward vice, that dreads the day. 
Moloch gave blood - ſtain d Cruelty, 
And Thammuz, Infidelity; 
But to that toaſt they all objected, 
As one no fiend there recollected: 
[For tho' ſuch weeds on earth may grow, 
There are no Infidels below]: 
Thammuz on this ſince change he muſt— 
Gave that ſweet creature, Madam Luſt. 
In ſhort, each demon 1n his toaſt - 


Avow'd which fair he honour'd moſt, 


The turn at length to Satan came 


To bumper round his darling flame. 


« T own that all your toaſts, he cry'd, 
Are beauties long approv'd and try'd ; 


But 
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But PII give one, i in whom alone 


The quinteſſence of hell is ſhewn; 
Ingratitude ! of vices firſt, 


Moſt infamous, and moſt accurſt; 


That fiend in grain! that hydra peſt! 0 


5 [Behold her image on my breaſt ;Þ ? 


To her hell's empire owes its birth; 
To her I owe thoſe ſwarms from earth. 


When other vices rule the mind, 


Virtue, by fits, may entrance find; 


But let Ingratitude bear ſway, ; 


Not Virtue's ſhade dare croſs her way; 
E'en hell itſelf when ſhe appears 
A more than double darkneſs wears.” 


The fiends aloud the toaſt proclaim. ; 


The palace roofs reſound her name: 


Ingratitude! of vices firſt ; 
© Moſt infamous, and moſt accurſt.” 


SENSIBILITY; 
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SENSIBILITY, SINCER1TY, 
AND CHEERFULNESS. 


- 


However in return for —_ abuſed, 4 
However ill or ſcandalouſly uſed, 
In friendly actions ſtill let's perſevere, _. 
Le? our eyes ſwell with the unpity'd tear. 
Since wants we once may feel, we can't foreſee, 
Let not the heart be blind to miſery : 
Ill merit they the fortunes: they poſſeſs, 
Who never felt for other men's diſtreſs. 

MOZ EEx. 


„ under proper reſtric- 
tions, is one of the moſt pleaſing 


and intereſting virtues which inhabit 


and give a gentle poliſh to the mind; 
and it is with infinite regret I am 
obliged to acknowledge that I have 


| ſeen it fink into weakneſs, aſſumed by 


deceit, or ſo disfigured by affectation, 
that 1 are turned with diſlike from 
thoſe 
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thoſe who made it appear in a diſguiſe 5 


ſo unbecoming, and 9 to its na- 
ture. | | 
The generous Senſbility which will 
lead us to fly to a friend in the hours 
of diſtreſs, which will ſtep out of 
the way to enter the houſe of grief, 
which, obeying the impulſe of the mo- 


ment, when the generous feelings f 


pity firſt vibrate to the heart, will in- 
ſtantly extend the willing hand to re- 
lieve the wretched, or put up with in- 
convenience to promote the comforts 
of others, bind up their wounds, and, 
like the good Samaritan, pour in oil 
and wine. This is genuine, unadulte- 
rated Senſibility; fuch I would wiſh you 
to encourage, and obey. all its noble 
propenſities. | 
But, by a ſtrange and unfortunate i in- 
troduction of modern refinements, and 
unaccountable innovations, this inte- 
| reſting, t this generous and pleaſing vir- 
tue, 
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tue, has been compelled to aſſume a 
very different appearance, and is ſo un- 
naturally diſguiſed, that many unfaſh- 
ionable people have thought it a dan» 


5 gerous inmate of the female boſom. To 


weep for the death of a linnet—to faint 
at the ſight of a ſpider—ſcream and 
| tremble at the unexpected appearance 


of a toad—to . ſtart at the name of 


death—and carefully to avoid the ſight 
of every friend that is ill- is called 
Senſibility by modern fine ladies; who 
would not ſhed ſo many tears for a pa- 
rent, huſband, or child, as for a favour- 
ite parrot; who can ſacrifice their time, 
and ſpend their thouſands in midnight 
revels, or mix, without a ſingle fear or 
apprehenſion, amongſt a groupe of the 


moſt frightful and diſguſting figures at 


a maſquerade, whilſt they would run 
with pretended terror from the flow 
approaches of a poor trembling beggar, 


OT 
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or faint at ſeeing a harmleſs cricket 
coming near them. ind 

Miſtake not, my children, and young 
friends ;—in the above deſcription. you 
will ſee the affetation—but the reality 
is not there to be found. Real Senſibili- 


ty, ſo far from flying the gloomy man- 
ſions of diſtreſs, will haſten to enliven 
them with its all-cheering influence ; it 


will not conſult its own-gratifications, but 
endure the moſt exquiſitely painful feel- 
ings with the fortitude of a martyr, 
rather than not attempt to remove them 


from others. | 


I reverence the tear of generous com- 
paſſion, or the gentle ſigh which agitates 


the innocent boſom at the. tale of diſ- 
treſs : yet let not extreme ſenſibility de- 


generate into weakneſs ; let it not make 


ſuch encroachments on your feelings as 
to deprive you of ſufficient reſolution to 


limit it to its proper bounds—to pre- 
vent your diſtinguiſhing real from ima- 
ginary 
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zinary diſtreſs, or humble merit from 


the artful and ſuperficial Pretenders to 


worth. 


\? 


SINCERITY is another of our a 


intereſting virtues, and ſhould ever be 


found in the pure and uncorrupted mind 
of youth. Ever cheriſh it in your hearts, 
and never deviate from its precepts. 
Degrade not the purity of your nature by 


the practice of diſſimulation: and tho 


it has been ſaid, truth ſhould not be 


ſpoken at all times, I think it is far pre- 


ferable to ever having recourſe to the 


artifices and evaſions of falſehood. In 
the practice of Sincerity we have no- 


thing to fear, but from that of deceit 
we are every moment in danger of de- 


tection and ſhame. To deny a fault, 


and endeavour to vindicate a crime, 
only ſerves to encreaſe the magnitude of 
that charge which will one day be 
opened againſt us: happieſt, therefore, 
| 5 are 
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are thoſe who keep the cleareſt aC- 
count! 
There are minds whi will hold no 
intercourſe with Sincerity; who delight 
to deceive, and glory in their duplicity; 
and, like the contrivers of the ma- 
chinery for a pantomime, can ſo well 
manage their deceptions, as to cheat the 
moſt diſcerning eye: but no ſooner is 
the artifice difcovered, than it juſtly ex- 
poſes the culprit to contempt. Whilſt 
Sincerity, the more it is ſeen, the more 
it is known, the more it will be reſpect- 
ed and admired: tis moral, ſocial, and 
religious: *tis obtained without ſtudy: 
It will not diſgrace” a palace; neither 
will it be degraded by being found in 
the meaneſt cottage: it fhould be 
cheriſned in every virtuous heart: it 
will give a charm to the plaineſt form: 
it will entitle its poſſeſſor to reſpect, and 
every one will, without fear, put confi- 
dence in its integrity: tis the offspring 
e of 
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of heaven, and the beſt friend of human 
kind. . 
Practice Sincerity: attempt not to 
deceive: and not only the eſteem of 
your fellow creatures will attend your 
footſteps, but the ſilent approbation of 
your own hearts will encreaſe your feli- 
city. Though the counſel you may 
give in the language of Sincerity, may 
not always be attended to with that 
complacency you could with, it will 
ever be reſpected : and when experience 
has convinced your friend of its- value, 
he will fly to you again for advice, and 


truſt your counſel. Though >incerity 
may not be the offspring of fortune, tis 


the deſcendant of virtue, and though it 
does not often baſk in the ſmiles of a 
court, it is a treaſure more valuable, 
more- permanent than riches, or any to 


be found in the preſence of royalty, and 


will prove in the end a bright reward, 
and bleſſed advocate, when we appear 
before 
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before the throne of our Redeemer, to 
whom all hearts muſt be laid open, and 
who regards not the forms or the up- 
lifted hands, if the heart is a wandering 
fugitive from the truth of that religion 
we profeſs, or that probity of which 
we wear the appearance. 

CxkRTULNESs is one of the greateſt 
bleſſings we can enjoy: tis a ſource of 
delightful ſatisfaction to thoſe who poſ- 
ſeſs it, and will ſerve to render their ſo- 

ciety pleaſant to others. I do not mean 
that rantipole flow of ſpirits, which in- 
terrupts the peace of the company, or 
that flippant, noiſy, nonſenſical mirth, 
which diſturbs the more ſedate, fre- 
quently diſguſts the young, and common- 
ly diſtreſſes thoſe who, being advanced 

in years, are apt to be ſevere in their 
cenſures on the follies and i impertinences | 

of youth. 

A A ſerene and eaſy e ee cannot 
be diſagreable to the moſt moroſe and 
ſententious: it flows ſmoothly, like a 


7. 
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ſtream unruſfled by the wind; it enli- 


vens ſociety, and ſometimes makes the 
woe-worn ſons and daughters of miſery 


forget their cares. Youth is the bright 


ſeaſon, the ſpring of cheerfulneſs, the 
only period of our lives in which we can 


hope to enjoy this bleſſing unalloyed * 


for as we advance in life, numerous cares 
find entrance to our boſoms : the maſk 
is fallen from many of our hopes, we 
begin to ſee the folly of our wiſhes, our 
anxieties and fears are encreafing with 
our years, and innumerable ſorrows will 
unite to rob us of that cheerfulneſs, the 
ſmooth current of which, in early youth, 
meets with no impediment from the bu- 
ſineſs and cares of the world. 


SENSIBILITY, SinczrITY and CHEER- 


FULNESS ſhould ever be united: the firſt 
will ſhare the ſorrows ef a friend ; the 


ſecond will not wh | and the latter 


will prove an unfailing recipe to enliven 
wherever it reſides. May you never 


fail 
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fail to keep up an intercourſe with ſo 

defireable a trio! and may neither cir- 

cumſtances, intereſt, or old age, deprive 

you of thoſe ſerene ſatisfactions which 
they will produce in every ſtage of lite ! 


FRIENPDSHIP. 
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FRIENDSHIP. 


Unlefs they're timely cruſh'd, ill habits grow 
Till the poſſc ſſor ſcarce from virtues know: 
But bleſt the man who holds one friend ſineere, 
In woe to ſympathize, in joy to cheer ; 

One reſolute enough to ſet him right, 
And ſnatch him from ſurrounding clouds to light. 
When threat*ning dangers ſwarm where*er he tread, 


By paſſion driven, or by vice miſled ; 
To tent him to the quick, in ſpite of pain, 


And give him _ to give him cale again. 
1 Mozzkx. 


FC is undoubtedly one 

of the nobleſt and moſt generous 
propenſities of the ſoul, and at the ſame 
time the ſource of a thouſand delights 
and pleaſant ſatisfactions. To have a 
true friend, to whom we can impart our 
ſorrows, and with whom we can ſhare our 
joys, who will ſteadily accompany us 
through all the various changes which it 

VouL, I. 8 - may 
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-may be our portion to encounter, is to 
enjoy a pleaſure to which kings are often 
ſtrangers, and to poſſeſs a treaſure which 
wealth cannot purchaſe. 

Sweet intercourſe of congenial fouls! 
whoſe | joys. are pure, ſerene and placid ; 
but- whoſe anxieties-and fears are nearly 
of the ſame nature as thoſe of love! 
for Friendſhip, like love, depends on an 
union of hearts and diſpoſitions: where 
thoſe claſh, no true friendſhip can ſub- 
ſiſt between the parties, nor can the 
connexion be of long duration. Yet it 
is not abſolutely neceſſary for friends 
to be exactly of the ſame diſpoſition. 
We often love and admire that good 
quality in another which we feel the 
want of in ourſelves; but then the dif- 
ference between us ſhould be like that 
of different notes in muſick, ſo mo- 
delled and contrived, that when pro- 
perly introduced in the ſame piece, they 
would only ſerve by their variety, to 

” 0 
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produce more perfect ſounds : if once 
they become diſcordant, all harmony 
mult of courſe be at an end. 

An equality of ſituation is not ſo ef. 
ſential to real friendſhip as a ſimilarity 
of opinions and ſentiments; for the 


ignorant and the wiſe, the grave and 


the gay, the ſatirical and benevolent, 
the virtuous and the vicious, can never 


love each other with the cordiality and 


affection which is neceſſary to produce 
a true and laſting Friendſhip, of which 
virtue muſt be the foundation, ſincerity 


and unreſerve the cement which muſt 


ſecure its continuance. 


FRIENDSHIP is of the —_ d | 


nature ;—indifference wounds it, ca- 
price alarms it, neglect renders it ſuſ- 
picious, and infincerity SOT deſtroys 


3 0 
Be therefore . whom you chooſe 


for friends: let their mumber be few; 
if you find theſe few ſincere, they will 
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be entitled to your unbounded confi- 
dence, and ſuſpect them not without 


reafon. Female Friendſhip has long 


been ſubjected to the ſevereſt ſtigma 


ol illiberal ſatire, in my opinion very 
unjuſtly; as J have for many years ex- 
perienced the moſt ſincere and laſting 

friendſhip for my own ex, in the re- 


vered names of a B—— and a C——, 


with whom I have hved on the moſt 


flattering terms of intimacy, and reci- 
procal affection, to whom I could im- 


part my cares, and who rendered my 
ſatisfactions doubly delightful by their 
kind participation of them; and Iam 


happy that truth will enable me to 
avow, that the foundation oa which 
this reciprocal affection, or rather this 


mutual friendſhip, was formed, has ne- 


ver been for a moment ſhaken, either 

by the attempts of the malevolent, or 

the difference of ſituation; and J often 

Matter myſelf with the all-cheering hope 
8 that 


— 


PARENTAL M O NT Of 197 


that it will hereafter exiſt in a more 


perfect and durable ſtate. 

But expect not to find à true friend 
in every circle to which you are intro- 
duced. Friendſhip is a tender plant, 
and will not thrive on every ſoil. Many 
will talk of Friendſhip, whoſe fouls are 
capable of feeling that noble and ge- 


nerous attachment beyond the mere 
| profeſſions of doing ſo. Others will 


hail the riſing ſun of proſperity, with 
the voice of adulation, and the language 
of affection ; but if its ſetting rays are 
overclouded with the ſtorms of adver- 
ſity, they will not dare to brave the tor- 
rent, but retire in time, with hearts as 


changed as the ſcene from which they 


are eager to fly. People of oppoſite 
and jarring ſentiments, and different 
purſuits, are not hkely to experience 
this ſweet intercourſe of ſoul. To ex- 
pect it ſhould be fo, is like building a 
houſe on the fand, and yet foo 1ſhly 
Imagine the foundation ſhould not give 
3 : way 
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way ;—or, like ſkimming the air in a 


| balloon, in expectation of going by 


whatever part of the globe you are de- 
ſirous to viſit. 
The joys of friendſhip, in their ori- 
ginal purity, can never be known but 
to generous-and virtuous minds, who. 
have no baſe actions to conceal, and 
whoſe ſincerity will ſtand the teſt of the 
molt rigid ſcrutiny. If you would wiſh 
to obtain a friend, endeavour to deſerve 
the bleſſing by the innocence of your 
lives, and the prudence of your con- 
duct; and, though you may want one 
to leſſen your cares, never wiſh for one 
to make the confidant of your indiſere- 
tions; for Friendſhip can never exiſt 
without virtue for its baſis. Tis not 
the lively companion, the agreeable flat- 
terer, you muſt expect to find a friend, 
unleſs they have candour and ſincerity 
to reprove you for a fault, benevolence 
and generoſity to conceal your error 
from a cenſorious world. If you ever 
meet 
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meet with a real friend, cheriſh him 
in your boſom, as a treaſure of ineſtimas 
ble value, and never forſake him in the 


8 fad and cheerleſs moments of advertity. 


5 The ſon of Sirach ſays, that, “ a faith- 
&« ful friend is the medicine of life; — 
* and they that fear the Lord ſhall find 


ec him. oY 


Cele?ial Happineſs, whene'er ſhe ſtoops* 
To viſit earth, one ſhrine the goddeſs finds, 
And one alone, to make her ſweet amends 


For abſent heaven the boſom of a friend. 
YoUNG:. 


How beautiful, how affecting, is the 


language of David, when he laments 
the death of his friend Jonathan. 


« How are the mighty fallen in the 


ec midſt of the battle! O Jonathan, 
e thou waſt ſlain in thine high places! 
e am diſtreſſed for thee, my bro- 
* ther Jonathan : very pleaſant haſt 


thou been unto. me: thy love to me 
K 4 | „ was. 
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«© was wonderful, paſſing the love of 
* women, 

« How are the mighty e. and 
« the weapons of war periſhed !” 

An Indian ſage, giving advice to his 
fon reſpecting his choice of friends, il- 
luſtrated his diſcourſe (according to 
the Aſiatic manner) with the follow- 
ing ſtory. 

Thou haſt heard, my fon,” ſaid he, 
of the great affection lizards have for 
* mankind. Abairan, the caliph of 
© Bagdat, as he was hunting one day in 
a a neighbouring foreſt, being fatigu- 
* ed with the toil of the chace, and 
* ſeparated from his company, laid 
© himſelf down to ſleep on the green 
© hank of a rivulet, which ſeemed to in- 
* vite him to repoſe with its gentle mur- 
* murs. He had ſcarce cloſed his eyes, 
before one of thoſe friendly animals 
* awakened him, by ſoftly touching him 
* with his tail ; but how great was his 

= _ © ſur- 
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* ſurprize, when he beheld, not many 


yards off, a large ſerpent rolling to- 
* wards him! He roſe immediately, took 
up his little deliverer, and fled. This 
* accident filled his mind with ſo much 
e gratitude, that he daily fed the lizard 
„with his own hand, and cheriſhed it 
in his boſom. He had not done ſo 
long, before his complexion, - which 


was naturally healthy and florid, be- 


© came pale and fickly his eyes grew 
dim, he loſt his appetite, and all the 
«ſymptoms of an obſtinate diſtemper 
appeared upon him. The phyſicians, 


© who were immediately called to his 
© aſſiſtance, employed all their art in 


© yain ; the diſtemper increaſed, and the 
angel of death ſeemed at hand to ſum- 
mon him. Whilſt he was in this ago- 


ny, a ſtranger at that time at Bagdat, 


© hearing of the caliph's illneſs, defired 
to be permitted to make an experi- 
ment. The propoſal was at firſt re- 

1 + jetted... 
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jected, and the author looked upon as 
© one of thoſe travelling empirics, who 
* infeſt all great cities. — The ſtranger 
« perſiſting, however, ſtrongly in his re- 
* queſt, and offering to anſwer with his 
© life for the ſucceſs of his attempt, the 

© kindred of Abairan ſuffered him to un- 


deͤrtake it. Alchaman (for that was his 


* name) had no ſooner looked upon the 


Fes of the caliph, than he declared 


© that the cauſe of his malady was a 
© lizard, whoſe venomous breath had in- 

© fefted the whole maſs of his blood; and 
taking a ſmall phial from his pocket, 
© oave the patient a few drops mixed 
with water to drink. Abairan, as ſoon. 
as he had taken the admirable medi- 
© cine, found himſelf much eaſier ; the 
© qelirium left him, his colour returned, 
and the heat of youth glowed again in 
© his veins. Let it ſuffice, that the ca- 
ph, baving told the ſtranger how he 
| © came by the lizard, and the reaſon of 
5 his 


— 
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- his keeping it, intreated him to make 


© the palace of Bagdat his home; adding, 
© that ſince he had reſtored him to life, 


© he hoped to receive from him the 
power of enjoying it too, by having 


© that opportunity to ſhew his gratitude, 


© the greateſt pleaſure of which human 


© breaſts are ſuſceptible. To this re- 


* queſt Alchaman modeſtly replied— 
My lord, the pleaſure of doing good 


is in itſelf a ſufficient reward; for the 


cc benevolent have as much ſatisfadtion 
in beſtowing, as the indigent in re- 


<* ceiving. If thou haſt found any be- 


© nefit from my endeavours, all I aſk as 
& a reward, is, to be permitted quietly 
& to leave thy city, and return to that 


<& ſolitude where I converſed with wiſ- 


dom and with truth. Thou art a 


ce prince, it is true, endued with all ſo- 
& cial virtues; thy reign is a bleſſing to 


thy ſervants, and the admiration of 


1 thy neighbours ; but thy Friendſhip is 
„„ 0. % ags 
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< as much to be avoided by me, as 
* courted by the reſt of mankind. Par- 

* don, my lord, the freedom of thy 
, ſervant's mind, the only empire a 
< philoſopher ſhould covet. Friendſhip 
eis founded upon an equality of con- 
« dition, and a ſimilitude of defires ;— 
«and even virtue, though always ne- 
& ceflary to cement it, is ineffectual, if 
this baſis be wanting. Conſider, then, 
© what a vaſt diſtance there is between. 
„ thee and me; conſider the inconve- 

& niences that muſt accrue to both 

<« from ſuch a conjunction. Thou haſt 
e been educated in a palace, I in a cell: 

„the welfare of thouſands depends up- 
on thy vigilance and care as a Bever 
te nor; my ſatisfaction conſiſts alone in 
8 end and contemplation. Should 
© we live together, thou wouldit on one 
« hand grow remiſs by attending to my 
e ſpeculations, and I, on the other, 
* * thould be diverted from my medita- 
| | £6 tions, | 
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5 tions, by the buſineſs which would 


* intrude upon thee. Let us, therefore, 
© be aſunder, that each may perform, 


ce ag he ought, the part which Provi- 


* dence has aſſigned him to act, and 
© not prove a reciprocal poiſon to each 
© other's mind, as thou and the lizard 
„ have been to each other's body.“ 

With the following extract from the 
Letters of Sir Thomas Fitzoſborne, I 
ſhall conclude this paper. 


& "There is not, | perhaps, a quality 


more uncommon in the world, than 


© that which is neceſſary to form a man 


for this refined commerce, (meaning 
© Friendſhip) : for however ſociableneſs 
© may be elteemed a juſt characteriſtic 


© of our ſpecies, Friendlineſs, I am per- 


© ſuaded, will ſcarce be found to enter 
© into its general definition. The qua- 
© lifications requiſite to ſupport and 
conduct Friendſhip in all its ſtrength 
and extent, do not ſeem to be iuſfi- 
cciently 
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* ciently diffuſed among the human. 
race, to render them the diſtinguiſh- 
© ing marks of mankind ;: unleſs genero- 
* ſity and good ſenſe ſhould be allowed 
© (what they never can be allowed) uni- 
© yerfally to prevail. On the contrary, 
how few are in poſleſſion of thoſe moſt 
\ © amiable of endowments ! How few are 
© capable of that noble elevation of mind, 
which raiſes a man above thoſe lit- 
s tle jealouſies and rivalſhips, that 
© ſhoot up in the path of common ami-. 
© ties! | 85 
We ſhould not, indeed, ſo often hear 
complaints of the inconſtancy and 
© falfeneſs of friends, if the world in 
general were more cautious than they 
© uſually are, in forming connections of 
© this kind. But the misfortune is, 
© our friendſhips are apt to be too for- 
© ward; and thus either fall off in the 
* bloflom, or never arrive at juſt matu- 
rity. 3; 
But, 
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* But though judgment muſt colle& 
© the materials of this goodly ſtruc- 
© ture, it is affection that gives the 

cement; and paſſion, as well as rea- 
ſon, ſhould concur in forming a firm 
and laſting coalition. Hence, perhaps, 
it is, that not only the moſt powerful, 
but the moſt laſting Friendſhips, are 
© uſually the produce of the early feaſon 
© of our lives, when we are moſt ſuſcep- 
© tible of the warm and affectionate im- 

© preſſions. The connections, into which 
© we enter in any after-period, decreaſe 
© in ſtrength as our paſſions abate in 
heat; and there is not, I believe, a 
« ſingle inſtance of a vigorous Friendſhip 
© that ever ſtruck Mok in a bolom chil- 
* © led with e 
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Thoſe awful words, till death do part, 
May well alarm the youthful h-art : | 
No after thought when once a wife: 
The dye is caſt, and caſt fof life: 
Let thouſands venture every day, 
As ſome baſc paſſion leads the way. 
Pert Sylvia talks of wedlock ſcenes, 
Though hardly enter'd on her teens, 
Smiles on her whining ſpark, and hears 
The ſugar'd ſpeech with raptur'd ears; 
Impatient of a parent's rule, 
She leaves her fire, and weds a fool. 
Want enters at the guardleſs door, 
And love is fled, to come no more. 


Dx. CoTTon's Vistoxs - 


F all the enſnaring paſſions to 
which our hearts are apt to give 

way, the paſſion of Love is one of the 
moſt dangerous, and therefore ought to 
be carefully guarded againſt; as on the 
prudent choice we make depends the 
huaappi- 
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happineſs or miſery of our future lives. 
To form an engagement at a very early 
age, is to run a very great hazard of 
meeting a diſappointment, To carry 
on a clandeſtine acquaintance with any 
one, however ſuperior in birth or for- 
tune, is to degrade our character, and 
to render our virtue ſuſpected. If any 


man makes profeſſions of love to a 


young woman, and endeavours to pre- 


vail upon her to conceal it from her 


parents, ſhe may depend upon his pro- 
feſſions not being ſincere, and that he 
has ſome bad defign, which he fears the 
eye of experience will diſcover, and 
by fo doing defeat his diſhonourable 
purpoſe. If the inclinations are mu- 
tual, and ſituations equal, ſecrefy can- 
not be neceflary ; if, on the contrary, 
any impediments to an union appear, 
| ſufficient to prevent its being brought 
about with the mutual conſent of 
friends, it can anſwer no other purpoſe 

than 
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than to entail miſery on the youth- 
ful parties, by continuing a connexion 
which muſt end in diſappointment and 
wretchedneſs. Never then, my fair 
readers, liſten to the ſecret tale: at- 
tend not to the deluſive flatterer, who 
would by his inſinuating addreſs pre- 
vail upon you to ſacrifice your duty to 
the gratification of his love, vanity or 
deſigns : and be aſſured, the man who 
would wiſh you to be a diſobedient 
daughter, has not the proper value for 
you which he pretends. And what rea- 
ſon has ſuch an one. to ſuppoſe that the 
woman, who would give up her firſt of 
moral duties, would not as eaſily be pre- 
vailed upon to depart from every other ? 
At leaſt he would have juit reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect that an undutiful and ungrateful 
daughter would never make an obedient 
and faithful wife. 

Io ſee the ill effects of forming im- 
prudent connexions, we need not look 
| far 
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far into the world : and it is not to be 
doubted, but many unhappy marriages 
owe their greateſt miſeries to the un- 
guarded conduct of the parties, previous 
to their being united. For, however 
the lover may flatter, and pretend to ad- 
mire the frankneſs and generoſity of his 
miſtreſs, for complying with any impro- 
per requeſts ; however grateful he may 
appear, for her running the hazard of 
diſobliging her parents or friends, ſhe 
may depend on being afterwards re- 
proached by the huſband, for the very 
conduct which was praiſed by the lover. 
Too often the ſource of matrimonial 
diſcord originates from this cauſe. Then 
will their own hearts, in the utmoſt bit- 
terneſs of anguiſh, more keenly feel theſe 
reproaches ; becauſe their conſcience will 
inform them they are but too Juſtly de- 
| ſerved. 

Until you, my fair readers, know a 


little of the world, dare not to liſten to 
the 
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the tongue of the flatterer. Be not de- 
firous of being thought to have made 
captives, leſt - you yourſelves become 
the ſlave : guard your hearts with cau- 
tion againſt the deluſive voice of Love; 
nor ſuffer your affections to be engaged, 
till you are convinced the object of your 
choice is worthy to poſſeſs the undi- 
vided heart of a prudent and virtuous | 
young woman, If you ſhould by chance 
meet with an agreeable youth, who you 
think will captivate your heart, in 
ſpite of your utmoſt endeavours to de- 


tain the unguarded fugitive ; if you are 


not well convinced, by the honour of 
his conduct, you have been as arrant a 
thief as your lover, baniſh him for ever 
from your miſguided imagination. It is 
eaſy to conquer a diſeaſe in its beginning; 
but if we permit it to gain ſtrength, be- 
fore we attempt its cure, the beſt advice 
and moſt powerful remedies may fail to 


effect 1 its removal. 
It- 
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It is an unfortunate and a miſtaken 


notion, which many young people che- 


Tiſh, that if they marry the firſt object 


of their tender affection, they muſt be 
happy.—Alas! Happineſs depends on 
ſo many concurrent circumſtances, that, 
believe me, the utmoſt prudence will 


not at all times ſecure the prize. The 


paſſion of Love muſt be reciprocal, or 
it cannot produce happineſs; and, even 
then, modeſty, good ſenſe, ſenſibility, 


and judgment, are requiſite on both 


Tides, to enſure it for any length of time. 
Friends muſt give their unreluctant con- 
ſent, and circumſtances muſt be eaſy, 
to render the married life a ſcene of har- 
mony and contentment : for, however 
the ridiculous and romantic notions, to 


be found in many of our modern no- 


vels, may ſerve to miflead the mind, 
and involve it in a labyrinth of error, 
de aſſured, Love and poverty ſeldom 
agree, 
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agree; nor are ſcenes of faſhionable diſſi- 


pation more congenial to Love. A com- 


petence is as neceſſary to our happineſs, 


as virtue and prudence to our peace of 


mind, when we retire into ourſelves, in 


order to examine our own hearts. How 
often have we known the fond lover, 
who flew with ſuch eagerneſs to Gretna 
Green, to ſecure the prize he pretended 
to adore, ſoon after his return, prove a 


careleſs, unkind, and inconſtant huſ- 


band ; whilſt his equally miſguided and 
imprudent companion has, in the ſtrict- 


eſt ſenſe of the word, proved n * 


modern wife! 


Think not the huſband gain'd, that all is done; 3 
The prize of happineſs muſt ſtil] be won: 
And oft the care le ſs find it to their coſt, 
The lover in the huſband may be loſt. 
The graces might alone his heart allure. 
They and the virtues meeting, muſt ſecure, 
LoxDp LYTTLETON. 


Many 
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Many fad tragedies has Love produ- 
ced in the world, from many different 
and fad cauſes. Even parents themſelves 
will ſometimes bring them on the ſtage. 


The two following ſtories will more 


ſtrikingly illuſtrate my preſent ſubject 
than any farther arguments of which 1 
could make uſe. May they have their 
due weight, and the miſeries occaſioned 
by the errors of the parties prevent any 


one from daring to run the hazard of 


following their examples. 

Harriet Darnly was the daughter of 
a reputable mercer, who lived in Lon- 
don, and who had a numerous family. 


Unfortunately for Harriet, who was a 


very lovely, but a very vain and weak 


girl, ſhe had two thouſand pounds left 


her by an uncle, which was to be her's 
when ſhe arrived at the age of twenty- 
one. Mr Darnly had, at the time this 
legacy was left Harriet, an apprentice, 
of the name of Henley. This young 
man, 
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man, who had every advantage of fi- 

gure to captivate, was tired of the 
drudgery of the ſhop, and heartily 
weary of confinement. He had long 
withed to purchaſe a commiſſion in the 
army. Harriet beheld Edward Hen- 
ley, unknown to her parents, with ten- 
der partiality, and had given every en- 
*couragement to his hopes. The atten- 
tions which his vanity more than his 
affection had led him to pay her, un- 
happily obtained her love. She would 
take every opportunity of fitting in the 
ſhop, and gave him every reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that an offer of his heart would 
not be unacceptable. 

No ſooner was it known that Har- 
riet's uncle had left her ſo conſiderable 
a legacy, than he took the earlieſt op- 
portunity of making a declaration of 
his paſſion. The unguarded fair-one 
too eaſily diſcovered to her artful lover 


the 1 he had already made in 
gain- 
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gaining her affections; and knowing 


that Mr Darnly had with too much rea- 


ſon been offended with his careleſs in- 
attention to buſineſs, prevailed upon the 
unhappy girl not to difcloſe to any one 
the conqueſt ſhe had made, till, by the 
regularity and ſteadineſs of his future 


conduct, he had effected a perfect re- 


conciliation with her father; and per- 
ſuaded his own to make n propo- 
ſals. 


Engaged in a clandeſtine acquaint- 


ance with one equally gay as worthleſs, 
Harriet was led from one ſtep of impru- 
dence to another, and granted her lover 
ſuch frequent interviews, that to marry 
was become abſolutely neceſſary. To 
Gretna- Green they went: the lady want- 
ed only a few weeks of being of age. 
As ſoon as ſhe was fo, her Pages 
huſband demanded her fortune, bought 
a commiſſion, and, when he had ſpent 
what remained, by his regiment being 
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ordered abroad, left his wife and child, 
Which, at his departure, was only two 
months old, to all the horrors of unpro- 
tected miſery and threatening poverty. 


Mr Darnly, at the interpoſition of 
ſome friends, was, with ſome difficulty, 


prevailed upon to permit his once dar- 
ling daughter to return to her paternal 
home, and to receive her with ſome de- 


gree of affection; but as neither he, nor 
her. mother, could ever bring themſelves 
entirely to forget the deceit ſhe prac- 


tiſed with them to her own undoing, 
and as her brothers and fiſters now look- 


ed upon her with an eye of jealous envy, 
ſhe is frequently obliged to bear re- 


proaches, which her own heart, con- 
ſcious of having but too well deſerved 
them, knows not how to ſupport.— 
Whilſt ſhe ſees her ſiſters eaſy, gay and 
happy, her brothers cheerful and con- 
tent, ſhe feels the miſery of her own ſitu- 
ation with redoubled anguiſh, and when 


| the looks on her little . often trembles 


leſt 


PARENTAL MONITOR aty 


3 leſt ſhe, like herſelf, ſhould fall a victim 


to her own imprudence. 


The worthleſs cauſe of her b 
ſtrayed from the paths of prudence, and 


diſregarded the calls of duty, lives 
abroad, on the income of that fortune 


which was given to make her happy, 
and never had the humanity to ſend her 


a ſingle line, or to make any enquiries 
after the poor victim of his baſeneſs. 
Be warned, fair daughters of inno- 
cence, by the wretched Harriet. At- 
tempt not to deceive your parents. Let 
her example prevail upon you to believe, 
the moſt flattering appearances may con- 


ceal depravity, and that the proteſtations 
of a clandeſtine lover are ſeldom meant 


but to betray. 

The following letter, written by a dit. 
treſſed father, will ſerve to ſhew, that 
parents themſelves are ſometimes blame- 
able, and that cruelty and avarice ſhould 
be as carefully avoided by age, as obſti- 
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nacy, imprudence, and a deviation from 

duty by youth and in experience. 
J Fam an unfortunate old man, and a 
© wretched, poor man ; not poor from 
© want of money, but becauſe I have a 
great deal, which I never valued for its 
* true and proper uſes. I have erred 
* againſt my God, againſt ſociety, and 
© againſt my children, by which I am 
* doomed to perpetual miſery in this 
© world (pray Heaven it goes no farther!) 
The only atonement now in my power 
© to make, is, to confeſs my faults, in 
© hope they may ſerve to prevent others, 
© of my paſt turn of thinking, from 
bringing ruin on their families, and 
< ſorrow to themſelves. —To be conciſe : 
© T was married early in life to an ami- 
* able woman, who brought me a good 
fortune, but not, in my mind, ſuffi- 
* cient to live upon and provide for a 
family, without purſuing the buſineſs 
I was bred to. Full of this thought, I 
5 . gave 
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gave up every pleaſure to that of gain- 
* ing a large fortune, and ſcarcely ſuf- 
* tered another thought to intrude upon 
_ © my mind, A few years after mar- 
* riage made me father to two lovely 
children, a male and female: with this 
* addition of family, my fondneſs for 
money increaſed : when my daughter 
was fifteen (ſhe was the elder), I was 
© unfortunately deprived of the beſt of 
wives, and my dear children of the 
©tendereſt mother. This ſtroke Was 
fatal to me, as ſhe was the only check 
to my improper thirit for money. 
| © Shortly after her deceaſe, my children 
© returned from ſchool: they were, in 
every reſpet, what a good parent 
fſhould require. My dear Emily, at 
_ © the age of ſixteen, was addrefled by a 
man of good family, who had ſpent. 
l many years in our American conqueſts, 
in labortouſly acquiring a fortune of 
Gool. per annum. My girl was pleaſed 
RED Ce with 
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* with him, as his behaviour and tem- 
per were amiable, and his character 
* unexceptionable. After being ſome 
time acquainted in my houſe, he ſpoke 
to me upon the ſubject. The whole 
tenor of his conduct was open and un- 
reſerved ; he, without ſcruple, acquaint- 
ed me with the ſituation of his for- 
tune. I had no objection, but to its 
ſmallneſs. It was not to my wiſh. 
I loved money, and thought happineſs 
* depended on it. Vain thought! I 
deſired time to conſider the propoſal: 
I liked the man, but was diſappointed 
in my darling views. Some days paſ- 
* ſed before I faw him again. The ſub- 
* jet gave me ſome inquietude. I 
* wiſhed the welfare of my child, but 
i magined it depended upon riches. 
My Emily declared, it depended upon 
my conſenting to the match: yet ſtill 
I could not think ſo. | 


* * * OY 


* 
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1 ſaw Charles, (ſo I ſhall call the 
lover of my daughter), he, with a faul- 


© tering voice, and ſhaking knees, aſked 


my determination. I told him, it 
* could not be. Gods! how did the wor- 
thy man appear !——his colour, his 
* ſpeech, his animation, all forſook him. 
© After a manly pauſe and recollection, 
he demanded what objection I could 
have to his offers? Shame at the in- 


ſtant ſhook me with remorſe : I could 
not give the true reaſon ; and therefore 


© told him, that.his offers were generous, 

© but that my acceptance qf them was 
© inconſiſtent with my eaſe and happineſs? 
© that I could-not think of parting ſo ve- 
© ry ſoon with the ſtaff of my declining 


years: that my child to me was all my 


comfort. He nobly replied; I had two 
* at preſent ; that my acquieſcence would 
be an addition to my happineſs ; that, 

certain he was, he ſhould add to, not 
take away from, my quiet, by an union 
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* with my daughter.. This was reaſon- 
* ing that did not remove the cauſe of 
my refuſal: 1 ſaid, that my ſituation 
in point of wealth made it neceſſary to 
. * ſend my ſon abroad to ſeek a fortune: 
© that, ſituated thus, I doubly wanted 
l the aſſiſtance of my Emily, and would 
not part with her: that this was my 
firſt determination, from which I would 
not deviate.— He, with a manly pride, 
bade me again conſider; not to be cal- 
| ©* lous to his and my daughter's e 
© neſs : ſo took his leave. 
. Things were in this ſtate, 1 SB L 
1 dagan to reflect on what had paſſed: 
I then found I had entangled myſelf 
in a labyrinth for want of honeſty. I 
« ſaw, too late, I had given a reaſon for 
my refuſal which muſt involve me in 
new difficulties, by declaring an in- 
( tention of ſending my ſon into the 
* world to procure a fortune, which 1 
was already able to give him.—TI had 


55 Oe; till this period, ſupported A Tar 
= * ahd& 


and uniform character, and did not 
* chuſe to forfeit it now: I therefore at 
once determined raſh, unhappy deter- 
© mination!) to ſacrifice all to avarice. 
© 1 ſent for my ſon, told him I had an 
© opportunity of placing him in a ſtate, 
© that in a few years would make him 
independent; that, in ſhort, I had it in 
* my power to ſend him, in a good em- 
© ployment, with the commiſſioners who 
were going to India to ſuperviſe the 
company's affairs. My boy, who had 
ever been a moſt dutiful child, receiv- 
ed my information with a ſweetnels 
* peculiar to himſelf and Emily, and in 
© a ſhort time embarked on board the 
* Halſewell, where he was one of the un- 
« fortunate ſufferers. It is needleſs to 
© ſay, I there loſt the hope of perpetuat- 
ing my name in its true line. 
Some time after I had thus robbed 
«* myſelf of my only ſon, to gratify my 
. © thirſt for gain, I informed my Emily, 
1. 5 go : FO 
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that I had maturely and deliberately 
conſidered the affair of her marriage 
with Charles, and was clearly con- 
vinced, it could not be either for 
happineſs or advantage; I therefore 
would not agree to it. She ſtrongly 

urged me to conſider that her 


felicity depended. upon it; pleaded 


how much ſhe loved him, and 
was beloved ; on her knees implored 
me to be propitious to their joint hap- 
pineſs. I ſtill remained obdurate ; 


and inſiſted on her giving up all 


thoughts of the matter, and, from that 
moment, never to mention it; not 
only ſo, but to ſwear ſhe would never 
more hear him on the ſubje&t. For 
one moment, her duty got the better 
of her love; in the bitterneſs of her 
diſappointment, ſhe called down 
dreadful imprecations on herſelf if ſhe 


« diſobeyed me: ſhe but too well kept 


ber oath, and in a few weeks fell into a 


languid 


A 
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<languid ſtate, which daily increaſed. 
© This obliged me to call in phyſic to her 
© afliſtance : in doing this I employed, 
© as. her phyſician, the ſon of an old 
friend: he viſited her often, and, as I 
ſince find, by indulging her turn for 
* melancholy, ingratiated himſelf into 
_ © her favour. One morning he came at 
the uſual hour of attendance, and pro- 
* poſed accompanying her to take an 
* airing in Hyde Park: I readily con- 
* ſented, happy to find her ſpirits equal 
to it, and went into the city. On my 
© return from buſineſs, I enquired for 
* Emily—but, oh! how much was I con- 
founded, when the aſtoniſhed ſervants | 
declared, they feared ſome misfortune 
had happened to her, as ſhe was not 
any where to be heard of. I ſent im- 
mediately to the doctor: he was alſo 
* miſling ; then was the firſt moment 1 
felt for my folly. I ſet about an im- 
* mediate enquiry, and traced them to- 
„ . Wards 5 
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« wards Scotland: I purſued them night 
and day without ceaſing, (but to 
c change horſes), reſolved to reſcue her 
from the man ſhe could never love, 
* and into whoſe power deſpair alone 
© had thrown her, and place her in the 
© arms of him who well deſerved her. 
With this reſolution, I winged my 
* ſpeed, and arrived at — :. but, gra- 
© cious God! how, when, where did I: 
© arrive ?—Why, juſt upon the ſpot, and. 
© time enough to ſee ſuch a fight as 
horror would ſhudder to delineate. 
Thus let me picture it as it was: At 
© the cloſe of the day, in a ſmall field, 
©adjoining a little lonely. public houſe, 
my fight and ear were caught by an un- 
* uſual clamour; and ſome ten or twelve 
of different ſex and age forming a cir- 
« cle: I ftopt for a momentary glance, 
* when, to my aſtoniſhment, I beheld 
my dear Emily, with diſfievelled hair, 
« claſped hands, and filent ſorrow, bend- 
„5 . 
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© ing over ſomething on the earth. I 
© flew to the ſpot ; but how ſball I de- 
© ſeribe my feelings, when, on near ap- 
*proach, I ſaw the bodies of Charles 
and his rival, mere lifeleſs clay! Before 
„J could reſolve on any mode of be- 
© haviour, my dear Emily exclaimed, 
(Cruel father!“ flew from the poſition. 
in which I firſt obſerved, her, and ran 
© frantic round the field. My firſt care 
© was for her life and ſafety :*T had her 
* conveyed to a bed in the houſe, and 
„ ſent for the belt aſũſtance; but, in 
© ſpite of every aid, my beloved daugh- 
ter (God! how can I repeat it ?) in 
© Jeſs than two hours, expired in dread- 
ful azonies. Thus was the terrible 
meaſure of my woes compleated. At 
that time I wiſhed the affair to make 
as little noiſe as poſſible, and took my 
© meaſures accordingly ; but now I find 
© the only comfort I can receive is in the 
publication: it may eaſe, but never 
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© can cure my heart. felt ſorrows. I 
© muſt not forget to tell you, that, after 
© Charles had been by me baniſhed my 
- © houſe, he never omitted keeping a 
© watchful guard on every tranſaction 
* going. forwards. The fatal morning 
that my dear Emily left my houſe, one 
of his truſty ſpies informed him of it: 
© he watched for their return; but their 
long ſlay. alarming. him, he took but 
< little time to conſider what ſhould be 
done: and, on being made acquainted 
with their rout, he purſued them upon 
* poſt horſes, which was the. reaſon he | 
© overtook them about half an hour be- 
© fore I reached the fatal ground: he at 
© that ſpot: rode up to the poſt-chaiſe 
* window, and preſenting a piſtol, de- 
© fired his rival inſtantly to alight and 
defend himſelf: the doctor alighted, 
and left my Emily in a fit, from which 
< ſhe did not recover before they were 


£ both deprived of life. 8 55 
Did 
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. young people ſeriouſſy conſider 
the important change which marriage 
muſt neceſſarily produce in their ſitua- 


tion, how much more cautious would 


it make them in forming their choice 
of a companion for life? Alas! what 
avail the graces of the fineſt figure, the 
moſt captivating addreſs, the aſſemblage 
of all that is enſnaring, if the heart is 
depraved, or the conduct imprudent ! 
The gayeſt affociate of the convivial 
hour may be the dulleſt, the moſt un- 


fit companion for the domeſtick circle; 


and he, who is never ſatisfied but in a 
crowd, or when engaged in a continued 


round of pleaſure, is very unlikely to 


make a tender and prudent huſband. 
Should ſickneſs or diſtreſs draw near, 
depend upon it he will fly from their 
approach. If beauty alone excited his 
: paſſion, it will ceaſe to exiſt, when you 
are deprived of thoſe attractions on 
which it was founded. If fortune was 


"his 


n 
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his inducement, that will likewiſe ſoon 

| loſe its value in his ſordid. mind; and 

the very perſon who brought him the 
Wealth for which he ſighed, will be 
\ conſidered as the grand obſtacle to its 
enjoyment. Too often is this unplea- 
1 ſant picture to be ſeen in many diſcon- 
tented families, which a little ſerious - 
reflection might have prevented being 
ſo unfortunately realized. Never be 
prevailed upon to yield your hearts to 
any one, however he may ſhine in the 
gay circles of the world, if you are con- 
vinced that he has no reliſh for the en- 
joyments of retired life. The man, 
who likes every houſe better than his 
own, will ſcarcely take the trouble of 
making home agreeable to others, whilſt 
it is diſguſting to himſelf. It will be 
the only place in which he will give 
way to his diſcontent and ill humour, 
Such people are for ever ſtrangers to the 
dear delights os the ſocial ſtate, and all 
OY. . 3» 
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the real comforts of a well regulated 
family. He that is indiſcriminately at 
home is never at home, and he feels 
himſelf a- ſtranger or a viſitor amidſt 


his cloſeſt connexions. 


It matters not how few ſerious or 
uſeful qualities the perſon may poſſeſs, 
who is the accidental, the gay compa- 
nion of a leiſure hour: but in the choice 


of a partner for life it is far different. 


More ſolid qualifications are then found 


neceſſary than mere external recom- 
mendations. The lively man may be 
the moſt entertaining; but the prudent 


one muſt be the moſt valuable. 
If you regard your own peace, never 
venture to approach the altar with any 
one whoſe conduct deſerves the cenſure 
of the virtuous. Depend not on his 
promiſes: and let not vanity lead you 
to ſuppoſe, your on good qualities: 
can effect a reformation. The virtue 


on which = may rely he has before 


Con- 
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convinced you he deſpiſed. Therefore, 
never be tempted, by a too high opi- 
nion of your own conſequence, to un- 


dertake the taſk of reforming a liber- 


tine: but fly, with the moſt guarded 
caution, his deluſive ſnares; and when- 
ever you liſten with complacency to the 
voice of Love, be firſt ſatisfied that it 
is told you in the language of ſincerity, 
and that it was dictated by a heart un- 
corrupted with guilt. 

On your own parts, be equally cau- 
tious not to practife any kind of decep- 
tion with your lovers. Attempt not to 
conceal your imperfections, unleſs they 
are ſuch as you are determined to con- 
quer. If you wiſh to be happy, you 
muſt endeavour to deſerve the attention 
of the worthy part of that ſex on which 
happineſs in the married ſtate ſo much 
depends. You mult let prudence guide 
your choice,—virtue, modeſty and diſ- 


cretion regulate your actions. You 
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_ muſt make your choice with delibera- 
tion, with the conſent of your parents; 
and after it is once made, reconcile your- 
ſelves to the cares and anxicties which 

muſt ever attend even the happieſt 
union ; the peace of which is often 
deſtroyed by young people's | railing 
their expectations beyond the bounds 
of probability, and having formed their 

| ideas of real life, and real characters, 
from thoſe which never exiſted but in 
the imagination of the poet and no- 

veliſt. | 1 89 

Though unbounded wealth is not eſ- 

ſential to happineſs, yet without a ſuffi- 
cient competence to procure the com- 
forts and conveniences of life, it is not 
poſſible to enjoy it. Love, in ſome in- 
ſtances, may have been known to com- 

bat with reſolution. the ſevereſt difficul- 
ties; but never can long ſurvive if thoſe 
difficulties have been produced by our 
own obſtinate imprudence, Never per- 

| mit 
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mit your hopes to aſpire beyond your 
own rank in life: but be equally careful 
not to let them ſink beneath it. If you 
are led to affluence by the hand of love, 
it will undoubtedly increaſe the value 
of the bleſſing ; but if with a compe- 
tence you are united to worth and ſin- 
eerity, you can ſee all the gaudy trap- 
pings of greatneſs without * or diſ- 
content. | 


Thrice happy they, who ſleep in humble life, 
Beneath the ſtorm ambition blows ! *Tis meet 
The great ſhould have the fame of happineſs, 
The conſolation of a little envy. 
»Tis all their pay for thoſe ſuperior cares, 
Thoſe pangs of heart their vaſſals cannot feel. 
5 Ton. 
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1 though the Nightingale be fled ; 
What though the Lark, amid the naw 
No longer leave his dewy bed, 
And warble to the coming light. 
What though the Blackbird filently deplore 
The bare, bleak thicket, and the leafleſs bow'r— 


Yet till with gratitude I hear 
One little faithful, feather'd friend, 
Undaunted by the gloomy year, 
Upon my ſolitude attend; | 
Who kind, and conftant, wakes his vocal pow'rs, 
To cheer the gloom, and cheat the ling” nog hours. 


What though his artleſs voice be weak, 

Scarce heard amid the tuneful throng, - 

Methinks I hear Reflection ſpeak, 

And moralize upon his ſong. | 
From her I learn his thort ſhrill notes to prize, 
Above the faithleſs bird that with the ſummer flice. 
To recompence thy labour'd ſong, | 

| Accept, ſweet-bird, the muſe's meed,, 
And fearleſs now of future wrong, 
Around me ever fing and feed. 
Thy forg ſhall be by peace and plenty ci crown'd, 
And Fancy lend thy voice a filver ſound. + 
From hence I ſhun the ſpecious tr ain, 
That only charm mine ear or eye; 
That in Adverſity's black reign, 
Or know me not or from me fly; 
And in the winter of my life no more 
Breathe friendſhip's vernal vows and temporary lore. 
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What though the ſerious and fincere 
Boaſt not the pleaſing pow'rs of mirth, 
Though artleſs to allure the ear, 
Or give the ſocial pleaſures birth; 
I paſs the trifling want, and prudent prize 
The warm, good heart, and faith that never flies. 


If Fate, to prove my patience, pour 
Her ſtorms, and darken all the day, 
Will Wit in ſympathy deplore-? 
Vivacity my voice obey ? 
For them, alas! might Woe, and Want, and Carey 
Prey on my heart, and give me to * 


Then ſhall the bonck heart appear 
Far nobler than the gay and vain ; 
Thine heart, in ſympathy ſincere, 
Shall conquer or divide my pain. 
Still to my tears and fighs, my melted friend 
Shall join his ſocial ſighs, and with his tears attend. 


Learn too, ye fair, from hence to chuſe 
Your lovers more by ſenſe than ſhew ; 
Reward the worthy, nor refuſe 
The good, though neither Wit nor Beau. 
| Though plain their perſon, though their charms be few, 
Yield to the ſoul that's ſolid, tender, true. | 


Then though the bloom forfake your face, 
And full-blown'beauty, ſummer's pride, 
Sink in the matron's autumn grace, 
Though leve and life in age ſubſide; 
Seeure your empire o'er the heart remains, 
And Gratitude preſerves, tho“ Beauty made the chains, 
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QDE FOR MUSIC. 
Sent to CLEORA, by SiR THOMAS FrTzZOSBORNE. 


A1 1 
THQ has the circling earth, ſwift pacing, 
run, 5 $2 2 | 
And thrice again, around the ſun, 
Since firſt the white-rob'd prieſt, with ſacred band, 
Sweet union, join'd us hand in hand. 


CHORUS. 


All heav'n, and ev'ry friendly pow'r 
Approv'd the vow, and bleſs'd the hour. 


REGITATIV 


What tho? in ſilence ſacred Hy MEN trod, 

Nor lyre proclaim'd nor garland crown'd the god: 
What-tho' nor feaſt nor revel dance was there, 
(Vain pomp of joy the happy well may ſpare!) 
Vet love unfeign'd; and conſcious honour led 

The ſpotleſs virgin to the bridal bed : _ 

Rich, tho' deſpoil'd of all her little ſtore; = | 
For who ſhall ſeize fair Virtue's better dow”'r ? 
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AIR II. 


Bleſ with ſenſe, with temper bleſt, 
Wiſdom o'er thy lips preſides; 

Virtue guards thy gen'rous breaſt, 

Kindneſs all thy actions guides. 


. „ AIR III. 

| Ev'ry home-felt bleſs is mine, 

- Ev'ry matron grace is thine 
Chaſte deportment, artleſs mien, 
-Converſe ſweet, and heart ſerene. 
Sinks my ſoul with gloomy pain? 
See, ſhe ſmiles !— tis joy ag ain: 
Swells a paſſion in my brealt ? 
Hark, ſhe ſpeaks: and all is reſt. 

Oft as clouds my path o 'erſpread, 

—£ (Doubtful where my ſteps thould tread). 
' She with Judgment's ſteady ray, 

Marks, and ſmooths the better way. 


CHORUS. - 
"Chief amongſt ten thouſand the, 
Worthy, ſacred HYMEN ! thee, 


END OF VOL. . 


